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The fact that superior service can generate a competitive advantage for a
company does not mean that every attempt at improving service will create such
an advantage. Investments in service, like those in production and distribution,
must be balanced against other types of investments on the basis of direct,
tangible benefits such as cost reduction and increased revenues. If a company is
already effectively on a par with its competitors because it provides service that
avoids a damaging reputation and keeps customers from leaving at an
unacceptable rate, then investment in higher service levels may be wasted, since
service is a deciding factor for customers only in extreme situations.

This truth was not apparent to managers of one regional bank, which failed to
improve its competitive position despite its investment in reducing the time a
customer had to wait for a teller. The bank managers did not recognize the level
of customer inertia in the consumer banking industry that arises from the
inconvenience of switching banks. Nor did they analyze their service improvement
to determine whether it would attract new customers by producing a new
standard of service that would excite customers or by proving difficult for
competitors to copy. The only merit of the improvement was that it could easily
be described to customers.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to
(a) contrast possible outcomes of a type of business investment

(b) suggest more careful evaluation of a type of business investment
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(c) illustrate various ways in which a type of business investment could fail to
enhance revenues

(d) trace the general problems of a company to a certain type of business
investment

Answer: (b) suggest more careful evaluation of a type of business investment
(Because investment in service might not lead to any advanage as suggested by
the example of the bank)

2. According to the passage, investments in service are comparable to
investments in production and distribution in terms of the

(a) tangibility of the benefits that they tend to confer
(b) increased revenues that they ultimately produce
(c) basis on which they need to be weighed

(d) insufficient analysis that managers devote to them

Answer: (c) basis on which they need to be weighed (Because "Investments in
service, like those in production and distribution, must be balanced against
other types of investments")

3. The passage suggests which of the following about service provided by the
regional bank prior to its investment in enhancing that service?
(a) It enabled the bank to retain customers at an acceptable rate.

(b) It threatened to weaken the bank’s competitive position with respect to other
regional banks.

(c) It had already been improved after having caused damage to the bank’s
reputation in the past.

(d) It was slightly superior to that of the bank’s regional competitors.
Answer: (a) It enabled the bank to retain customers at an acceptable rate
(Because the regional bank invested " in reducing the time a customer had to
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wait for a teller" and as such the bank was providing service reasonably which
was acceptable to the customers)

4. The passage suggests that bank managers failed to consider whether or not the
service improvement

(a) was too complicated to be easily described to prospective customers

(b) made a measurable change in the experiences of customers in the bank’s
offices

(c) could be sustained if the number of customers increased significantly

(d) was an innovation that competing banks could have imitated

Answer: (d) was an innovation that competing banks could have imitated
(Because the last para tells that the bank did not analyze "their service
improvement to determine whether it would attract new customers by
producing a new standard of service that would excite customers or by proving
difficult for competitors to copy")

5. The discussion of the regional bank serves which of the following functions
within the passage as a whole?

(a) It describes an exceptional case in which investment in service actually failed
to produce a competitive advantage.

(b) It illustrates the pitfalls of choosing to invest in service at a time when
investment is needed more urgently in another area.

(c) It demonstrates the kind of analysis that managers apply when they choose
one kind of service investment over another.

(d) It provides an example of the point about investment in service made in the
first paragraph.

Answer: (d)
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6. The author uses the word “only” in the last line most likely in order to
(a) highlight the oddity of the service improvement
(b) emphasize the relatively low value of the investment in service improvement

(c) distinguish the primary attribute of the service improvement from secondary
attributes

(d) single out a certain merit of the service improvement from other merits
Answer: (b) emphasize the relatively low value of the investment in service
improvement (Because the investment in service improvement did not prove to
be advantageous to banks by way of acquiring new customers so the only
advantage is that they can explain their service improvement to their existing
customers)

The antigen-antibody immunological reaction used to be regarded as typical of
immunological responses. Antibodies are proteins synthesized by specialized cells
called plasma cells, which are formed by lymphocytes (cells from the lymph
system) when an antigen, a substance foreign to the organism’s body, comes in
contact with lymphocytes. Two important manifestations of antigen-antibody
immunity are lysis, the rapid physical rupture of antigenic cells and the liberation
of their contents into the surrounding medium, and phagocytosis, a process in
which antigenic particles are engulfed by and very often digested by macrophages
and polymorphs. The process of lysis is executed by a complex and unstable blood
constituent known as complement, which will not work unless it is activated by a
specific antibody; the process of phagocytosis is greatly facilitated when the
particles to be engulfed are coated by a specific antibody directed against them.

The reluctance to—abandon this hypothesis, however well it explains specific
processes, impeded new research, and for many years antigens and antibodies
dominated the thoughts of immunologists so completely that those
immunologists overlooked certain difficulties. Perhaps the primary difficulty with
the antigen-antibody explanation is the informational problem of how an antigen
is recognized and how a structure exactly complementary to it is then
synthesized. When molecular biologists discovered, moreover, that such
information cannot flow from protein to protein, but only from nucleic acid to
protein, the theory that an antigen itself provided the mold that directed the
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synthesis of an antibody had to be seriously qualified. The attempts at
qualification and the information provided by research in molecular biology led
scientists to realize that a second immunological reaction is mediated through the
lymphocytes that are hostile to and bring about the destruction of the antigen.
This type of immunological response is called cell-mediated immunity.

Recent research in cell-mediated immunity has been concerned not only with the
development of new and better vaccines, but also with the problem of
transplanting tissues and organs from one organism to another, for although
circulating antibodies play a part in the rejection of transplanted tissues, the
primary role is played by cell-mediated reactions. During cell-mediated responses,
receptor sites on specific lymphocytes and surface antigens on the foreign tissue
cells form a complex that binds the lymphocytes to the tissue. Such lymphocytes
do not give rise to antibody-producing plasma cells but themselves bring about
the death of the foreign-tissue cells, probably by secreting a variety of substances,
some of which are toxic to the tissue cells and some of which stimulate increased
phagocytic activity by white blood cells of the macrophage type. Cell-mediated
immunity also accounts for the destruction of intracellular parasites.

7. The author is primarily concerned with

(a) proving that immunological reactions do not involve antibodies

(b) explaining two different kinds of immunological reactions

(c) establishing that most immunological reactions involve antigens

(d) criticizing scientists who will not change their theories regarding immunology
Answer: (b) explaining two different kinds of immunological reactions (Because
the first reaction is the typical "antigen-antibody immunological reaction") and

the second reaction as suggested by para 2 is "cell-mediated immunity")

8. The author argues that the antigen-antibody explanation of immunity “had to
seriously qualified” because

(a) antibodies were found to activate unstable components in the blood
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(b) antigens are not exactly complementary to antibodies
(c) lymphocytes have the ability to bind to the surface of antigens
(d) antigens have no apparent mechanism to direct the formation of an antibody
Answer: (d) antigens have no apparent mechanism to direct the formation of an
antibody (Because "When molecular biologists discovered, moreover, that such
information cannot flow from protein to protein, but only from nucleic acid to
protein, the theory that an antigen itself provided the mold that directed the

synthesis of an antibody had to be seriously qualified")

9. The author most probably believes that the antigen-antibody theory of
immunological reaction.

(a) is wrong

(b) was accepted without evidence

(c) is unverifiable

(d) is a partial explanation

Answer: (d) is a partial explanation (Because the author does not discard this
theory but goes on to discuss the second king of immunological reaction i.e., cell

mediated immunity)

10. The author mentions all of the following as being involved in antigen-antibody
immunological reactions EXCEPT the

(a) synthesis of a protein

(b) activation of complement in the bloodstream
(c) destruction of antibodies

(d) entrapment of antigens by macrophages

Answer: (c)
http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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11. The passage contains information that would answer which of the following
questions about cell-mediated immunological reactions?

l. Do lymphocytes form antibodies during cell-mediated immunological
reactions?

Il. Why are lymphocytes more hostile to antigens during cell-mediated
immunological reactions than are other cell groups?

lll.  Are cell-mediated reactions more pronounced after transplants than they
are after parasites have invaded the organism?

(a) lonly

(b) Iand Il only

(c) 'and lll only

(d) Iland Il only

Answer: (a) | only (Because the third para tells that "Such lymphocytes do not

give rise to antibody-producing plasma cells")

12. The passage suggests that scientists might not have developed the theory of
cell-mediated immunological reactions if

(a) proteins existed in specific group types
(b) proteins could have been shown to direct the synthesis of other proteins
(c) antigens were always destroyed by proteins

(d) antibodies were composed only of protein

Answer: (b) proteins could have been shown to direct the synthesis of other
proteins (Because "When molecular biologists discovered, moreover, that such
information cannot flow from protein to protein, but only from nucleic acid to
protein, the theory that an antigen itself provided the mold that directed the
synthesis of an antibody had to be seriously qualified.")
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13. According to the passage, antibody-antigen and cell-mediated immunological
reactions both involve which of the following processes?

l. The destruction of antigens
Il. The creation of antibodies
lll.  The destruction of intracellular parasites

(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) lll only

(d) Iand Il only

Answer: (a) | only (Because the first para tells that "antigenic particles are
engulfed by and very often digested by macrophages and polymorphs." and the
third para tells that "Such lymphocytes do not give rise to antibody-producing
plasma cells but themselves bring about the death of the foreign-tissue cells")

14. The author supports the theory of cell-mediated reactions primarily by

(a) pointing out a contradiction in the assumption leading to the antigen-antibody
theory

(b) explaining how cell mediation accounts for phenomena that the antigen-
antibody theory cannot account for

(c) revealing new data that scientists arguing for the antigen-antibody theory have
continued to ignore

(d) showing that the antigen-antibody theory fails to account for the breakup of
antigens

Answer: (b) explaining how cell mediation accounts for phenomena that the
antigenantibody theory cannot account for (Because the second para tells that
"the theory that an antigen itself provided the mold that directed the synthesis
of an antibody had to be seriously qualified" and then "realize that a second

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

immunological reaction is mediated through the lymphocytes that are hostile to
and bring about the destruction of the antigen")

About twice every century, one of the massive stars in our galaxy blows itself
apart in a supernova explosion that sends massive quantities of radiation and
matter into space and generates shock waves that sweep through the arms of the
galaxy. The shock waves heat the interstellar gas, evaporate small clouds, and
compress larger ones to the point at which they collapse under their own gravity
to form new stars. The general picture that has been developed for the supernova
explosion and its aftermath goes something like this. Throughout its evolution, a
star is much like a leaky balloon. It keeps its equilibrium figure through a balance
of internal pressure against the tendency to collapse under its own weight. The
pressure is generated by nuclear reactions in the core of the star which must
continually supply energy to balance the energy that leaks out in the form of
radiation. Eventually the nuclear fuel is exhausted, and the pressure drops in the
core. With nothing to hold it up, the matter in the center of the star collapses
inward, creating higher and higher densities and temperatures, until the nuclei
and electrons are fused into a super-dense lump of matter known as a neutron
star.

As the overlying layers rain down on the surface of the neutron star, the
temperature rises, until with a blinding flash of radiation, the collapse is reversed.
A thermonuclear shock wave runs through the now expanding stellar envelope,
fusing lighter elements into heavier ones and producing a brilliant visual outburst
that can be as intense as the light of 10 billion suns. The shell of matter thrown off
by the explosion plows through the surrounding gas, producing an expanding
bubble of hot gas, with gas temperatures in the millions of degrees. This gas will
emit most of its energy at X-ray wavelengths, so it is not surprising that X-ray
observatories have provided some of the most useful insights into the nature of
the supernova phenomenon. More than twenty supernova remnants have now
been detected in X-ray studies.

Recent discoveries of meteorites with anomalous concentrations of certain
isotopes indicate that a supernova might have precipitated the birth of our solar
system more than four and a half billion years ago. Although the cloud that
collapsed to form the Sun and the planets was composed primarily of hydrogen
and helium, it also contained carbon, nitrogen, and oxygen, elements essential for
life as we know it. Elements heavier than helium are manufactured deep in the
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interior of stars and would, for the most part, remain there if it were not for the
cataclysmic supernova explosions that blow giant stars apart. Additionally,
supernovas produce clouds of high-energy particles called cosmic rays. These
high-energy particles continually bombard the Earth and are responsible for many
of the genetic mutations that are the driving force of the evolution of species.

15. Which of the following titles best describes the content of the passage?
(a) The Origins and Effects of Supernovas

(b) The Life and Death of Stars

(c) The Origins and Evolution of Life on Earth

(d) The Aftermath of a Supernova

Answer: (a)
http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

16. According to the passage, we can expect a supernova to occur in our galaxy
(a) about twice each year

(b) hundreds of times each century

(c) about once every fifty years

(d) about once every other century

Answer: (c) about once every fifty years (Because "About twice every century"

means once in 50 years)

17. According to the passage all of the following are true of supernovas EXCEPT
that they

(a) are caused by the collision of large galaxies

(b) are extremely bright
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(c) are an explosion of some sort

(d) emit large quantities of X-rays
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

18. The author employs which of the following to develop the first paragraph?
(a) Analogy

(b) Deduction

(c) Generalization

(d) Example
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

19. It can be inferred from the passage that the meteorites mentioned by the
author

(a) contain dangerous concentrations of radioactive materials
(b) give off large quantities of X-rays
(c) include material not created in the normal development of our solar system

(d) are larger than the meteors normally found in a solar system like ours
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

20. The author implies that

(a) it is sometimes easier to detect supernovas by observation of the X-ray
spectrum than by observation of visible wavelengths of light

(b) life on Earth is endangered by its constant exposure to radiation forces that
are released by a supernova
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(c) recently discovered meteorites indicate that the Earth and other planets of our
solar system survived the explosion of a supernova several billion years ago

(d) lighter elements are formed from heavier elements during a supernova as the
heavier elements are torn apart
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

21. According to the passage what is the first event in the sequence that leads to
the occurrence of a supernova?

(a) An ordinary star begins to emit tremendous quantities of X-rays.
(b) A neutron star is enveloped by a superheated cloud of gas.

(c) An imbalance between light and heavy elements causes an ordinary star to
collapse.

(d) An ordinary star exhausts its supply of nuclear fuel and begins to collapse.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

22. According to the passage a neutron star is

(a) a gaseous cloud containing heavy elements

(b) an intermediate stage between an ordinary star and a supernova
(c) the residue that is left by a supernova

(d) the core of an ordinary star that houses the thermonuclear reactions
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

23. The author is primarily concerned with
(a) speculating about the origins of our solar system

(b) presenting evidence proving the existence of supernovas
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(c) discussing the nuclear reaction that occurs in the core of a star

(d) describing the sequence of scientific events
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The uniqueness of the Japanese character is the result of two seemingly
contradictory forces: the strength of traditions and selective receptivity to foreign
achievements and inventions. As early as the 1860s, there were counter
movements to the traditional orientation. Yukichi Fukuzawa, the most eloquent
spokesman of Japan’s “Enlightenment,” claimed: “The Confucian civilization of the
East seems to me to lack two things possessed by Western civilization: science in
the material sphere and a sense of independence in the spiritual sphere.”
Fukuzawa’s great influence is found in the free and individualistic philosophy of
the Education Code of 1872, but he was not able to prevent the government from
turning back to the canons of Confucian thought in the Imperial Rescript of 1890.
Another interlude of relative liberalism followed World War |, when the
democratic idealism of President Woodrow Wilson had an important impact on
Japanese intellectuals and, especially students: but more important was the
Leninist ideology of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Again in the early 1930s,
nationalism and militarism became dominant, largely as a result of failing
economic conditions.

Following the end of World War Il, substantial changes were undertaken in Japan
to liberate the individual from authoritarian restraints. The new democratic value
system was accepted by many teachers, students, intellectuals, and old liberals,
but it was not immediately embraced by the society as a whole. Japanese
traditions were dominated by group values, and notions of personal freedom and
individual rights were unfamiliar.

Today, democratic processes are clearly evident in the widespread participation
of the Japanese people in social and political life: yet, there is no universally
accepted and stable value system. Values are constantly modified by strong
infusions of Western ideas, both democratic and Marxist. School textbooks
expound democratic principles, emphasizing equality over hierarchy and
rationalism over tradition; but in practice these values are often misinterpreted
and distorted, particularly by the youth who translate the individualistic and
humanistic goals of democracy into egoistic and materialistic ones.
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Most Japanese people have consciously rejected Confucianism, but vestiges of
the old order remain. An important feature of relationships in many institutions
such as political parties, large corporations, and university faculties is the oyabun-
kobun or parent-child relation. A party leader, supervisor, or professor, in return
for loyalty, protects those subordinate to him and takes general responsibility for
their interests throughout their entire lives, an obligation that sometimes even
extends to arranging marriages. The corresponding loyalty of the individual to his
patron reinforces his allegiance to the group to which they both belong. A
willingness to cooperate with other members of the group and to support without
qualification the interests of the group in all its external relations is still a widely
respected virtue. The oyabun-kobun creates ladders of mobility which an
individual can ascend, rising as far as abilities permit, so long as he maintains
successful personal ties with a superior in the vertical channel, the latter
requirement usually taking precedence over a need for exceptional competence.
As a consequence, there is little horizontal relationship between people even
within the same profession.

24. The author is mainly concerned with

(a) explaining the influence of Confucianism on modern Japan
(b) analyzing the reasons for Japan’s postwar economic success
(c) discussing some important determinants of Japanese values

(d) describing managerial practices in Japanese industry
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

25. Which of the following is most like the relationship of the oyabun-kobun
described in the passage?

(a) A political candidate and the voting public
(b) A gifted scientist and his protégé

(c) Two brothers who are partners in a business
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(d) A judge presiding at the trial of a criminal defendant
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

26. According to the passage, Japanese attitudes are influenced by which of the
following?

l. Democratic ideals

. Elements of modern Western culture
I, Remnants of an earlier social structure
(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) and Il only

(d) 1, 11, and 11l
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

27. The author implies that
(a) decisions about promotions are often based on personal feelings

(b) students and intellectuals do not understand the basic tenets of Western
democracy

(c) Western values have completely overwhelmed traditional Japanese attitudes

(d) respect for authority was introduced into Japan following World War |l
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

28. In developing the passage, the author does which of the following?
(a) Introduce an analogy

(b) Define a term
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(c) Present statistics

(d) Cite an authority
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

29. It can be inferred that the Imperial Rescript of 1890

(a) was a protest by liberals against the lack of individual liberty in Japan
(b) marked a return in government policies to conservative values

(c) implemented the ideals set forth in the Education Code of 1872

(d) was influenced by the Leninist ideology of the Bolshevik Revolution
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

30. Which of the following is the most accurate description of the organization of
the passage?

(a) A sequence of inferences in which the conclusion of each successive step
becomes a premise in the next argument

(b) A list of generalizations, most of which are supported by only a single example

(c) A chronological analysis of historical events leading up to a description of the
current situation

(d) A statement of a commonly accepted theory that is then subjected to a critical
analysis
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

31. Which of the following best states the central thesis of the passage?

(a) The value system of Japan is based upon traditional and conservative values
that have, in modern times, been modified by Western and other liberal values.

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

17
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(b) Students and radicals in Japan have Leninist ideology to distort the meaning of
democratic, Western values.

(c) The notions of personal freedom and individual liberty did not find immediate
acceptance in Japan because of the predominance of traditional group values.

(d) Modern Japanese society is characterized by hierarchical relationships in
which a personal tie to a superior is often more important than merit.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

32. The tone of the passage can best be described as
(a) neutral and objective

(b) disparaging and flippant

(c) critical and demanding

(d) enthusiastic and supportive
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Behavior is one of two general responses available to endothermic (warm-
blooded) species for the regulation of body temperature, the other being innate
(reflexive) mechanisms of heat production and heat loss. Human beings rely
primarily on the first to provide a hospitable thermal microclimate for
themselves, in which the transfer of heat between the body and the environment
is accomplished with minimal involvement of innate mechanisms of heat
production and loss. Thermoregulatory behavior anticipates hyperthermia, and
the organism adjusts its behavior to avoid becoming hyperthermic: it removes
layers of clothing, it goes for a cool swim, etc. The organism can also respond to
changes in the temperature of the body core, as is the case during exercise; but
such responses result from the direct stimulation of thermoreceptors distributed
widely within the central nervous system, and the ability of these mechanisms to
help the organism adjust to gross changes in its environment is limited.

Until recently it was assumed that organisms respond to microwave radiation in
the same way that they respond to temperature changes caused by other forms
of radiation. After all, the argument runs, microwaves are radiation and heat body
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tissues. This theory ignores the fact that the stimulus to a behavioral response is
normally a temperature change that occurs at the surface of the organism. The
thermoreceptors that prompt behavioral changes are located within the first
millimeter of the skin’s surface, but the energy of a microwave field may be
selectively deposited in deep tissues, effectively bypassing these
thermoreceptors, particularly if the field is at near-resonant frequencies. The
resulting temperature profile may well be a kind of reverse thermal gradient in
which the deep tissues are warmed more than those of the surface. Since the
heat is not conducted outward to the surface to stimulate the appropriate
receptors, the organism does not “appreciate” this stimulation in the same way
that it “appreciates” heating and cooling of the skin. In theory, the internal organs
of a human being or an animal could be quite literally cooked well-done before
the animal even realizes that the balance of its thermomicroclimate has been
disturbed.

Until a few years ago, microwave irradiations at equivalent plane-wave power
densities of about 100 mW/cm2 were considered unequivocally to produce
“thermal” effects; irradiations within the range of 10 to 100 mW/cm2 might or
might not produce “thermal” effects; while effects observed at power densities
below 10 mW/cm2 were assumed to be “nonthermal” in nature. Experiments
have shown this to be an oversimplification, and a recent report suggests that
fields as weak as 1 mW/cm2 can be thermogenic. When the heat generated in the
tissues by an imposed radio frequency (plus the heat generated by metabolism)
exceeds the heat-loss capabilities of the organism, the thermoregulatory system
has been compromised. Yet surprisingly, not long ago, an increase in the internal
body temperature was regarded merely as “evidence” of a thermal effect.

33. The author is primarily concerned with

(a) showing that behavior is a more effective way of controlling bodily
temperature than innate mechanisms

(b) criticizing researchers who will not discard their theories about the effects of
microwave radiation on organisms

(c) demonstrating that effects of microwave radiation are different from those of
other forms of radiation
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(d) analyzing the mechanism by which an organism maintains its bodily
temperature in a changing thermal environment
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

34. The author makes which of the following points about innate mechanisms for
heat production?

l. They are governed by thermoreceptors inside the body of the organism
rather than at the surface.

Il. They are a less effective means of compensating for gross changes in
temperature than behavioral strategies.

lll.  They are not affected by microwave radiation.

(a) lonly
(b) Iand Il only
(c) land lll only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

35. Which of the following would be the most logical topic for the author to take
up in the paragraph following the final paragraph of the selection?

(a) A suggestion for new research to be done on the effects of microwaves on
animals and human beings

(b) An analysis of the differences between microwave radiation

(c) A proposal that the use of microwave radiation be prohibited because it is
dangerous

(d) A survey of the literature on the effects of microwave radiation on human
beings
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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36. The author implies that the proponents of the theory that microwave
radiation acts on organisms in the same way as other forms of radiation based
their conclusions primarily on

(a) laboratory research

(b) unfounded assumption

(c) control group surveys

(d) deductive reasoning
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

37. The tone of the passage can best be described as
(a) genial and conversational

(b) facetious and cynical

(c) scholarly and concerned

(d) objective
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

38. The author is primarily concerned with

(a) pointing out weaknesses in a popular scientific theory

(b) developing a hypothesis to explain a scientific phenomenon

(c) reporting on new research on the effects of microwave radiation

(d) criticizing the research methods of earlier investigators
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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Desertification, the creation of desert-like conditions where none had existed
before, is the result of the vagaries of weather and climate or the
mismanagement of the land or, in most cases, some combination of both. Such
ecological deterioration in the Sahel has been linked in several ways to the
increased size of livestock herds. During the fifteen years preceding 1968, a
period of extremely favorable rainfall, the pastoralists moved into the marginal
regions in the north with relatively large herds. However, with the onset of a
series of dry years beginning at the end of the rainy season in 1967, the pastoral
populations found themselves overtaxing very marginal rangelands, with the
result that the nomads viewed themselves as victims of a natural disaster. The
mistaken idea that drought is an unexpected event has often been used to excuse
the fact that long-range planning has failed to take rainfall variability into account.
People blame the climate for agricultural failures in semiarid regions and make it
a scapegoat for faulty population and agricultural policies.

Deterioration and ultimately desertification in the Sahel and in other ecosystems
can be combated only if an ecologically realistic carrying capacity for the
rangelands is determined. Although there appears to be widespread agreement
that such a determination would be significant, there has been little agreement
on how to make operational the concept of carrying capacity, defined as the
amount of grazing stock that the pasture can support without deterioration of
either the pasture or the stock. Should the carrying capacity be geared to the
best, the average, or the poorest years? Which combination of statistical
measures would be most meaningful for the planning of long-term development
of rangelands? On which variables should such an assessment be based,
vegetation, rainfall, soil, ground and surface water, or managerial capabilities?
Such inconclusiveness within the scientific community, while understandable,
creates confusion for the land managers, who often decide to take no action or
who decide that all scientific suggestions are of equal weight and, therefore,
indiscriminately choose any one of those suggested. Given the downward spiral of
land deterioration, it becomes essential that an ecologically acceptable carrying
capacity be established and enforced.

It will also be crucial that land managers know what statistical and quasi-statistical
measures actually mean: no single number can adequately describe the climate
regime of an arid or semiarid region. Land managers must supplement such terms
as the “mean” with more informative statistical measures to characterize
adequately the variability of the climate. The understanding of this high degree of
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variability will serve to remove one of the major obstacles to resolving the
perennial problems of the Sahel and of other arid or semiarid regions.

39. The author is primarily concerned with

(a) criticizing a social attitude

(b) suggesting an approach to solving a problem
(c) explaining the mechanics of a process

(d) defending the theories of ecological scientists
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

40. According to the passage, which of the following contributed to the
desertification of the Sahel?

l. The size of the livestock herds grazing on the land
Il. The quality of the land in the Sahel

lll.  The amount of rainfall after 1967

(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) and lll only

(d) 1,11, and IlI
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

41. It can be inferred from the passage that the nomadic tribes who moved into
the marginal regions of the Sahel did NOT

(a) enlarge the size of their livestock herds

(b) conserve water after the drought began
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(c) live in the Sahel after 1968

(d) expect a drastic change in weather conditions
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

42. It can be inferred from the passage that the concept of the carrying capacity
of land is

(a) still hypothetical rather than practical
(b) basically political rather than ecological
(c) independent of climatic conditions

(d) relatively unknown among ecologists
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

43. Which of the following best states the author’s view concerning the
relationship between the ecological scientist and the land manager?

(a) The scientist has not provided the manager with clear guidelines that can be
used in regulating the productivity of land.

(b) The scientist has provided theories that are too detailed for the manager to
use successfully.

(c) The scientist and the manager, in attempting to regulate the use of semiarid
land, have ignored the traditional behavior patterns of pastoral communities.

(d) The manager has misunderstood and hence misapplied the suggestions of the
scientist.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

44. With which of the following statements concerning desertification would the
author be most likely to agree?
(a) It is the result of factors beyond the control of science.
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(b) It is a problem largely affecting arid regions.
(c) It could be prevented if land managers understood statistics.

(d) It is not always the result of drastic climate changes alone.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

45. According to the passage, a statistical description of the climate regime of an
arid or semiarid region would probably be

(a) misleading
(b) impossible
(c) complex

(d) meaningless
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

46. The tone of the passage can best be described as
(a) flippant

(b) objective

(c) aggressive

(d) apologetic
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The promise of finding long-term technological solutions to the problem of world
food shortages seems difficult to fulfill. Many innovations that were once heavily
supported and publicized, such as fish-protein concentrate and protein from algae
grown on petroleum substrates, have since fallen by the wayside. The proposals
themselves were technically feasible, but they proved to be economically
unviable and to yield food products culturally unacceptable to their consumers.
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Recent innovations such as opaque-2 maize, Antarctic krill, and the wheat-rye
hybrid triticale seem more promising, but it is too early to predict their ultimate
fate.

One characteristic common to unsuccessful food innovations has been that, even
with extensive government support, they often have not been technologically
adapted or culturally acceptable to the people for whom they had been
developed. A successful new technology, therefore, must fit the entire
sociocultural system in which it is to find a place. Security of crop yield,
practicality of storage, palatability, and costs are much more significant than had
previously been realized by the advocates of new technologies. For example, the
better protein quality in tortillas made from opaque-2 maize will be of only
limited benefit to a family on the margin of subsistence if the new maize is not
culturally acceptable or is more vulnerable to insects.

The adoption of new food technologies depends on more than these technical
and cultural considerations; economic factors and governmental policies also
strongly influence the ultimate success of any innovation. Economists in the
Anglo-American tradition have taken the lead in investigating the economics of
technological innovation. Although they exaggerate in claiming that profitability is
the key factor guiding technical change—they completely disregard the
substantial effects of culture—they are correct in stressing the importance of
profits. Most technological innovations in agriculture can be fully used only by
large landowners and are only adopted if these profit-oriented business people
believe that the innovation will increase their incomes. Thus, innovations that
carry high rewards for big agribusiness groups will be adopted even if they harm
segments of the population and reduce the availability of food in a country.
Further, should a new technology promise to alter substantially the profits and
losses associated with any production system, those with economic power will
strive to maintain and improve their own positions. Since large segments of the
populations of many developing countries are close to the subsistence margin and
essentially powerless, they tend to be the losers in this system unless they are
aided by a government policy that takes into account the needs of all sectors of
the economy. Therefore, although technical advances in food production and
processing will perhaps be needed to ensure food availability, meeting food needs
will depend much more on equalizing economic power among the various
segments of the populations within the developing countries themselves.
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47. Which of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph?
(a) A suggestion is made and arguments in its favor are provided.

(b) A criticism is levied and an alternative proposal is suggested.

(c) A generalization is advanced and supporting evidence is provided.

(d) An example is analyzed and general conclusions are derived from it.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

48. It can be inferred from the passage that the author was unable to assess the
truth of which of the following statements about opaque-2 maize?

(a) It is a more recent innovation than the use of fish-protein concentrate.
(b) It can be stored as easily as other varieties of maize.
(c) It is more susceptible to insects than are other varieties of maize.

(d) It is more popular than the wheat-rye hybrid triticale.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

49. The passage mentions all of the following as factors important to the success
of a new food crop EXCEPT the

(a) practicality of storage of the crop
(b) security of the crop vyield
(c) quality of the crop’s protein

(d) cultural acceptability of the crop
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

50. According to the passage, the use of Antarctic krill as a food is an innovation
whose future is
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(a) basically gloomy but still uncertain
(b) somewhat promising but very tentative
(c) generally bright and virtually assured

(d) tied to the success of opaque-2 maize
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

51. The author suggests that, in most developing countries, extensive government
intervention accompanying the introduction of a food innovation will

(a) usually be sufficient to guarantee the financial success of the innovation

(b) be necessary to ensure that the benefits of the innovation will be spread
throughout the society

(c) provide the incentive necessary to convince landowners to try the innovation

(d) generally cost the country more than will be earned by the innovation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

52. It can be inferred from the passage that the author would be most likely to
agree with which of the following statements concerning the solution to food
shortages in developing countries?

(a) The introduction of technological innovations to reap profits might alleviate
food shortages to some degree, but any permanent solution can come only from
effective governmental intervention in the socioeconomic system.

(b) Innovations in agricultural technology will be of little help, and perhaps even
harmful, in combating food shortages, no matter how well designed they are to
suit local circumstances.

(c) Long-lasting solutions will not be found until large landowners adopt
improvements that will make production more efficient and thus more profitable.
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(d) In order to achieve a meaningful solution to the problem of food shortages,
the tastes of the general population must be educated to accept the new food
products of modern agricultural technology.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

53. The first paragraph of the passage best supports which of the following
statements?

(@) Too much publicity can harm the chances for the success of a new food
innovation.

(b) Innovations that produce culturally acceptable crops will generally be
successful.

(c) A food-product innovation can be technically feasible and still not be
economically viable.

(d) It is difficult to decide whether a food-product innovation has actually been a
success.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

54. The author provides a sustained argument to support which of the following
assertions?

(a) Profitability is neither necessary nor sufficient for a new technology to be
adopted

(b) Profitability is the key factor guiding technological change.

(c) Economic factors and governmental policies strongly influence the ultimate
success of any innovation.

(d) Opaque-2 maize is of limited benefit to poor families in developing countries.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

55. The primary purpose of the passage is to discuss the
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(a) means of assessing the extent of the world food shortage

(b) difficulties of applying technological solutions to the problem of food
shortages

(c) costs of introducing a new food technology into a developing country

(d) Anglo-American bias of those trying to alleviate world food problems
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

In most earthquakes the Earth’s crust cracks like porcelain. Stress builds up until a
fracture forms at a depth of a few kilometers and the crust slips to relieve the
stress. Some earthquakes, however, take place hundreds of kilometers down in
the Earth’s mantle, where high pressure makes rock so ductile that it flows
instead of cracking, even under stress severe enough to deform it like putty. How
can there be earthquakes at such depths? That such deep events do occur has
been accepted only since 1927, when the seismologist Kiyoo Wadati convincingly
demonstrated their existence. Instead of comparing the arrival times of seismic
waves at different locations, as earlier researchers had done. Wadati relied on a
time difference between the arrival of primary (P) waves and the slower
secondary (S) waves. Because P and S waves travel at different but fairly constant
speeds, the interval between their arrivals increases in proportion to the distance
from the earthquake focus, or rupture point.

For most earthquakes, Wadati discovered, the interval was quite short near the
epicenter, the point on the surface where shaking is strongest. For a few events,
however, the delay was long even at the epicenter. Wadati saw a similar pattern
when he analyzed data on the intensity of shaking. Most earthquakes had a small
area of intense shaking, which weakened rapidly with increasing distance from
the epicenter, but others were characterized by a lower peak intensity, felt over a
broader area. Both the P-S intervals and the intensity patterns suggested two
kinds of earthquakes: the more common shallow events, in which the focus lay
just under the epicenter, and deep events, with a focus several hundred
kilometers down.

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

30
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

The question remained: how can such quakes occur, given that mantle rock at a
depth of more than 50 kilometers is too ductile to store enough stress to
fracture? Wadati’s work suggested that deep events occur in areas (now called
Wadati-Benioff zones) where one crustal plate is forced under another and
descends into the mantle. The descending rock is substantially cooler than the
surrounding mantle and hence is less ductile and much more liable to fracture.

56. The passage is primarily concerned with
(a) demonstrating why the methods of early seismologists were flawed
(b) arguing that deep events are poorly understood and deserve further study

(c) defending a revolutionary theory about the causes of earthquakes and
methods of predicting them

(d) discussing evidence for the existence of deep events and the conditions that
allow them to occur
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

57. The author uses the comparisons to porcelain and putty in order to
(a) explain why the Earth’s mantle is under great pressure

(b) distinguish the earthquake’s epicenter from its focus

(c) demonstrate the conditions under which a Wadati-Benioff zone forms

(d) illustrate why the crust will fracture but the mantle will not
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

58. It can be inferred from the passage that if the S waves from an earthquake
arrive at a given location long after the P waves, which of the following must be
true?

(a) The earthquake was a deep event.
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(b) The earthquake was a shallow event.
(c) The earthquake focus was distant.

(d) The earthquake focus was nearby.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

59. The method used by Wadati to determine the depths of earthquakes is most
like which of the following?

(a) Determining the depth of a well by dropping stones into the well and timing
how long they take to reach the bottom

(b) Determining the height of a mountain by measuring the shadow it casts at
different times of the day

(c) Determining the distance from a thunderstorm by timing the interval between
the flash of a lightning bolt and the thunder it produces

(d) Determining the distance between two points by counting the number of
paces it takes to cover the distance and measuring a single pace
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

60. The passage supports which of the following statements about the
relationship between the epicenter and the focus of an earthquake?

(a) P waves originate at the focus and S waves originate at the epicenter.
(b) In deep events the epicenter and the focus are reversed.
(c) In shallow events the epicenter and the focus coincide.

(d) In both deep and shallow events the focus lies beneath the epicenter.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

61. The passage suggests that which of the following must take place in order for
any earthquake to occur?
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l. Stress must build up.

I. Cool rock must descend into the mantle.
. A fracture must occur.

(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) lll only

(d) I'and lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

62. Information presented in the passage suggests that, compared with seismic
activity at the epicenter of a shallow event, seismic activity at the epicenter of a
deep event is characterized by

(a) shorter P-S intervals and higher peak intensity

(b) shorter P-S intervals and lower peak intensity

(c) longer P-S intervals and similar peak intensity

(d) longer P-S intervals and lower peak intensity
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

63. The passage suggests which of the following about the views held by
researchers before 1927?

(a) Some researchers did not believe that deep events could actually occur.

(b) Many researchers rejected the use of P-S intervals for determining the depths
of earthquakes.

(c) Some researchers doubted that the mantle was too ductile to store the stress
needed for an earthquake.
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(d) Most researchers expected P waves to be slower than S waves.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

64. The author’s explanation of how deep events occur would be most weakened
if which of the following were discovered to be true?

(a) Deep events are far less common than shallow events.
(b) Deep events occur in places other than where crustal plates meet.

(c) Mantle rock is more ductile at a depth of several hundred kilometers than it is
at 50 kilometers.

(d) The speeds of both P and S waves are slightly greater than previously thought.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Neotropical coastal mangrove forests are usually “zonal,” with certain mangrove
species found predominantly in the seaward portion of the habitat and other
mangrove species on the more landward portions of the coast. The earliest
research on mangrove forests produced descriptions of species distribution from
shore to land, without exploring the causes of the distributions.

The idea that zonation is caused by plant succession was first expressed by J. H.
Davis in a study of Florida mangrove forests. According to Davis’ scheme, the
shoreline is being extended in a seaward direction because of the “land-building”
role of mangroves, which, by trapping sediments over time, extend the shore. As
a habitat gradually becomes more inland as the shore extends, the “land-
building” species are replaced. This continuous process of accretion and
succession would be interrupted only by hurricanes or storm flushings.

Recently the universal application of Davis’ succession paradigm has been
challenged. It appears that in areas where weak currents and weak tidal energies
allow the accumulation of sediments, mangroves will follow land formation and
accelerate the rate of soil accretion; succession will proceed according to Davis’
scheme. But on stable coastlines, the distribution of mangrove species results in
other patterns of zonation; “land building” does not occur.
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To find a principle that explains the various distribution patterns, several
researchers have looked to salinity and its effects on mangrove. While mangroves
can develop in fresh water, they can also thrive in salinities as high as 2.5 times
that of seawater. However, those mangrove species found in freshwater habitats
do well only in the absence of competition, thus suggesting that salinity tolerance
is a critical factor in competitive success among mangrove species. Research
suggests that mangroves will normally dominate highly saline regions, although
not because they require salt. Rather, they are metabolically efficient (and hence
grow well) in portions of an environment whose high salinity excludes plants
adapted to lower salinities. Tides create different degrees of salinity along a
coastline. The characteristic mangrove species of each zone should exhibit a
higher metabolic efficiency at that salinity than will any potential invader,
including other species of mangrove.

65. The primary of the purpose of the passage is to

(a) refute the idea that the zonation exhibited in mangrove forests is caused by
adaptation to salinity

(b) describe the pattern of zonation typically found in Florida mangrove forests

(c) argue that Davis’ succession paradigm cannot be successfully applied to Florida
mangrove forests

(d) discuss hypotheses that attempt to explain the zonation of coastal mangrove
forests
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

66. According to the passage, the earliest research on mangrove forest produced
which of the following?

(a) Data that implied random patterns of mangrove species distribution
(b) Descriptions of species distributions suggesting zonation

(c) Descriptions of the development of mangrove forests over time
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(d) Reclassification of species formerly thought to be identical

Answer: (b) Descriptions of species distributions suggesting zonation (Because the
first para tells that "The earliest research on mangrove forests produced
descriptions of species distribution from shore to land")

67. It can be inferred from the passage that Davis’ paradigm does NOT apply to
which of the following?

(a) The shoreline of Florida mangrove forests first studies by Davis
(b) A shoreline in which few sediments can accumulate
(c) A shoreline in an area with weak tidal energy

(d) A shoreline extended by “land-building” species of mangrove
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

68. Information in the passage indicates that the author would most probably
regard which of following statements as INCORRECT?

(a) Coastal mangrove forests are usually zonal.

(b) Hurricanes interrupt the process of accretion and succession that extends
existing shorelines.

(c) Species of plants that thrive in a saline habitat require salt to flourish.
(d) Plants with the highest metabolic efficiency in a given habitat tend to exclude

other plants from that habitat.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

69. The tone of the passage can best be described as
(a) flippant

(b) aggressive
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(c) objective

(d) apologetic
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The fossil remains of the first flying vertebrates, the pterosaurs, have intrigued
paleontologists for more than two centuries. How such large creatures, which
weighed in some cases as much as a piloted hang-glider and had wingspans from
8 to 12 meters, solved the problems of powered flight, and exactly what these
creatures were—reptiles or birds—are among the questions scientists have
puzzled over.

Perhaps the least controversial assertion about the pterosaurs is that they were
reptiles. Their skulls, pelvises, and hind feet are reptilian. The anatomy of their
wings suggests that they did not evolve into the class of birds. In pterosaurs a
greatly elongated fourth finger of each forelimb supported a wing-like membrane.
The other fingers were short and reptilian, with sharp claws. In birds the second
finger is the principal strut of the wing, which consists primarily of feathers. If the
pterosaurs walked on all fours, the three short fingers may have been employed
for grasping. When a pterosaur walked or remained stationary, the fourth finger,
and with it the wing, could only turn upward in an extended inverted V-shape
along each side of the animal’s body.

The pterosaurs resembled both birds and bats in their overall structure and
proportions. This is not surprising because the design of any flying vertebrate is
subject to aerodynamic constraints. Both the pterosaurs and the birds have
hollow bones, a feature that represents a savings in weight. In the birds, however,
these bones are reinforced more massively by internal struts.

Although scales typically cover reptiles, the pterosaurs probably had hairy coats.
T. H. Huxley reasoned that flying vertebrates must have been warm-blooded
because flying implies a high rate of metabolism, which in turn implies a high
internal temperature. Huxley speculated that a coat of hair would insulate against
loss of body heat and might streamline the body to reduce drag in flight. The
recent discovery of a pterosaur specimen covered in long, dense, and relatively
thick hairlike fossil material was the first clear evidence that his reasoning was
correct.
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Efforts to explain how the pterosaurs became airborne have led to suggestions
that they launched themselves by jumping from cliffs, by dropping from trees, or
even by rising into light winds from the crests of waves. Each hypothesis has its
difficulties. The first wrongly assumes that the pterosaurs’ hind feet resembled a
bat’s and could serve as hooks by which the animal could hang in preparation for
flight. The second hypothesis seems unlikely because large pterosaurs could not
have landed in trees without damaging their wings. The third calls for high waves
to channel updrafts. The wind that made such waves however, might have been
too strong for the pterosaurs to control their flight once airborne.

70. It can be inferred from the passage that scientists now generally agree that
the

(a) enormous wingspan of the pterosaurs enabled them to fly great distances

(b) structure of the skeleton of the pterosaurs suggests a close evolutionary
relationship to bats

(c) fossil remains of the pterosaurs reveal how they solved the problem of
powered flight

(d) pterosaurs were reptiles
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

71. The author views the idea that the pterosaurs became airborne by rising into
light winds created by waves as

(a) revolutionary
(b) unlikely
(c) unassailable

(d) probable
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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72. According to the passage, the skeleton of a pterosaur can be distinguished
from that of a bird by the

(a) size of its wingspan
(b) presence of hollow spaces in its bones
(c) anatomic origin of its wing strut

(d) presence of hooklike projections on its hind feet
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

73. The ideas attributed to T. H. Huxley in the passage suggest that he would most
likely agree with which of the following statements?

(@) An animal’s brain size has little bearing on its ability to master complex
behaviors.

(b) An animal’s appearance is often influenced by environmental requirements
and physical capabilities.

(c) Animals within a given family group are unlikely to change their appearance
dramatically over a period of time.

(d) The origin of flight in vertebrates was an accidental development rather than
the outcome of specialization or adaptation.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

74. 1t can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is
characteristic of the pterosaurs?

(a) They were unable to fold their wings when not in use.
(b) They hung upside down from branches as bats do before flight.

(c) They flew in order to capture prey.
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(d) They were an early stage in the evolution of the birds.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

75. Which of the following best describes the organization of the last paragraph of
the passage?

(a) New evidence is introduced to support a traditional point of view.

(b) Three explanations for a phenomenon are presented, and each is disputed by
means of specific information.

(c) Three hypotheses are outlined, and evidence supporting each is given.

(d) Recent discoveries are described, and their implications for future study are
projected.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

76. It can be inferred from the passage that some scientists believe that
pterosaurs

(a) lived near large bodies of water
(b) had sharp teeth for tearing food
(c) were attacked and eaten by larger reptiles

(d) had longer tails than many birds
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

How many really suffer as a result of labor market problems? This is one of the
most critical yet contentious social policy questions. In many ways, our social
statistics exaggerate the degree of hardship. Unemployment does not have the
same dire consequences today as it did in the 1930’s when most of the
unemployed were primary breadwinners, when income and earnings were usually
much closer to the margin of subsistence, and when there were no countervailing
social programs for those failing in the labor market. Increasing affluence, the rise
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of families with more than one wage earner, the growing predominance of
secondary earners among the unemployed, and improved social welfare
protection have unquestionably mitigated the consequences of joblessness.
Earnings and income data also overstate the dimensions of hardship. Among the
millions with hourly earnings at or below the minimum wage level, the
overwhelming majority are from multiple-earner, relatively affluent families.
Most of those counted by the poverty statistics are elderly or handicapped or
have family responsibilities which keep them out of the labor force, so the
poverty statistics are by no means an accurate indicator of labor market
pathologies.

Yet there are also many ways our social statistics underestimate the degree of
labor-market-related hardship. The unemployment counts exclude the millions of
fully employed workers whose wages are so low that their families remain in
poverty. Low wages and repeated or prolonged unemployment frequently
interact to undermine the capacity for self-support. Since the number
experiencing joblessness at some time during the year is several times the
number unemployed in any month, those who suffer as a result of forced idleness
can equal or exceed average annual unemployment, even though only a minority
of the jobless in any month really suffer. For every person counted in the monthly
unemployment tallies, there is another working part-time because of the inability
to find full-time work, or else outside the labor force but wanting a job. Finally,
income transfers in our country have always focused on the elderly, disabled, and
dependent, neglecting the needs of the working poor, so that the dramatic
expansion of cash and in-kind transfers does not necessarily mean that those
failing in the labor market are adequately protected.

As a result of such contradictory evidence, it is uncertain whether those suffering
seriously as a result of labor market problems number in the hundreds of
thousands or the tens of millions, and, hence, whether high levels of joblessness
can be tolerated or must be countered by job creation and economic stimulus.
There is only one area of agreement in this debate—that the existing poverty,
employment, and earnings statistics are inadequate for one their primary
applications, measuring the consequences of labor market problems.

77. Which of the following is the principal topic of the passage?

(a) What causes labor market pathologies that result in suffering
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(b) How social statistics give an unclear picture of the degree of hardship caused
by low wages and insufficient employment opportunities

(c) Which of the currently used statistical procedures are the best for estimating
the incidence of hardship that is due to unemployment

(d) Where the areas of agreement are among poverty, employment, and earnings
figures
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

78. The author uses “labor market problems” in lines 1-2 to refer to which of the
following?

(a) The overall causes of poverty
(b) Deficiencies in the training of the work force
(c) Trade relationships among producers of goods

(d) Shortages of jobs providing adequate income
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

79. The author contrasts the 1930’s with the present in order to show that

(a) more people were unemployed in the 1930’s

(b) unemployment now has less severe effects

(c) social programs are more needed now

(d) there now is a greater proportion of elderly and handicapped people among

those in poverty
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

80. Which of the following proposals best responds to the issues raised by the
author?
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(a) Innovative programs using multiple approaches should be set up to reduce the
level of unemployment.

(b) A compromise should be found between the positions of those who view
joblessness as an evil greater than economic control and those who hold the
opposite view.

(c) New statistical indices should be developed to measure the degree to which
unemployment and inadequately paid employment cause suffering.

(d) Consideration should be given to the ways in which statistics can act as partial
causes of the phenomena that they purport to measure.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

81. The author’s purpose in citing those who are repeatedly unemployed during a
twelve-month period is most probably to show that

(a) there are several factors that cause the payment of low wages to some
members of the labor force

(b) unemployment statistics can underestimate the hardship resulting from
joblessness

(c) recurrent inadequacies in the labor market can exist and can cause hardships
for individual workers

(d) a majority of those who are jobless at any one time to not suffer severe
hardship
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

82. The author states that the mitigating effect of social programs involving
income transfers on the income level of low-income people is often not felt by

(a) the employed poor

(b) dependent children in single-earner families
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(c) workers who become disabled

(d) retired workers
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

83. According to the passage, one factor that causes unemployment and earnings
figures to overpredict the amount of economic hardship is the

(a) recurrence of periods of unemployment for a group of low-wage workers
(b) possibility that earnings may be received from more than one job per worker

(c) prevalence, among low-wage workers and the unemployed, of members of
families in which others are employed

(d) fact that unemployment counts do not include those who work for low wages
and remain poor
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html)

84. The conclusion stated about the number of people who suffer as a result of
forced idleness depends primarily on the point that

(a) in times of high unemployment, there are some people who do not remain
unemployed for long

(b) the capacity for self-support depends on receiving moderate-to-high wages

(c) those in forced idleness include, besides the unemployed, both
underemployed part-time workers and those not actively seeking work

(d) at different times during the year, different people are unemployed
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

85. Which of the following, if true, is the best criticism of the author’s argument
concerning why poverty statistics cannot properly be used to show the effects of
problems in the labor market?
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(@) A short-term increase in the number of those in poverty can indicate a
shortage of jobs because the basic number of those unable to accept employment
remains approximately constant.

(b) For those who are in poverty as a result of joblessness, there are social
programs available that provide a minimum standard of living.

(c) Poverty statistics do not consistently agree with earnings statistics, when each
is taken as a measure of hardship resulting from unemployment.

(d) The elderly and handicapped categories include many who previously were
employed in the labor market.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

All of the cells in a particular plant start out with the same complement of genes.
How then can these cells differentiate and form structures as different as roots,
stems, leaves, and fruits? The answer is that only a small subset of the genes in a
particular kind of cell are expressed, or turned on, at a given time. This is
accomplished by a complex system of chemical messengers that in plants include
hormones and other regulatory molecules. Five major hormones have been
identified: auxin, abscisic acid, cytokinin, ethylene, and gibberellin. Studies of
plants have now identified a new class of regulatory molecules called
oligosaccharins.

Unlike the oligosaccharins, the five well-known plant hormones are pleiotropic
rather than specific; that is, each has more than one effect on the growth and
development of plants. The five has so many simultaneous effects that they are
not very useful in artificially controlling the growth of crops. Auxin, for instance,
stimulates the rate of cell elongation, causes shoots to grow up and roots to grow
down, and inhibits the growth of lateral shoots. Auxin also causes the plant to
develop a vascular system, to form lateral roots, and to produce ethylene.

The pleiotropy of the five well-studied plant hormones is somewhat analogous to
that of certain hormones in animal. For example, hormones from the
hypothalamus in the brain stimulate the anterior lobe of the pituitary gland to
synthesize and release many different hormones, one of which stimulates the
release of hormones from the adrenal cortex. These hormones have specific
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effects on target organs all over the body. One hormone stimulates the thyroid
gland, for example, another the ovarian follicle cells, and so forth. In other words,
there is a hierarchy of hormones. Such a hierarchy may also exist in plants.
Oligosaccharins are fragments of the cell wall released by enzymes: different
enzymes release different oligosaccharins. There are indications that pleiotropic
plant hormones may actually function by activating the enzymes that release
these other, more specific chemical messengers from the cell wall.

86. According to the passage, the five well-known plant hormones are not useful
in controlling the growth of crops because

(a) itis not known exactly what functions the hormones perform
(b) each hormone has various effects on plants
(c) none of the hormones can function without the others

(d) each hormone has different effects on different kinds of plants
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

87. The passage suggests that the place of hypothalamic hormones in the
hormonal hierarchies of animals is similar to the place of which of the following in
plants?

(a) Plant cell walls

(b) The complement of genes in each plant cell

(c) A subset of a plant cell’s gene complement

(d) The five major hormones

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

88. The passage suggests that which of the following is a function likely to be
performed by an oligosaccharin?
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(a) To stimulate a particular plant cell to become part of a plant’s root system
(b) To stimulate the walls of a particular cell to produce other oligosaccharins

(c) To activate enzymes that release specific chemical messengers from plant cell
walls

(d) To duplicate the gene complement in a particular plant cell
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

89. The author mentions specific effects that auxin has on plant development in
order to illustrate the

(a) point that some of the effects of plant hormones can be harmful
(b) way in which hormones are produced by plants
(c) hierarchical nature of the functioning of plant hormones

(d) concept of pleiotropy as it is exhibited by plant hormones
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

90. According to the passage, which of the following best describes a function
performed by oligosaccharins?

(a) Regulating the daily functioning of a plant’s cells

(b) Interacting with one another to produce different chemicals

(c) Releasing specific chemical messengers from a plant’s cell walls

(d) Influencing the development of a plant’s cells by controlling the expression of

the cells’ genes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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91. The passage suggests that, unlike the pleiotropic hormones, oligosaccharins
could be used effectively to

(a) trace the passage of chemicals through the walls of cells
(b) pinpoint functions of other plant hormones
(c) artificially control specific aspects of the development of crops

(d) alter the complement of genes in the cells of plants
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

92. The author discusses animal hormones primarily in order to

(a) introduce the idea of a hierarchy of hormones

(b) explain the effects that auxin has on plant cells

(c) contrast the functioning of plant hormones and animals hormones

(d) illustrate the way in which particular hormones affect animals
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

In choosing a method for determining climatic conditions that existed in the past,
paleoclimatologists invoke four principal criteria. First, the material—rocks, lakes,
vegetation, etc.—on which the method relies must be widespread enough to
provide plenty of information, since analysis of material that is rarely encountered
will not permit correlation with other regions or with other periods of geological
history. Second, in the process of formation, the material must have received an
environmental signal that reflects a change in climate and that can be deciphered
by modern physical or chemical means. Third, at least some of the material must
have retained the signal unaffected by subsequent changes in the environment.
Fourth, it must be possible to determine the time at which the inferred climatic
conditions held. This last criterion is more easily met in dating marine sediments,
because dating of only a small number of layers in a marine sequence allows the
age of other layers to be estimated fairly reliably by extrapolation and
interpolation. By contrast, because sedimentation is much less continuous in
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continental regions, estimating the age of a continental bed from the known ages
of beds above and below is more risky.

One very old method used in the investigation of past climatic conditions involves
the measurement of water levels in ancient lakes. In temperate regions, there are
enough lakes for correlations between them to give us a reliable picture. In arid
and semiarid regions, on the other hand, the small number of lakes and the great
distances between them reduce the possibilities for correlation. Moreover, since
lake levels are controlled by rates of evaporation as well as by precipitation, the
interpretation of such levels is ambiguous. For instance, the fact that lake levels in
the semiarid southwestern United States appear to have been higher during the
last ice age than they are now was at one time attributed to increased
precipitation. On the basis of snow-line elevations, however, it has been
concluded that the climate then was not necessarily wetter than it is now, but
rather that both summers and winters were cooler, resulting in reduced
evaporation.

Another problematic method is to reconstruct former climates on the basis of
pollen profiles. The type of vegetation in a specific region is determined by
identifying and counting the various pollen grains found there. Although the
relationship between vegetation and climate is not as direct as the relationship
between climate and lake levels, the method often works well in the temperate
zones. In arid and semiarid regions in which there is not much vegetation,
however, small changes in one or a few plant types can change the picture
dramatically, making accurate correlations between neighboring areas difficult to
obtain.

93. Which of the following statements about the difference between marine and
continental sedimentation is supported by information in the passage?

(a) Data provided by dating marine sedimentation is more consistent with
researchers’ findings in other disciplines than is data provided by dating
continental sedimentation.

(b) It is easier to estimate the age of a layer in a sequence of continental
sedimentation than it is to estimate the age of a layer in a sequence of marine
sedimentation.
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(c) Marine sedimentation is much less widespread than continental
sedimentation.

(d) Marine sedimentation is much more continuous than is continental
sedimentation.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

94. Which of the following statements best describes the organization of the
passage as a whole?

(a) The author describes a method for determining past climatic conditions and
then offers specific examples of situations in which it has been used.

(b) The author discusses the method of dating marine and continental sequences
and then explains how dating is more difficult with lake levels than with pollen
profiles.

(c) The author describes the common requirements of methods for determining
past climatic conditions and then discusses examples of such methods.

(d) The author describes various ways of choosing a material for determining past
climatic conditions and then discusses how two such methods have yielded
contradictory data.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

95. It can be inferred from the passage that paleoclimatologists have concluded
which of the following on the basis of their study of snow-line elevations in the
southwestern United States?

(a) There is usually more precipitation during an ice age because of increased
amounts of evaporation.

(b) There was less precipitation during the last ice age than there is today.

(c) The high lake levels during the last ice age may have been a result of less
evaporation rather than more precipitation.
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(d) ) Lake levels in the semiarid southwestern United States were lower during the

last ice age than they are today.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

96. Which of the following would be the most likely topic for a paragraph that
logically continues the passage?

(a) A third method for investigating past climatic conditions
(b) The kinds of plants normally found in arid regions
(c) The effect of variation in lake levels on pollen distribution

(d) The material best suited to preserving signals of climatic changes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html)

97. The author discusses lake levels in the southwestern United States in order to

(a) illustrate the mechanics of the relationship between lake level, evaporation,
and precipitation

(b) provide an example of the uncertainty involved in interpreting lake levels

(c) prove that there are not enough ancient lakes with which to make accurate
correlations

(d) explain the effects of increased rates of evaporation on levels of precipitation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

98. It can be inferred from the passage that an environmental signal found in
geological material would not be useful to paleoclimatologists if it

(a) had to be interpreted by modern chemical means
(b) reflected a change in climate rather than a long-term climatic condition

(c) was incorporated into a material as the material was forming
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(d) also reflected subsequent environmental changes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

99. According to the passage, the material used to determine past climatic
conditions must be widespread for which of the following reasons?

l. Paleoclimatologists need to make comparisons between periods of
geological history.

Il. Paleoclimatologists need to compare materials that have supported a wide
variety of vegetation.

lll.  Paleoclimatologists need to make comparisons with data collected in other
regions.

(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) I'and lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

100. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the study of
past climates in arid and semiarid regions?

(a) It is sometimes more difficult to determine past climatic conditions in arid and
semiarid regions than in temperate regions

(b) Although in the past more research has been done on temperate regions,
paleoclimatologists have recently turned their attention to arid and semiarid
regions.

(c) Although more information about past climates can be gathered in arid and
semiarid than in temperate regions, dating this information is more difficult.
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(d) It is difficult to study the climatic history of arid and semiarid regions because

their climates have tended to vary more than those of temperate regions.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Until recently most astronomers believed that the space between the galaxies in
our universe was a near-perfect vacuum. This orthodox view of the universe is
now being challenged by astronomers who believe that a heavy “rain” of gas is
falling into many galaxies from the supposedly empty space around them. The gas
apparently condenses into a collection of small stars, each a little larger than the
planet Jupiter. These stars vastly outnumber the other stars in a given galaxy. The
amount of “intergalactic rainfall” into some of these galaxies has been enough to
double their mass in the time since they formed. Scientists have begun to suspect
that this intergalactic gas is probably a mixture of gases left over from the “big
bang” when the galaxies were formed and gas was forced out of galaxies by
supernova explosions.

It is well known that when gas is cooled at a constant pressure its volume
decreases. Thus, the physicist Fabian reasoned that as intergalactic gas cools, the
cooler gas shrinks inward toward the center of the galaxy. Meanwhile its place is
taken by hotter intergalactic gas from farther out on the edge of the galaxy, which
cools as it is compressed and flows into the galaxy. The net result is a continuous
flow of gas, starting as hot gases in intergalactic space and ending as a drizzle of
cool gas called a “cooling flow,” falling into the central galaxy.

A fairly heretical idea in the 1970’s, the cooling-flow theory gained support when
Fabian observed a cluster of galaxies in the constellation Perseus and found the
central galaxy, NGC 1275, to be a strange-looking object with irregular, thin
strands of gas radiating from it. According to previous speculation, these strands
were gases that had been blown out by an explosion in the galaxy. Fabian,
however, disagreed. Because the strands of gas radiating from NGC 1275 are
visible in optical photographs, Fabian suggested that such strands consisted not of
gas blown out of the galaxy but of cooling flows of gas streaming inward. He
noted that the wavelengths of the radiation emitted by a gas would changes as
the gas cooled, so that as the gas flowed into the galaxy and became cooler, it
would emit not x-rays, but visible light, like that which was captured in the
photographs.Fabian’s hypothesis was supported by Canizares’ determination in
1982 that most of the gas in the Perseus cluster was at a temperature of 80

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

53
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

million degrees Kelvin, whereas the gas immediately surrounding NGC 1275 (the
subject of the photographs) was at one-tenth this temperature.

101. The primary purpose of the passage is to
(a) illustrate a hypothesis about the origin of galaxies

(b) provide evidence to dispute an accepted theory about the evolution of
galaxies

(c) summarize the state of and prospects for research in intergalactic astronomy

(d) report new data on the origins of intergalactic gas
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

102. The author uses the phrase “orthodox view of the universe” to refer to the
belief that

(a) the space between the galaxies is devoid of matter

(b) the space between galaxies is occupied by stars that cannot be detected by
optical photographs

(c) galaxies have decreased in mass by half since their formation

(d) galaxies contain stars, each the size of Jupiter, which form clusters
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

103. It can be inferred from the passage that, if Fabian is correct, gas in the
peripheral regions of a galaxy cluster

(a) streams outward into intergalactic space
(b) is hotter than gas in the central regions of the galaxy

(c) is composed primarily of gas left over from the big bang
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(d) results in the creation of unusually large stars
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

104. The author of the passage probably mentions Canizares’ determination in
order to

(a) clarify an ambiguity in Fabian’s research findings
(b) illustrate a generalization about the temperature of gas in a galaxy cluster
(c) introduce a new argument in support of the orthodox view of galaxies

(d) provide support for Fabian’s assertions about the Perseus galaxies
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

105. According to the passage, Fabian believes that gas flowing into a central
galaxy has which of the following characteristics?

(a) It is one-tenth hotter than it was in the outer regions of the galaxy cluster.

(b) It emits radiation with wavelengths that change as the gas moves toward the
center of the galaxy.

(c) The total amount of radiation emitted diminishes as the gas cools.

(d) It loses 90 percent of its energy as it moves to the center of the galaxy.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Although much has been written about the theological conflicts with Darwinian
theory, little is known of the powerful scientific objections that modified Darwin’s
beliefs.

During Darwin’s lifetime, the accepted theory of heredity was not Mendel’s
theory of particulate inheritance, which, though published, was unrecognized, but
the theory of blending inheritance, which holds that forms intermediate between
those of the parents result from mating. Jenkin pointed out that if a rare and
favorable mutation occurred, it would soon be blended out by repeated crossings
from the wild-type form. Disputing Darwin’s conception of evolution as
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proceeding through the natural selection of those with slightly better
characteristics that arose randomly, Jenkin concluded that natural selection could
not account for the tremendous diversity of life, hypothesizing that large numbers
of organisms mutated simultaneously in the same direction—a controlled
orthogenetic process resembling a series of “special creations.”

Since “special creationism” was an ideological target of his, Darwin found himself
in a quandary. Although he did not abandon his theory, he admitted that natural
selection played a much smaller part in evolution than he had previously claimed.
He also embraced the Lamarckian concept that acquired traits in parents are
transmitted to their offspring, thus providing a mechanism by which an entire
population could change in the same direction at once.

Another potent objection came from the physicists led by Lord Kelvin, who
contested the assumption of previous geologists and biologists that life had
existed for billions of years, if not infinitely. How, they asked, could evolution
proceed by slow steps in millions of years, and how could advanced forms
recently evolved show such great differences? The Kelvinists, basing their
conclusion on the assumption that the sun was an incandescent liquid mass
rapidly radiating heat, calculated that the age of the earth was between 20 and 40
million years.

Admitting that their calculations were correct and their premises rational, Darwin
was forced to adjust this theory. He proposed that change had occurred much
more rapidly in the past than in the present, where species seemed static, and
that more advanced forms varied more rapidly than lower forms. This provided
further reason to advocate Lamarck’s theory of inheritance, because that could
account for the rapid change.

Interestingly, both these retreats of Darwin were later shown to be faulty. The
discovery that the sun runs on a nearly infinite amount of atomic fuel totally
invalidated Kelvin’s argument, Mendel was “rediscovered” in the twentieth
century, when it was pointed out that the particulate nature of inheritance meant
that favorable mutation not only could persist, but could rapidly become
prevalent.

106. The primary purpose of the passage is to
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(a) outline the process by which Darwin formulated and modified his theory of
natural selection

(b) propose a new interpretation of Darwin’s theory of evolution

(c) discuss some of the scientific controversy that Darwin sparked and describe his
response to it

(d) defend Darwinian theory against the objections raised by Darwin’s
contemporaries in the scientific community
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

107. It can be inferred from the passage that the theory of blending inheritance
would predict that the offspring of

(a) two strains of snapdragons, one with abnormal, radically symmetrical flowers
and the other with normal, bilaterally symmetrical flowers, would always have
normal, bilaterally symmetrical flowers

(b) a white horse and a black horse would always be gray

(c) a man with type A blood and a woman with type B blood would always have
type A, type B, or type AB blood

(d) a fly with large eyes and a fly with small eyes would always have one large eye
and one small eye
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

108. It can be inferred from the passage that “wild-type” means
(a) nonmutant
(b) rare

(c) abnormal
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(d) random
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

109. Which of the following, if it could be demonstrated, would tend to support
the Lamarckian concept that Darwin embraced?

(@) ) Human beings evolved from now-extinct animals much like chimpanzees as a
result of an erratic accumulation of changes in the gene pool through thousands

of generations.

(b) Some parental traits disappear in offspring and reappear in the following
generation.

(c) All species of organisms were immutably created in their present forms.

(d) Rats who have had their tails cut off produce tailless offspring.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

110. The author’s attitude toward Jenkin and Kelvin can best be described as
(a) respectful

(b) contemptuous

(c) ambivalent

(d) denunciatory
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

111. According to the passage, Darwin modified his beliefs in order to
(a) bring them into line with the theory of particulate inheritance
(b) disprove Lord Kelvin’s view on the age of the earth

(c) dissociate himself from those who believed in “special creationism”
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(d) meet the objections of Jenkin and Lamarck
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

112. The author sets off the word “rediscovered” in quotation marks in order to

(a) emphasize that major scientific theories are rarely acknowledged or accepted
when they are first promulgated

(b) indicate that the term is somewhat ironic, since Mendel’s work was virtually
ignored when it was published

(c) rebuke the scientific community for deliberately suppressing Mendel’s work
until long after his death

(d) underscore the similarity between Mendel’s theory of particulate inheritance
and the theory of blending inheritance that was accepted during his lifetime
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

113. It can be inferred from the passage that if Mendel’s work had been
recognized and accepted during Darwin’s lifetime, it would have had which of the
following effect?

l.It would have refuted Jenkin’s objections to Darwin’s theories.

IIl. It would have supported Darwin’s theory that evolution proceeds by very slow
steps over millions of years.

[l It would have clarified and supported Darwin’s theory of natural selection.
(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) 'and lll only

(d) Iand Il only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

114. All of the following can be reasonably inferred from the passage EXCEPT:
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(a) The idea that evolution occurs by means of natural selection was not widely
accepted until the twentieth century.

(b) Darwin was the only scientist of his day who believed in natural selection.

(c) Darwin’s theories were originally predicated on the assumption that the earth
is more than 40 million years old.

(d) Many of Darwin’s ideas about heredity were later shown to be incorrect.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Radiation occurs from three natural sources: radioactive material in the
environment, such as in soil, rock, or building materials; cosmic rays; and
substances in the human body, such as radioactive potassium in bone and
radioactive carbon in tissues. These natural sources account for an exposure of
about 100 millirems a year for the average person.

The largest single source of man-made radiation is medical X rays, yet most
scientists agree that hazards from this source are not as great as those from
weapons test fallout, since strontium 90 and carbon 14 become incorporated into
the body, hence delivering radiation for an entire lifetime. The issue is, however,
by no means uncontroversial. The last two decades have witnessed intensified
examination and dispute about the effects of low-level radiation, beginning with
the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, which
reported in 1958 that “even the smallest amounts of radiation are likely to cause
deleterious genetic and perhaps also somatic effects.”

A survey conducted in Britain confirmed that an abnormally high percentage of
patients suffering from arthritis of the spine who had been treated with X rays
contracted cancer. Another study revealed a high incidence of childhood cancer in
cases where the mother had been given prenatal pelvic X rays. These studies have
pointed to the need to reexamine the assumption that exposure to low-linear
energy transfer presents only a minor risk. Recently, examination of the death
certificates of former employees of a West Coast plant that produces plutonium
for nuclear weapons revealed markedly higher rates for cancers of the pancreas,
lung, bone marrow, and lymphatic system than would have been expected in a
normal population.While the National Academy of Sciences committee attributes
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this difference to chemical or other environmental causes rather than radiation,
other scientists maintain that any radiation exposure, no matter how small, leads
to an increase in cancer risk. It is believed by some that a dose of one rem, if
sustained over many generations, would lead to an increase of 1 percent in the
number of serious genetic defects at birth, a possible increase of 1,000 disorders
per million births.

In the meantime, regulatory efforts have been disorganized, fragmented,
inconsistent, and characterized by internecine strife and bureaucratic delays. A
Senate report concluded that coordination of regulation among involved
departments and agencies was not possible because of jurisdictional disputes and
confusion. One federal agency has been unsuccessful in its efforts to obtain
sufficient funding and manpower for the enforcement of existing radiation laws,
and the chairperson of a panel especially created to develop a coordinated
federal program has resigned.

115. The primary purpose of the passage is to
(a) explain the difference between natural and man-made radiation
(b) arouse concern about the risks connected with exposure to radiation

(c) criticize the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation

(d) advocate limiting the use of atomic weapons testing, since the fallout is
extremely hazardous
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

116. Which of the following, according to the passage, is a list of three natural
sources of radiation?

(a) Radioactive potassium in bone, strontium 90, uranium ore
(b) Carbon 14 in tissues, cosmic rays, X rays

(c) Cosmic rays, radioactive potassium in bones, radioactive carbon in tissues
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(d) Plutonium, radioactive material in rock, strontium 90
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

117. Which of the following does the author cite in support of the quotation from
the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation

l. Strontium 90 and carbon 14 become incorporated into the body and deliver
radiation for an entire lifetime.

Il. An abnormally high percentage of patients with arthritis of the spine who
were treated with X rays subsequently contracted cancer.

lll. A high incidence of cancer appeared among children of mothers who had
been given prenatal pelvic X rays.

(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

118. The passage contains information that answers which of the following
guestions?

(a) How many millirems of radiation from man-made sources is the average
person exposed to each year?

(b) Is exposure to radiation linked to any other diseases besides cancer?
(c) How many types of radiation are there?
(d) Why is exposure to the fallout from weapons testing considered by some to be

more hazardous than exposure to X rays?
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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119. According to the passage, some scientists believe that a dose of one rem of
radiation continued over a period of generations would

(a) raise the strontium 90 levels in the body but otherwise have little effect

(b) relieve the acute suffering of those afflicted with arthritis of the spine without
side effects

(c) have the effect of increasing by 1 percent the cases of serious genetic defects

(d) have little impact on the regulatory efforts of federal agencies
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

120. It can be inferred from the last paragraph of the passage that the
chairperson who resigned from the panel to develop a coordinated federal
program for radiation regulation most likely did so because

(a) he or she disagreed with the findings of the Senate committee

(b) his or her agency could not obtain funding or manpower for implementation
of existing laws

(c) he or she supported the position of the National Academy of Sciences
committee and opposed regulation of radiation exposure

(d) regulatory efforts have been balked by disputes, confusion, and bureaucratic
delays
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

121. The passage contains evidence suggesting that it was most likely written
(a) in 1958
(b) for the journal of the National Academy of Sciences

(c) by a lobbyist for the defense industry
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(d) in the late 1970s
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

122. The passage implies that each of the following statements about radiation
has been disputed EXCEPT?

(a) Even small doses of radiation are likely to cause birth defects.
(b) Exposure to low-linear energy transfer presents only a minor risk.
(c) Many small doses of radiation are as harmful as a single large dose.

(d) Humans can tolerate a certain amount of radiation.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Methods for typing blood were developed around the turn of the century, about
the same time that fingerprints were first used for identification. Only in the last
decade or two, however, have scientists begun to believe that genetic markers in
blood and other bodily fluids may someday prove as useful in crime detection as
fingerprints.

The standard ABO blood typing has long been used as a form of negative
identification. Added sophistication came with the discovery of additional
subgroups of genetic markers in blood and with the discovery that genetic
markers are present not only in blood but also in other bodily fluids, such as
perspiration and saliva.

These discoveries were of little use in crime detection, however, because of the
circumstances in which police scientists must work. Rather than a plentiful sample
of blood freshly drawn from a patient, the crime laboratory is likely to receive
only a tiny fleck of dried blood of unknown age from an unknown “donor” on a
shirt or a scrap of rag that has spent hours or days exposed to air, high
temperature, and other contaminants.

British scientists found a method for identifying genetic markers more precisely in
small samples. In this process, called electrophoresis, a sample is placed on a tray
containing a gel through which an electrical current is then passed. A trained
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analyst reads the resulting patterns in the gel to determine the presence of
various chemical markers.

Electrophoresis made it possible to identify several thousand subgroups of blood
types rather than the twelve known before. However, the equipment and special
training required were expensive. In addition, the process could lead to the
destruction of evidence. For example, repeated tests of a blood-flecked shirt—
one for each marker—led to increasing deterioration of the evidence and the cost
of a week or more of laboratory time.

It remained for another British researcher, Brian Wrexall, to demonstrate that
simultaneous analyses, using an inexpensive electrophoresis apparatus, could test
for ten different genetic markers within a 24-hour period. This development
made the study of blood and other fluid samples an even more valuable tool for
crime detection.

123. The author of the passage is primarily concerned with describing

(a) how advances in crime detection methods have led to new discoveries in
science

(b) various ways in which crime detection laboratories assist the police
(c) the development of new scientific tools for use in crime detection

(d) areas of current research in the science of crime detection
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

124. It can be inferred from the passage that electrophoresis resembles
fingerprinting in that both

(a) provide a form of negative identification in crime detection
(b) were first developed by British scientists

(c) may be used to help identify those who were present at the time of a crime
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(d) were developed by scientists at around the same time
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

125. The author sets off the word ““donor’” with quotation marks in order to

(a) emphasize that most of the blood samples received by crime laboratories
come from anonymous sources

(b) underscore the contrast between the work done in a crime laboratory and
that done in a blood bank

(c) call attention to the fact that, because of underfunding, crime laboratories are
forced to rely on charitable contributions

(d) indicate that the blood samples received by crime laboratories are not given
freely
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

126. The passage contains information that would answer which of the following
guestions?

(a) Is evidence of genetic markers in bodily fluids admissible in court?
(b) Can electrophoresis be used to identify genetic markers in saliva?
(c) How many subgroups of blood types are currently identifiable?

(d) How accurate is the process of electrophoresis?
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

127. According to the passage, all of the following may reduce the usefulness of a
fluid sample for crime detection EXCEPT

(a) the passage of time

(b) discoloration or staining
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(c) exposure to heat

(d) the small size of the sample
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

128. The passage implies that electrophoresis may help scientists determine
(a) whether or not a sample of blood could have come from a particular person
(b) the age and condition of a dried specimen of blood or other bodily fluid

(c) when and where a crime was probably committed

(d) the cause of death in homicide cases
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

129. According to the passage, Brian Wrexall’s refinement of electrophoresis led
to

(a) more accurate test results
(b) easier availability of fluid samples
(c) more rapid testing

(d) increased costs of testing
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

130. Which of the following statements about genetic markers can be inferred
from the passage?

l. They carry an electrical charge.

Il. They cannot be identified through standard ABO blood typing.

lll.  They were of no use in crime detection before the invention of
electrophoresis.

(a) lonly
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(b) Il only
(c) ll only
(d) Iland lll only

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

It can be argued that much consumer dissatisfaction with marketing strategies
arises from an inability to aim advertising at only the likely buyers of a given
product.

There are three groups of consumers who are affected by the marketing process.
First, there is the market segment—people who need the commodity in question.
Second, there is the program target—people in the market segment with the
“best fit” characteristics for a specific product. Lots of people may need trousers,
but only a few qualify as likely buyers of very expensive designer trousers. Finally,
there is the program audience?all people who are actually exposed to the
marketing program without regard to whether they need or want the product.

These three groups are rarely identical. An exception occurs occasionally in cases
where customers for a particular industrial product may be few and easily
identifiable. Such customers, all sharing a particular need, are likely to form a
meaningful target, for example, all companies with a particular application of the
product in question, such as high-speed fillers of bottles at breweries. In such
circumstances, direct selling (marketing that reaches only the program target) is
likely to be economically justified, and highly specialized trade media exist to
expose members of the program target—and only members of the program
target—to the marketing program.

Most consumer-goods markets are significantly different. Typically, there are
many rather than few potential customers. Each represents a relatively small
percentage of potential sales. Rarely do members of a particular market segment
group themselves neatly into a meaningful program target. There are substantial
differences among consumers with similar demographic characteristics. Even with
all the past decade’s advances in information technology, direct selling of
consumer goods is rare, and mass marketing—a marketing approach that aims at
a wide audience—remains the only economically feasible mode. Unfortunately,
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there are few media that allow the marketer to direct a marketing program
exclusively to the program target. Inevitably, people get exposed to a great deal

of marketing for products in which they have no interest and so they become
annoyed.

131. The passage suggests which of the following about highly specialized trade
media?

(a) They should be used only when direct selling is not economically feasible.

(b) They can be used to exclude from the program audience people who are not
part of the program target.

(c) They are used only for very expensive products.
(d) They are rarely used in the implementation of marketing programs for

industrial products.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

132. According to the passage, most consumer-goods markets share which of the
following characteristics?

l. Customers who differ significantly from each other

Il. Large numbers of potential customers

lll.  Customers who each represent a small percentage of potential sales
(a) lonly

(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) 1,11, and Ill
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

133. The passage suggests which of the following about direct selling?

(a) It is used in the marketing of most industrial products.
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(b) It is often used in cases where there is a large program target.
(c) It is not economically feasible for most marketing programs.

(d) It is used only for products for which there are many potential customers.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

134. The author mentions “trousers” most likely in order to
(a) make a comparison between the program target and the program audience

(b) emphasize the similarities between the market segment and the program
target

(c) provide an example of the way three groups of consumers are affected by a
marketing program

(d) clarify the distinction between the market segment and the program target
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

135. Which of the following best exemplifies the situation described in the last
two sentences of the passage?

(a) A product suitable for women age 21-30 is marketed at meetings attended
only by potential customers.

(b) A company develops a new product and must develop an advertising
campaign to create a market for it.

(c) An idea for a specialized product remains unexplored because media exposure
of the product to its few potential customers would be too expensive.

(d) A product suitable for men age 60 and over is advertised in a magazine read by
adults of all ages.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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136. The passage suggests that which of the following is true about the marketing
of industrial products like those discussed in the third paragraph?

(a) The market segment and program target are identical.
(b) Mass marketing is the only feasible way of advertising such products.
(c) The marketing program cannot be directed specifically to the program target.

(d) More customers would be needed to justify the expense of direct selling.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

137. The passage supports which of the following statements about demographic
characteristics and marketing?

(a) Demographic research is of no use in determining how successful a product
will be with a particular group of consumers.

(b) A program audience is usually composed of people with similar demographic
characteristics.

(c) Psychological factors are more important than demographic factors in defining
a market segments.

(d) Consumers with similar demographic characteristics do not necessarily form a
meaningful program target.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

138. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is true for
most consumer-goods markets?

(a) The program audience is smaller than the market segment.
(b) The program audience and the market segment are usually identical.

(c) The program target and the program audience are not usually identical.
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(d) The market segment and the program target are usually identical.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Protein synthesis begins when the gene encoding a protein is activated. The
gene’s sequence of nucleotides is transcribed into a molecule of messenger RNA
(mRNA), which reproduces the information contained in that sequence.
Transported outside the nucleus to the cytoplasm, the mRNA is translated into
the protein it encodes by an organelle known as a ribosome, which strings
together amino acids in the order specified by the sequence of elements in the
MRNA molecule. Since the amount of mRNA in a cell determines the amount of
the corresponding protein, factors affecting the abundance of mRNA’s play a
major part in the normal functioning of a cell by appropriately regulating protein
synthesis. For example, an excess of certain proteins can cause cells to proliferate
abnormally and become cancerous; a lack of the protein insulin results in
diabetes.

Biologists once assumed that the variable rates at which cells synthesize different
MRNA’s determine the quantities of mRNA’s and their corresponding proteinsin a
cell. However, recent investigations have shown that the concentrations of most
MRNA’s correlate best, not with their synthesis rate, but rather with the equally
variable rates at which cells degrade the different mRNA’s in their cytoplasm. If a
cell degrades both a rapidly and a slowly synthesized mRNA slowly, both mRNA’s
will accumulate to high levels.

An important example of this phenomenon is the development of red blood cells
from their unspecialized parent cells in bone marrow. For red blood cells to
accumulate sufficient concentrations of hemoglobin (which transports oxygen) to
carry out their main function, the cells’ parent cells must simultaneously produce
more of the constituent proteins of hemoglobin and less of most other proteins.
To do this, the parent cells halt synthesis of non-hemoglobin mRNA’s in the
nucleus and rapidly degrade copies of the non-hemoglobin mRNA’s remaining in
the cytoplasm. Halting synthesis of mRNA alone would not affect the quantities of
proteins synthesized by the mRNA’s still existing in the cytoplasm. Biologists now
believe that most cells can regulate protein production most efficiently by varying
both mRNA synthesis and degradation, as developing red cells do, rather than by
just varying one or the other.

139. The passage is primarily concerned with discussing the

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

72
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(a) influence of mMRNA concentrations on the development of red blood cells
(b) role of the synthesis and degradation of mRNA in cell functioning
(c) mechanism by which genes are transcribed into mRNA

(d) differences in mRNA concentrations in cell nuclei and in the cytoplasm
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

140. The passage suggests that a biologist who held the view described in the first
sentence of the second paragraph would most probably also have believed which
of the following?

(a) The rate of degradation of specific mMRNA’s has little effect on protein
concentrations.

(b) The rate of degradation of specific mMRNA’s should be studied intensively.
(c) The rates of synthesis and degradation for any given mRNA are normally equal.

(d) Different mRNA’s undergo degradation at widely varying rates.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

141. Which of the following best describes the relationship between the second
and third paragraphs of the passage?

(a) The second paragraph presents arguments in support of a new theory and the
third paragraph presents arguments against that same theory.

(b) The second paragraph describes a traditional view and the third paragraph
describes the view that has replaced it on the basis of recent investigations.

(c) The third paragraph describes a specific case of a phenomenon that is
described generally in the second paragraph
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(d) The third paragraph describes an investigation that was undertaken to resolve

problems raised by phenomena described in the second paragraph.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

142. The accumulation of concentrations of hemoglobin in red blood cells is
mentioned in the passage as an example of which of the following?

(a) The effectiveness of simultaneous variation of the rates of synthesis and
degradation of mMRNA

(b) The role of the ribosome in enabling a parent cell to develop properly into a
more specialized form

(c) The importance of activating the genes for particular proteins at the correct
moment

(d) The abnormal proliferation of a protein that threatens to make the cell
cancerous
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

143. To begin to control a disease caused by a protein deficiency, the passage
suggests that a promising experimental treatment would be to administer a drug
that would reduce

(a) only the degradation rate for the mRNA of the protein involved

(b) only the synthesis rate for the mRNA of the protein involved

(c) both the synthesis and degradation rates for the mRNA of the protein involved
(d) the incidence of errors in the transcription of mMRNA’s from genetic nucleotide

sequences
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

144. According to the passage, which of the following best describes the current
view on the relationship between the synthesis and the degradation of mRNA in
regulating protein synthesis?
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(a) Biologists have recently become convinced that the ribosome controls the
rates of synthesis and degradation of mRNA.

(b) Degradation of mMRNA is now considered to be as important as mRNA synthesis
has been, and still is, believed to be.

(c) There is no consensus among biologists as to the significance of mMRNA
degradation in regulating protein synthesis.

(d) The concept of mRNA degradation is so new that most biologists still believe
that the vital role in protein regulation belongs to mRNA synthesis.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

145. According to the passage, which of the following can happen when protein
synthesis is not appropriately regulated?

(a) Diabetes can result from errors that occur when the ribosomes translate
mMRNA into protein.

(b) Cancer can result from an excess of certain proteins and diabetes can result
from an insulin deficiency.

(c) A deficiency of red blood cells can occur if bone marrow cells produce too
much hemoglobin.

(d) Cancer can be caused by excessively rapid degradation of certain amino acids
in the cytoplasm of cells.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

146. The passage suggests that a biologist who detected high levels of two
proteins in a certain type of cell would be likely to consider which of the following
as a possible explanation?

(a) The rate of mRNA degradation for one of the proteins increases as this type of
cell develops a more specialized function.
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(b) The two proteins are most likely constituents of a complex substance
supporting the cells’ specialized function.

(c) The cells are likely to proliferate abnormally and possibly become cancerous
due to the levels of these proteins.

(d) The mRNA’s for both proteins are being degraded at a low rate in that type of
cell.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

In Forces of Production, David Noble examines the transformation of the
machine-tool industry as the industry moved from reliance on skilled artisans to
automation. Noble writes from a Marxist perspective, and his central argument is
that management, in its decisions to automate, conspired against labor: the
power that the skilled machinists wielded in the industry was intolerable to
management. Noble fails to substantiate this claim, although his argument is
impressive when he applies the Marxist concept of “de-skilling”—the use of
technology to replace skilled labor—to the automation of the machine-tool
industry. In automating, the industry moved to computer-based, digitized
“numerical-control” (N/C) technology, rather than to artisan-generated “record-
playback” (R/P) technology.

Although both systems reduced reliance on skilled labor, Noble clearly prefers
R/P, with its inherent acknowledgment of workers’ skills: unlike N/C, its programs
were produced not by engineers at their computers, but by skilled machinists,
who recorded their own movements to “teach” machines to duplicate those
movements. However, Noble’s only evidence of conspiracy is that, although the
two approaches were roughly equal in technical merit, management chose N/C.
From this he concludes that automation is undertaken not because efficiency
demands it or scientific advances allow it, but because it is a tool in the ceaseless
war of capitalists against labor.

147. The author of the passage is primarily concerned with
(a) reexamining a political position and defending its validity

(b) examining a management decision and defending its necessity
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(c) analyzing a scholarly study and pointing out a central weakness

(d) explaining a trend in automation and warning about its dangers
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

148. According to information in the passage, the term “de-skilling” refers to the
(a) loss of skills to industry when skilled workers are replaced by unskilled laborers

(b) substitution of mechanized processes for labor formerly performed by skilled
workers

(c) labor theory that automation is technologically comparable to skilled labor

(d) process by which skilled machinists “teach” machines to perform certain tasks
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

149. Which of the following best characterizes the function of the second
paragraph of the passage?

(a) It develops a topic introduced in the first paragraph.

(b) It provides evidence to refute a claim presented in the first paragraph.

(c) It gives examples of a phenomenon mentioned in the first paragraph.

(d) It presents a generalization about examples given in the first paragraph.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

150. The passage suggests which of the following about N/C automation in the
machine-tool industry?

(a) It displaced fewer skilled workers than R/P automation did.

(b) It could have been implemented either by experienced machinists or by
computer engineers.
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(c) It was designed without the active involvement skilled machinists.

(d) It was more difficult to design than R/P automation was.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

151. Which of the following phrases most clearly reveals the attitude of the
author of the passage toward Noble’s central argument?

(a) “conspired against”
(b) “intolerable to management”
(c) “impressive when he applies the Marxist concept”

(d) “only evidence of conspiracy”
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

152. The author of the passage commends Noble’s book for which of the
following?

(a) Concentrating on skilled as opposed to unskilled workers in its discussion of
the machine-tool industry

(b) Offering a generalization about the motives behind the machine-tool
industry’s decision to automate

(c) Applying the concept of de-skilling to the machine tool industry
(d) Making an essential distinction between two kinds of technology employed in

the machine-tool industry
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

153. Which of the following best characterizes Forces of Production as it is
described in the passage?
(a) A comparison of two interpretations of how a particular industry evolved
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(b) An examination of the origin of a particular concept in industrial economics

(c) A study that points out the weakness of a particular interpretation of an
industrial phenomenon

(d) A history of a particular industry from an ideological point of view
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Japanese firms have achieved the highest levels of manufacturing efficiency in the
world automobile industry. Some observers of Japan have assumed that Japanese
firms use the same manufacturing equipment and techniques as United States
firms but have benefited from the unique characteristics of Japanese employees
and the Japanese culture. However, if this were true, then one would expect
Japanese auto plants in the United States to perform no better than factories run
by United States companies. This is not the case; Japanese-run automobile plants
located in the United States and staffed by local workers have demonstrated
higher levels of productivity when compared with factories owned by United
States companies.

Other observers link high Japanese productivity to higher levels of capital
investment per worker. But a historical perspective leads to a different
conclusion. When the two top Japanese automobile makers matched and then
doubled United States productivity levels in the mid-sixties, capital investment
per employee was comparable to that of United States firms. Furthermore, by the
late seventies, the amount of fixed assets required to produce one vehicle was
roughly equivalent in Japan and in the United States.

Since capital investment was not higher in Japan, it had to be other factors that
led to higher productivity. A more fruitful explanation may lie with Japanese
production techniques. Japanese automobile producers did not simply implement
conventional processes more effectively: they made critical changes in United
States procedures. For instance, the mass-production philosophy of United States
automakers encouraged the production of huge lots of cars in order to utilize fully
expensive, component-specific equipment and to occupy fully workers who have
been trained to execute one operation efficiently. Japanese automakers chose to
make small-lot production feasible by introducing several departures from United
States practices, including the use of flexible equipment that could be altered
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easily to do several different production tasks and the training of workers in
multiple jobs. Automakers could schedule the production of different
components or models on single machines, thereby eliminating the need to store
the buffer stocks of extra components that result when specialized equipment
and workers are kept constantly active.

154. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(a) present the major steps of a process

(b) clarify an ambiguity

(c) chronicle a dispute

(d) correct misconceptions
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

155. The author suggests that if the observers of Japan were correct, which of the
following would be the case?

(a) The production levels of Japanese-run plants located in the United States
would be equal to those of plants run by United States companies.

(b) The equipment used in Japanese automobile plants would be different from
the equipment used in United States plants.

(c) Japanese workers would be trained to do several different production jobs.

(d) Culture would not have an influence on the productivity levels of workers.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

156. Which of the following statements concerning the productivity levels of
automakers can be inferred from the passage?

(a) Prior to the 1960’s, the productivity levels of the top Japanese automakers
were exceeded by those of United States automakers.
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(b) The culture of a country has a large effect on the productivity levels of its
automakers.

(c) During the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, productivity levels were comparable in
Japan and the United States

(d) The greater the number of cars that are produced in a single lot, the higher a
plant’s productivity level.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

157. According to the passage, which of the following statements is true of
Japanese automobile workers?

(a) Their productivity levels did not equal those of United States automobile
workers until the late seventies.

(b) Their high efficiency levels are a direct result of cultural influences.
(c) They operate component-specific machinery.

(d) They are trained to do more than one job.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

158. Which of the following best describes the organization of the first
paragraph?

(a) A thesis is presented and supporting examples are provided.
(b) Opposing views are presented, classified, and then reconciled.
(c) A fact is stated, and an explanation is advanced and then refuted.

(d) A theory is proposed, considered, and then amended.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

159. It can be inferred from the passage that one problem associated with the
production of huge lots of cars is which of the following?
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(a) The need to manufacture flexible machinery and equipment
(b) The need to store extra components not required for immediate use

(c) The need for expensive training programs for workers, which emphasize the
development of facility in several production jobs

(d) The need to alter conventional mass-production processes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

160. Which of the following statements is supported by information stated in the
passage?

(a) Japanese and United States automakers differ in their approach to production
processes.

(b) Japanese automakers have perfected the use of single-function equipment.

(c) Japanese automakers invest more capital per employee than do United States
automakers.

(d) United States-owned factories abroad have higher production levels than do
Japanese owned plants in the United States.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

161. With which of the following predictive statement regarding Japanese
automakers would the author most likely agree?

(a) The efficiency levels of the Japanese automakers will decline if they become
less flexible in their approach to production.

(b) Japanese automakers productivity levels double during the late 1990’s.

(c) United States automakers will originate new production processes before
Japanese automakers do.

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

82
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook
(d) Japanese automakers will hire fewer workers than will United States

automakers because each worker is required to perform several jobs.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

It was once believed that the brain was independent of metabolic processes
occurring elsewhere in the body. In recent studies, however, we have discovered
that the production and release in brain neurons of the neurotransmitter
serotonin (neurotransmitters are compounds that neurons use to transmit signals
to other cells) depend directly on the food that the body processes.

Our first studies sought to determine whether the increase in serotonin observed
in rats given a large injection of the amino acid tryptophan might also occur after
rats ate meals that change tryptophan levels in the blood. We found that,
immediately after the rats began to eat, parallel elevations occurred in blood
tryptophan, brain tryptophan, and brain serotonin levels. These findings
suggested that the production and release of serotonin in brain neurons were
normally coupled with blood-tryptophan increases. In later studies we found that
injecting insulin into a rat’s bloodstream also caused parallel elevations in blood
and brain tryptophan levels and in serotonin levels. We then decided to see
whether the secretion of the animal’s own insulin similarly affected serotonin
production. We gave the rats a carbohydrate-containing meal that we knew
would elicit insulin secretion. As we had hypothesized, the blood tryptophan level
and the concentrations of tryptophan serotonin in the brain increased after the
meal.

Surprisingly, however, when we added a large amount of protein to the meal,
brain tryptophan and serotonin levels fell. Since protein contains tryptophan, why
should it depress brain tryptophan levels? The answer lies in the mechanism that
provides blood tryptophan to the brain cells. This same mechanism also provides
the brain cells with other amino acids found in protein, such as tyrosine and
Leucine. The consumption of protein increases blood concentration of the other
amino acids much more, proportionately, than it does that of tryptophan. The
more protein in the meal, the lower is the ratio of the resulting blood-tryptophan
concentration to the concentration of competing amino acids, and the more
slowly is tryptophan provided to the brain. Thus the more protein in a meal, the
less serotonin subsequently produced and released.

162. Which of the following titles best summarizes the contents of the passage?
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(a) Neurotransmitters: Their Crucial Function in Cellular Communication
(b) Diet and Survival: An Old Relationship Reexamined

(c) The Effects of Food Intake on the Production and Release of Serotonin: Some
Recent Findings

(d) The Blood Supply and the Brain: A Reciprocal Dependence
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

163. According to the passage, the speed with which tryptophan is provided to
the brain cells of a rat varies with the

(a) amount of protein present in a meal
(b) concentration of serotonin in the brain before a meal

(c) concentration of leucine in the blood rather than on the concentration of
tyrosine in the blood after a meal

(d) concentration of tryptophan in the brain before a meal
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

164. According to the passage, when the authors began their first studies, they
were aware that

(a) they would eventually need to design experiments that involved feeding rats
high concentrations of protein

(b) tryptophan levels in the blood were difficult to monitor with accuracy
(c) serotonin levels increased after rats were fed meals rich in tryptophan
(d) serotonin levels increased after rats were injected with a large amount of

tryptophan
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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165. According to the passage, one reason that the authors gave rats
carbohydrates was to

(a) depress the rats’ tryptophan levels

(b) prevent the rats from contracting diseases

(c) cause the rats to produce insulin

(d) demonstrate that insulin is the most important substance secreted by the

body
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

166. According to the passage, the more protein a rat consumes, the lower will be
the

(a) ratio of the rat’s blood-tryptophan concentration to the amount of serotonin
produced and released in the rat’s brain

(b) ratio of the rat’s blood-tryptophan concentration to the concentration in its
blood of the other amino acids contained in the protein

(c) ratio of the rat's blood-tyrosine concentration to its blood-leucine
concentration

(d) number of neurotransmitters of any kind that the rat will produce and release
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

167. The authors’ discussion of the “mechanism that provides blood tryptophan
to the brain cells” is meant to

(a) stimulate further research studies
(b) summarize an area of scientific investigation

(c) help explain why a particular research finding was obtained
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(d) provide supporting evidence for a controversial scientific theory
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

168. According to the passage, an injection of insulin was most similar in its effect
on rats to an injection of

(a) tyrosine
(b) leucine
(c) blood

(d) tryptophan
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

169. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following would be
LEAST likely to be a potential source of aid to a patient who was not adequately
producing and releasing serotonin?

(a) Meals consisting almost exclusively of protein

(b) Meals consisting almost exclusively of carbohydrates

(c) Meals that would elicit insulin secretion

(d) Meals that had very low concentrations of tyrosine
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

170. It can be inferred from the passage that the authors initially held which of
the following hypotheses about what would happen when they fed large amounts
of protein to rats?

(a) The rats’ brain serotonin levels would not decrease.

(b) The rats’ brain tryptophan levels would decrease.
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(c) The rats’ tyrosine levels would increase less quickly than would their leucine
levels.

(d) The rats would produce more insulin.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

It was once assumed that all living things could be divided into two fundamental
and exhaustive categories. Multicellular plants and animals, as well as many
unicellular organisms, are eukaryotic—their large, complex cells have a well-
formed nucleus and many organelles. On the other hand, the true bacteria are
prokaryotic cell, which are simple and lack a nucleus. The distinction between
eukaryotes and bacteria, initially defined in terms of subcellular structures visible
with a microscope, was ultimately carried to the molecular level. Here prokaryotic
and eukaryotic cells have many features in common. For instance, they translate
genetic information into proteins according to the same type of genetic coding.
But even where the molecular processes are the same, the details in the two
forms are different and characteristic of the respective forms. For example, the
amino acid sequences of various enzymes tend to be typically prokaryotic or
eukaryotic. The differences between the groups and the similarities within each
group made it seem certain to most biologists that the tree of life had only two
stems. Moreover, arguments pointing out the extent of both structural and
functional differences between eukaryotes and true bacteria convinced many
biologists that the precursors of the eukaryotes must have diverged from the
common ancestor before the bacteria arose.

Although much of this picture has been sustained by more recent research, it
seems fundamentally wrong in one respect. Among the bacteria, there are
organisms that are significantly different both from the cells of eukaryotes and
from the true bacteria, and it now appears that there are three stems in the tree
of life. New techniques for determining the molecular sequence of the RNA of
organisms have produced evolutionary information about the degree to which
organisms are related, the time since they diverged from a common ancestor, and
the reconstruction of ancestral versions of genes. These techniques have strongly
suggested that although the true bacteria indeed form a large coherent group,
certain other bacteria, the archaebacteria, which are also prokaryotes and which
resemble true bacteria, represent a distinct evolutionary branch that far
antedates the common ancestor of all true bacteria.
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171. The passage is primarily concerned with

(a) detailing the evidence that has led most biologists to replace the trichotomous
picture of living organisms with a dichotomous one

(b) outlining the factors that have contributed to the current hypothesis
concerning the number of basic categories of living organisms

(c) evaluating experiments that have resulted in proof that the prokaryotes are
more ancient than had been expected

(d) summarizing the differences in structure and function found among true
bacteria, archaebacteria, and eukaryotes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

172. According to the passage, investigations of eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells
at the molecular level supported the conclusion that

(a) most eukaryotic organisms are unicellular
(b) complex cells have well-formed nuclei
(c) prokaryotes and eukaryotes form two fundamental categories

(d) subcellular structures are visible with a microscope
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

173. According to the passage, which of the following statements about the two-
category hypothesis is likely to be true?

(a) It is promising because it explains the presence of true bacteria-like organisms
such as organelles in eukaryotic cells.

(b) It is promising because it explains why eukaryotic cells, unlike prokaryotic
cells, tend to form multicellular organisms.
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(c) It is flawed because it fails to account for the great variety among eukaryotic
organisms.

(d) It is flawed because it fails to recognize an important distinction among
prokaryotes.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

174. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following have recently
been compared in order to clarify the fundamental classifications of living things?

(a) The genetic coding in true bacteria and that in other prokaryotes

(b) The organelle structures of archaebacteria, true bacteria, and eukaryotes

(c) The cellular structures of multicellular organisms and unicellular organisms

(d) The molecular sequences in eukaryotic RNA, true bacterial RNA, and

archaebacterial RNA
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

175. If the “new techniques” were applied in studies of biological classifications
other than bacteria, which of the following is most likely?

(a) Some of those classifications will have to be reevaluated.
(b) Many species of bacteria will be reclassified.

(c) It will be determined that there are four main categories of living things rather
than three.

(d) It will be found that true bacteria are much older than eukaryotes.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

176. According to the passage, researchers working under the two-category
hypothesis were correct in thinking that
(a) prokaryotes form a coherent group
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(b) the common ancestor of all living things had complex properties
(c) eukaryotes are fundamentally different from true bacteria

(d) true bacteria are just as complex as eukaryotes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

177. All of the following statements are supported by the passage EXCEPT:
(a) True bacteria form a distinct evolutionary group.

(b) Amino acid sequences of enzymes are uniform for eukaryotic and prokaryotic
organisms.

(c) Archaebacteria are prokaryotes that resemble true bacteria.

(d) True bacteria and eukaryotes employ similar types of genetic coding.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

178. The author’s attitude toward the view that living things are divided into
three categories is best described as one of

(a) tentative acceptance
(b) mild skepticism
(c) limited denial

(d) studious criticism
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Although numbers of animals in a given region may fluctuate from year to year,
the fluctuations are often temporary and, over long periods, trivial. Scientists
have advanced three theories of population control to account for this relative
constancy.

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

90
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

The first theory attributes a relatively constant population to periodic climatic
catastrophes that decimate populations with such frequency as to prevent them
from exceeding some particular limit. In the case of small organisms with short
life cycles, climatic changes need not be catastrophic: normal seasonal changes in
photoperiod (daily amount of sunlight), for example, can govern population
growth. This theory—the density-independent view—asserts that climatic factors
exert the same regulatory effect on population regardless of the number of
individuals in a region.

A second theory argues that population growth is primarily density-dependent—
that is, the rate of growth of a population in a region decreases as the number of
animals increases. The mechanisms that manage regulation may vary. For
example, as numbers increase, the food supply would probably diminish, which
would increase mortality. In addition, as Lotka and Volterra have shown,
predators can find prey more easily in high-density populations. Other regulators
include physiological control mechanisms: for example, Christian and Davis have
demonstrated how the crowding that results from a rise in numbers may bring
about hormonal changes in the pituitary and adrenal glands that in turn may
regulate population by lowering sexual activity and inhibiting sexual maturation.
There is evidence that these effects may persist for three generations in the
absence of the original provocation. One challenge for density-dependent
theorists is to develop models that would allow the precise prediction of the
effects of crowding.

A third theory, proposed by Wynne-Edwards and termed “epideictic,” argues that
organisms have evolved a “code” in the form of social or epideictic behavior
displays, such as winter-roosting aggregations or group vocalizing; such codes
provide organisms with information on population size in a region so that they
can, if necessary, exercise reproductive restraint. However, Wynne-Edwards’
theory, linking animal social behavior and population control, has been
challenged, with some justification, by several studies.

179. The primary purpose of the passage is to
(a) argue against those scientists who maintain that animal populations tend to
fluctuate
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(b) compare and contrast the density-dependent and epideictic theories of
population control

(c) provide example of some of the ways in which animals exercise reproductive
restraint to control their own numbers

(d) summarize a number of scientific theories that attempt to explain why animal
populations do not exceed certain limits
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

180. It can be inferred from the passage that proponents of the density-
dependent theory of population control have not yet been able to

(a) use their theory to explain the population growth of organisms with short life
cycles

(b) reproduce the results of the study of Christian and Davis

(c) explain adequately why the numbers of a population can increase as the
population’s rate of growth decreases

(d) make sufficiently accurate predictions about the effects of crowding
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

181. Which of the following, if true, would best support the density-dependent
theory of population control as it is described in the passage?

(@) As the number of foxes in Minnesota decrease, the growth rate of this
population of foxes begins to increase.

(b) As the number of woodpeckers in Vermont decreases, the growth rate of this
population of woodpeckers also begins to decrease.

(c) As the number of prairie dogs in Oklahoma increases, the growth rate of this
population of prairie dogs also begins to increase.
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(d) After the number of beavers in Tennessee decreases, the number of predators

of these beavers begins to increase.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

182. According to the Wynne-Edwards theory as it is described in the passage,
epideictic behavior displays serve the function of

(a) determining roosting aggregations
(b) locating food
(c) attracting predators

(d) regulating sexual activity
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

183. The challenge posed to the Wynne-Edwards-theory by several studies is
regarded by the author with

(a) complete indifference
(b) qualified acceptance
(c) skeptical amusement

(d) perplexed astonishment
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

184. Which of the following statements would provide the most of logical
continuation of the final paragraph of the passage?

(a) Thus Wynne-Edwards’ theory raises serious questions about the constancy of
animal population in a region.

(b) Because Wynne-Edwards’ theory is able to explain more kinds of animal
behavior than is the density-dependent theory, epideictic explanations of
population regulation are now widely accepted.
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(c) The results of one study, for instance, have suggested that group vocalizing is
more often used to defend territory than to provide information about
population density.

(d) Some of these studies have, in fact, worked out a systematic and complex
code of social behavior that can regulate population size.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

A meteor stream is composed of dust particles that have been ejected from a
parent comet at a variety of velocities. These particles follow the same orbit as
the parent comet, but due to their differing velocities they slowly gain on or fall
behind the disintegrating comet until a shroud of dust surrounds the entire
cometary orbit. Astronomers have hypothesized that a meteor stream should
broaden with time as the dust particles’ individual orbits are perturbed by
planetary gravitational fields. A recent computer-modeling experiment tested this
hypothesis by tracking the influence of planetary gravitation over a projected
5,000-year period on the positions of a group of hypothetical dust particles. In the
model, the particles were randomly distributed throughout a computer
simulation of the orbit of an actual meteor stream, the Geminid. The researcher
found, as expected, that the computer-model stream broadened with time.
Conventional theories, however, predicted that the distribution of particles would
be increasingly dense toward the center of a meteor stream. Surprisingly, the
computer-model meteor stream gradually came to resemble a thick-walled,
hollow pipe.

Whenever the Earth passes through a meteor stream, a meteor shower occurs.
Moving at a little over 1,500,000 miles per day around its orbit, the Earth would
take, on average, just over a day to cross the hollow, computer-model Geminid
stream if the stream were 5,000 years old. Two brief periods of peak meteor
activity during the shower would be observed, one as the Earth entered the thick-
walled “pipe” and one as it exited. There is no reason why the Earth should
always pass through the stream’s exact center, so the time interval between the
two bursts of activity would vary from one year to the next.

Has the predicted twin-peaked activity been observed for the actual yearly
Geminid meteor shower? The Geminid data between 1970 and 1979 show just
such a bifurcation, a secondary burst of meteor activity being clearly visible at an
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average of 19 hours (1,200,000 miles) after the first burst. The time intervals
between the bursts suggest the actual Geminid stream is about 3,000 years old.

185. The primary focus of the passage is on which of the following?

(a) Comparing two scientific theories and contrasting the predictions that each
would make concerning a natural phenomenon

(b) Describing a new theoretical model and noting that it explains the nature of
observations made of a particular natural phenomenon

(c) Evaluating the results of a particular scientific experiment and suggesting
further areas for research

(d) Explaining how two different natural phenomena are related and
demonstrating a way to measure them
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

186. According to the passage, which of the following is an accurate statement
concerning meteor streams?

(a) Meteor streams and comets start out with similar orbits, but only those of
meteor streams are perturbed by planetary gravitation.

(b) Meteor streams grow as dust particles are attracted by the gravitational fields
of comets.

(c) Meteor streams are composed of dust particles derived from comets.
(d) Comets may be composed of several kinds of materials, while meteor streams

consist only of large dust particles.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

187. The author states that the research described in the first paragraph was
undertaken in order to
(a) determine the age of an actual meteor stream
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(b) identify the various structural features of meteor streams
(c) explore the nature of a particularly interesting meteor stream

(d) test the hypothesis that meteor streams become broader as they age
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

188. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following would most
probably be observed during the Earth’s passage through a meteor stream if the
conventional theories were correct?

(a) Meteor activity would gradually increase to a single, intense peak, and then
gradually decline.

(b) Meteor activity would be steady throughout the period of the meteor shower.

(c) Meteor activity would rise to a peak at the beginning and at the end of the
meteor shower.

(d) Random bursts of very high meteor activity would be interspersed with
periods of very little activity.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

189. According to the passage, why do the dust particles in a meteor stream
eventually surround a comet’s original orbit?

(a) They are ejected by the comet at differing velocities.
(b) Their orbits are uncontrolled by planetary gravitational fields.
(c) They become part of the meteor stream at different times.

(d) Their velocity slows over time.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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190. The passage suggests that which of the following is a prediction concerning
meteor streams that can be derived from both the conventional theories
mentioned in and the new computer-derived theory?

(a) Dust particles in a meteor stream will usually be distributed evenly throughout
any cross section of the steam.

(b) The orbits of most meteor streams should cross the orbit of the Earth at some
point and give rise to a meteor shower.

(c) Over time the distribution of dust in a meteor stream will usually become
denser at the outside edges of the stream than at the center.

(d) Meteor showers caused by older meteor streams should be, on average,
longer in duration than those caused by very young meteor streams.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

191. It can be inferred from the last paragraph of the passage that which of the
following must be true of the Earth as it orbits the Sun?

(a) Most meteor streams it encounters are more than 2,000 years old.

(b) When passing through a meteor stream, it usually passes near to the stream’s
center.

(c) It crosses the Geminid meteor stream once every year.

(d) It usually takes over a day to cross the actual Geminid meteor stream.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

192. Which of the following is an assumption underlying the last sentence of the
passage?

(a) In each of the years between 1970 and 1979, the Earth took exactly 19 hours
to cross the Geminid meteor stream.
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(b) The comet associated with the Geminid meteor stream has totally
disintegrated.

(c) The computer-model Geminid meteor stream provides an accurate
representation of the development of the actual Geminid stream.

(d) The Geminid meteor stream has not broadened as rapidly as the conventional
theories would have predicted.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

It is well known that biological changes at the molecular level have
morphogenetic consequences, consequences affecting the formation and
differentiation of tissues and organs. It is superfluous to point out that gene
mutations and disturbances of the bio-synthetic processes in the embryo may
result in abnormalities in the morphology (structure) of an organism. However,
whereas much is known about causes and consequences at the molecular level,
and in spite of an enormous accumulation of chemical and morphological data on
embryos of various kinds, our understanding of how genes control morphogenesis
is still far from complete. Perhaps one reason for this is that molecular biologists
and morphologists speak different languages. Whereas the former speak about
messenger-RNA and conformational changes of protein molecules, the latter
speak of ectoderms, hypoblasts, and neural crests.

One solution to this predicament is to try to find some phenomena relevant to
morphogenesis which both the molecular biologist and the morphologist can
understand and discuss. As morphogenesis must be basically the result of changes
in behavior of the individual cells, it seems logical to ask morphologists to
describe the morphogenetic events observed in terms of changes in cellular
contact, changes in the rate of proliferation of cells, or similar phenomena. Once
this is done, it may be appropriate to ask questions about the molecular
background for these changes. One may, for instance, ask whether variations in
cell contact reflect alterations in the populations of molecules at the cell surface,
or one may inquire about the molecular basis for the increased cell mobility
involved in cell dispersion.

193. The author’s primary purpose is to

(a) outline a procedure and discuss possible applications
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(b) evaluate an experiment in terms of its applicability to medical research
(c) propose a method for curing specific genetic disorders

(d) explain a problem and suggest a solution for it
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

194. The author states that research into the genetic control of morphogenesis
has been impeded by

(@) an incomplete understanding of biomolecular reactions that are highly
complex

(b) a lack of communication between scientists whose work could be
complementary

(c) a reluctance on the part of morphologists to share data with molecular
biologists

(d) a lack of research in the area of morphology
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

195. The major objective of the author’s proposal is to

(a) provide a plan for increasing knowledge about the influence of genes on
morphogenesis

(b) devise a technique for proving that abnormalities in morphology result from
gene mutations

(c) improve the procedures for organizing chemical and morphological data

(d) increase the accuracy of measurements of cell populations and cell mobility
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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196. It can be inferred from the passage that some cells that have been isolated
from an organism have the ability to

(a) control morphogenesis
(b) reform to make higher organisms
(c) reorganize to form clusters of cells

(d) regulate the transmission of light through the cell wall
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

197. It can be inferred from the passage that the study of the effects of genes on
morphogenesis is best accomplished by observing

(a) intact developing embryos
(b) adult sea urchins
(c) isolated living cells

(d) groups of genetically mutated cells
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

198. According to the passage, it is difficult to study cells in most intact embryos
because

(a) morphogenetic events cannot be isolated
(b) embryos die quickly
(c) individual cells are difficult to see

(d) individual cells reaggregate too quickly
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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199. Which of the following sequences best describes the author’s suggestion for
future research on morphogenesis?

(@) Accumulation of data, simplification of language, explanation of
morphogenesis

(b) Dispersion of cells, evaluation of cell activity, development of an explanatory
hypothesis

(c) Classification of cell types, separation of cell, observation of cell activity
(d) Observation of cell development, description of cell behavior, explanation at

the molecular level
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

200. The tone of the author’s discussion of the difference in the language used by
morphologists and that used by molecular biologists is one of

(a) indifference
(b) neutrality
(c) derision

(d) approbation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Coral reefs are one of the most fragile, biologically complex, and diverse marine
ecosystems on Earth. This ecosystem is one of the fascinating paradoxes of the
biosphere: how do clear, and thus nutrient-poor, waters support such prolific and
productive communities? Part of the answer lies within the tissues of the corals
themselves. Symbiotic cells of algae known as zooxanthellae carry out
photosynthesis using the metabolic wastes of the coral thereby producing food
for themselves, for their corals, hosts, and even for other members of the reef
community. This symbiotic process allows organisms in the reef community to use
sparse nutrient resources efficiently.
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Unfortunately for coral reefs, however, a variety of human activities are causing
worldwide degradation of shallow marine habitats by adding nutrients to the
water. Agriculture, slash-and-burn land clearing, sewage disposal and
manufacturing that creates waste by-products all increase nutrient loads in these
waters. Typical symptoms of reef decline are destabilized herbivore populations
and an increasing abundance of algae and filter-feeding animals. Declines in reef
communities are consistent with observations that nutrient input is increasing in
direct proportion to growing human populations, thereby threatening reef
communities sensitive to subtle changes in nutrient input to their waters.

201. The passage is primarily concerned with

(a) describing the effects of human activities on algae in coral reefs

(b) explaining how human activities are posing a threat to coral reef communities
(c) discussing the process by which coral reefs deteriorate in nutrient-poor waters

(d) explaining how coral reefs produce food for themselves
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

202.The passage suggests which of the following about coral reef communities?

(a) Coral reef communities may actually be more likely to thrive in waters that are
relatively low in nutrients.

(b) The nutrients on which coral reef communities thrive are only found in shallow
waters.

(c) Human population growth has led to changing ocean temperatures, which
threatens coral reef communities.

(d) The growth of coral reef communities tends to destabilize underwater
herbivore populations.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

203. The author refers to “filter-feeding animals” in order to
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(a) provide an example of a characteristic sign of reef deterioration
(b) explain how reef communities acquire sustenance for survival
(c) identify a factor that helps herbivore populations thrive

(d) indicate a cause of decreasing nutrient input in waters that reefs inhabit
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

204. According to the passage, which of the following is a factor that is
threatening the survival of coral reef communities?

(a) The waters they inhabit contain few nutrient resources.

(b) A decline in nutrient input is disrupting their symbiotic relationship with
zooxanthellae.

(c) The degraded waters of their marine habitats have reduced their ability to
carry out photosynthesis.

(d) Waste by-products result in an increase in nutrient input to reef communities.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

205. It can be inferred from the passage that the author describes coral reef
communities as paradoxical most likely for which of the following reasons?

(a) They are thriving even though human activities have depleted the nutrients in
their environment.

(b) They are able to survive in spite of an overabundance of algae inhabiting their
waters.

(c) They are able to survive in an environment with limited food resources.

(d) Their metabolic wastes contribute to the degradation of the waters that they
inhabit.
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Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

New observations about the age of some globular clusters in our Milky Way
galaxy have cast doubt on a long-held theory about how the galaxy was formed.
The Milky Way contains about 125 globular clusters (compact groups of anywhere
from several tens of thousands to perhaps a million stars) distributed in a roughly
spherical halo around the galactic nucleus. The stars in these clusters are believed
to have been born during the formation of the galaxy, and so may be considered
relics of the original galactic nebula, holding vital clues to the way the formation
took place.

The conventional theory of the formation of the galaxy contends that roughly 12
to 13 billion years ago the Milky Way formed over a relatively short time (about
200 million years) when a spherical cloud of gas collapsed under the pressure of
its own gravity into a disc surrounded by a halo. Such a rapid formation of the
galaxy would mean that all stars in the halo should be very nearly the same age.

However, the astronomer Michael Bolte has found considerable variation in the
ages of globular clusters. One of the clusters studied by Bolte is 2 billions years
older than most other clusters in the galaxy, while another is 2 billion years
younger. A colleague of Bolte contends that the cluster called Palomar 12 is 5
billion years younger than most other globular clusters.

To explain the age differences among the globular clusters, astronomers are
taking a second look at “renegade” theories. One such newly fashionable theory,
first put forward by Richard Larson in the early 1970’s, argues that the halo of the
Milky Way formed over a period of a billion or more years as hundreds of small
gas clouds drifted about, collided, lost orbital energy, and finally collapsed into a
centrally condensed elliptical system. Larson’s conception of a “lumpy and
turbulent” protogalaxy is complemented by computer modeling done in the
1970’s by mathematician Alan Toomre, which suggests that closely interacting
spiral galaxies could lose enough orbital energy to merge into a single galaxy.

206. The passage is primarily concerned with discussing

(a) the importance of determining the age of globular clusters in assessing when
the Milky Way galaxy was formed
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(b) recent changes in the procedure used by astronomers to study the formation
of the Milky Way galaxy

(c) current disputes among astronomers regarding the size and form of the Milky
Way galaxy

(d) the effect of new discoveries regarding globular clusters on theories about the
formation of the Milky Way galaxy
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

207. According to the passage, one way in which Larson’s theory and the
conventional theory of the formation of the Milky Way galaxy differs is in their
assessment of the

(a) amount of time it took to form the galaxy

(b) size of the galaxy immediately after its formation

(c) particular gas involved in the formation of the galaxy

(d) importance of the age of globular clusters in determining how the galaxy was

formed
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

208. Which of the following, if true, would be most useful in supporting the
conclusions drawn from recent observations about globular clusters?

(@) There is firm evidence that the absolute age of the Milky Way galaxy is
between 10 and 17 billion years.

(b) A study of over 1,500 individual stars in the halo of the Milky Way galaxy
indicates wide discrepancies in there ages.

(c) A survey reveals that a galaxy close to the Milky Way galaxy contains globular
clusters of ages close to the age of Palomar 12.
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(d) Space probes indicate that the stars in the Milky Way galaxy are composed of

several different types of gas.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

209. If Bolte and his colleague are both correct, it can be inferred that the
globular cluster Palomar 12 is approximately

(a) 5 billion years younger than any other cluster in the galaxy
(b) the same age as most other clusters in the galaxy
(c) 7 billion years younger than another cluster in the galaxy

(d) 12 billion years younger than most other clusters in the galaxy
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

210. The passage suggests that Toomre’s work complements Larson’s theory
because it

(a) specifies more precisely the time frame proposed by Larson
(b) subtly alters Larson’s theory to make it more plausible
(c) supplements Larson’s hypothesis with direct astronomical observations

(d) provides theoretical support for the ideas suggested by Larson
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

211. Which of the following most accurately states a finding of Bolte’s research,
as described in the passage?

(a) The globular clusters in the Milky Way galaxy are 2 billion years older than
predicted by the conventional theory.

(b) The ages of at least some globular clusters in the Milky Way galaxy differ by at
least 4 billion years.
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(c) One of the globular clusters in the Milky Way galaxy is 5 billion years younger
than most others.

(d) The globular clusters in the Milky Way galaxy are significantly older than the
individual stars in the halo.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

212. The author of the passage puts the word “renegade” in quotation marks
most probably in order to

(a) indicate that the theories in question are no longer as unconventional as they
once seemed

(b) emphasize the lack of support for the theories in question

(c) contrast the controversial quality of the theories in question with the
respectable character of their formulators

(d) generate skepticism about the theories in question
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Extended debate concerning the exact point of origin of individual folktales told
by Afro-American slaves has unfortunately taken precedence over analysis of the
tales’ meaning and function. Cultural continuities with Africa were not dependent
on importation and perpetuation of specific folktales in their pristine form. It is in
the place that tales occupied in the lives of the slaves and in the meaning slaves
derived from them that the clearest resemblances to African tradition can be
found. Afro-American slaves did not borrow tales indiscriminately from the
Whites among whom they lived. Black people were most influenced by those
Euro-American tales whose functional meaning and aesthetic appeal had the
greatest similarity to the tales with deep roots in their ancestral homeland.
Regardless of where slave tales came from, the essential point is that, with
respect to language, delivery, details of characterization, and plot, slaves quickly
made them their own.

213. The author claims that most studies of folktales told by Afro-American slaves
are inadequate because the studies
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(a) fail to recognize any possible Euro-American influence on the folktales

(b) do not pay enough attention to the features of a folktale that best reveal an
African influence

(c) overestimate the number of folktales brought from Africa by the slaves
(d) do not consider the fact that a folktale can be changed as it is retold many

times
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

214. The author’s main purpose is to
(a) create a new field of study

(b) discredit an existing field of study
(c) change the focus of a field of study

(d) transplant scholarly techniques from one field of study to another
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

215. The passage suggests that the author would regard which of the following
areas of inquiry as most likely to reveal the slaves’ cultural continuities with
Africa?

(a) The means by which Blacks disseminated their folktales in nineteenth-century
America

(b) Specific regional differences in the styles of delivery used by the slaves in
telling folktales

(c) The functional meaning of Black folktales in the lives of White children raised
by slave
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(d) The specific way the slaves used folktales to impart moral teaching to their

children
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

216. Which of the following techniques is used by the author in developing the
argument in the passage?

(a) Giving a cliché a new meaning
(b) Pointedly refusing to define key terms

(c) Juxtaposing statements of what is not the case and statements of what is the
case

(d) Concluding the passage with a restatement of the first point made in the
passage
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

My objective is to analyze certain forms of knowledge, not in terms of repression
or law, but in terms of power. But the word power is apt to lead to
misunderstandings about the nature, form, and unity of power. By power, | do
not mean a group of institutions and mechanisms that ensure the subservience of
the citizenry. | do not mean, either, a mode of subjugation that, in contrast to
violence, has the form of the rule. Finally, | do not have in mind a general system
of domination exerted by one group over another, a system whose effects,
through successive derivations, pervade the entire social body. The sovereignty of
the state, the form of law, or the overall unity of a domination are only the
terminal forms power takes.

It seems to me that power must be understood as the multiplicity of force
relations that are immanent in the social sphere; as the process that, through
ceaseless struggle and confrontation, transforms, strengthens, or reverses them;
as the support that these force relations find in one another, or on the contrary,
the disjunctions and contradictions that isolate them from one another; and
lastly, as the strategies in which they take effect, whose general design or
institutional crystallization is embodied in the state apparatus, in the formulation
of the law, in the various social hegemonies.
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Thus, the viewpoint that permits one to understand the exercise of power, even
in its more “peripheral” effects, and that also makes it possible to use its
mechanisms as a structural framework for analyzing the social order, must not be
sought in a unique source of sovereignty from which secondary and descendent
forms of power emanate but in the moving substrate of force relations that, by
virtue of their inequality, constantly engender local and unstable states of power.
If power seems omnipresent, it is not because it has the privilege of consolidating
everything under its invincible unity, but because it is produced from one
moment to the next, at every point, or rather in every relation from one point to
another. Power is everywhere, not because it embraces everything, but because it
comes from everywhere. And if power at times seems to be permanent,
repetitious, inert, and self-reproducing, it is simply because the overall effect that
emerges from all these mobilities is a concatenation that rests on each of them
and seeks in turn to arrest their movement. One needs to be nominalistc, no
doubt: power is not an institution, and not a structure; neither is it a certain
strength we are endowed with; it is the name that one attributes to a complex
strategic situation in a particular society.

217. The author’s primary purpose in defining power is to
(a) counteract self-serving and confusing uses of the term

(b) establish a compromise among those who have defined the term in different
ways

(c) increase comprehension of the term by providing concrete examples
(d) avoid possible misinterpretations resulting from the more common uses of the

word power
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

218. According to the passage, which of the following best describes the
relationship between law and power?

(a) Law is the protector of power.

(b) Law is the source of power.
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(c) Law sets bounds to power.

(d) Law is a product of power.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

219. Which of the following methods is NOT used extensively by the author in
describing his own conception of power?

(a) Restatement of central ideas
(b) Provision of concrete examples
(c) Analysis and classification

(d) Comparison and contrast
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

220. With which of the following statement would the author be most likely to
agree?

(a) Power tends to corrupt; absolute power corrupts absolutely.
(b) The highest proof of virtue is to possess boundless power without abusing it.
(c) To love knowledge is to love power.

(d) It is from the people and their deeds that power springs.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

221. The author’s attitude toward the various kinds of compulsion employed by
social institutions is best described as

(a) concerned and sympathetic

(b) scientific and detached
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(c) meditative and wistful

(d) reproachful and disturbed
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

222. According to the passage, states of power are transient because of the
(a) differing natures and directions of the forces that create them

(b) rigid structural framework in which they operate

(c) unique source from which they emanate

(d) pervasive nature and complexity of the mechanisms by which they operate
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

223. It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes the conflict
among social forces to be

(a) essentially the same from one society to another even though its outward
manifestation may seem different

(b) usually the result of misunderstandings that impede social progress
(c) an inevitable feature of the social order of any state

(d) wrongly blamed for disrupting the stability of society
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The hypothesis of an expanding Earth has never attracted notable support, and if
it were not for the historical example of continental drift, such indifference might
be a legitimate response to an apparently improbable concept. It should be
remembered, however, that drift too was once regarded as illusory, but the idea
was kept alive until evidence from physicists compelled geologists to reinterpret
their data.

Of course, it would be as dangerous to overreact to history by concluding that the
majority must now be wrong about expansion as it would be to reenact the
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response that greeted the suggestion that the continents had drifted. The cases
are not precisely analogous. There were serious problems with the pre-drift world
view that a drift theory could help to resolve, whereas Earth expansion appears to
offer no comparable advantages. If, however, physicists could show that the
Earth’s gravitational force has decreased with time, expansion would have to be
reconsidered and accommodated.

224. The passage indicates that one reason why the expansion hypothesis has
attracted little support is that it will not

(a) overcome deficiencies in current geologic hypotheses
(b) clarify theories concerning the Earth’s gravitational forces
(c) complement the theory of continental drift

(d) accommodate relevant theories from the field of physics
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

225. The final acceptance of a drift theory could best be used to support the
argument that

(a) physicists are reluctant to communicate with other scientists
(b) improbable hypotheses usually turn out to be valid
(c) there should be cooperation between different fields of science

(d) there is a need for governmental control of scientific research
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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226. In developing his argument, the author warns against
(a) relying on incomplete measurements

(b) introducing irrelevant information

(c) rejecting corroborative evidence

(d) making unwarranted comparisons
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

227. It can be deduced from the passage that the gravitational force at a point on
the Earth’s surface is

(a) representative of the geologic age of the Earth
(b) analogous to the movement of land masses
(c) similar to optical phenomena such as mirages

(d) proportional to the size of the Earth
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

No very satisfactory account of the mechanism that caused the formation of the
ocean basins has yet been given. The traditional view supposes that the upper
mantle of the earth behaves as a liquid when it is subjected to small forces for
long periods and that differences in temperature under oceans and continents are
sufficient to produce convection in the mantle of the earth with rising convection
currents under the mid-ocean ridges and sinking currents under the continents.
Theoretically, this convection would carry the continental plates along as though
they were on a conveyor belt and would provide the forces needed to produce
the split that occurs along the ridge. This view may be correct: it has the
advantage that the currents are driven by temperature differences that
themselves depend on the position of the continents. Such a back-coupling, in
which the position of the moving plate has an impact on the forces that move it,
could produce complicated and varying motions.
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On the other hand, the theory is implausible because convection does not
normally occur along lines, and it certainly does not occur along lines broken by
frequent offsets or changes in direction, as the ridge is. Also it is difficult to see
how the theory applies to the plate between the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and the ridge
in the Indian Ocean. This plate is growing on both sides, and since there is no
intermediate trench, the two ridges must be moving apart. It would be odd if the
rising convection currents kept exact pace with them. An alternative theory is that
the sinking part of the plate, which is denser than the hotter surrounding mantle,
pulls the rest of the plate after it. Again it is difficult to see how this applies to the
ridge in the South Atlantic, where neither the African nor the American plate has
a sinking part.

Another possibility is that the sinking plate cools the neighboring mantle and
produces convection currents that move the plates. This last theory is attractive
because it gives some hope of explaining the enclosed seas, such as the Sea of
Japan. These seas have a typical oceanic floor, except that the floor is overlaid by
several kilometers of sediment. Their floors have probably been sinking for long
periods. It seems possible that a sinking current of cooled mantle material on the
upper side of the plate might be the cause of such deep basins. The enclosed seas
are an important feature of the earth’s surface, and seriously require explanation
because, in addition to the enclosed seas that are developing at present behind
island arcs, there are a number of older ones of possibly similar origin, such as the
Gulf of Mexico, the Black Sea, and perhaps the North Sea.

228. According to the traditional view of the origin of the ocean basins, which of
the following is sufficient to move the continental plates?

(a) Increases in sedimentation on ocean floors
(b) Spreading of ocean trenches
(c) Differences in temperature under oceans and continents

(d) Movement of mid-ocean ridges
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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229. It can be inferred from the passage that, of the following, the deepest
sediments would be found in the

(a) Indian Ocean
(b) Black Sea
(c) Mid-Atlantic

(d) South Atlantic
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

230. The author refers to a “conveyor belt” in order to

(a) illustrate the effects of convection in the mantle

(b) show how temperature differences depend on the positions of the continents
(c) demonstrate the linear nature of the Mid-Atlantic Ridge

(d) describe the complicated motions made possible by back-coupling
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

231. The author regards the traditional view of the origin of the oceans with
(a) slight apprehension

(b) absolute indifference

(c) indignant anger

(d) guarded skepticism
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

232. According to the passage, which of the following are separated by a plate
that is growing on both sides?
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(a) The Pacific Ocean and the Sea of Japan
(b) The South Atlantic Ridge and the North Sea Ridge
(c) The Gulf of Mexico and the South Atlantic Ridge

(d) The Mid-Atlantic Ridge and the Indian Ocean Ridge
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

233. Which of the following, if it could be demonstrated, would most support the
traditional view of ocean formation?

(a) Convection usually occurs along lines.
(b) The upper mantle behaves as a dense solid.
(c) Sedimentation occurs at a constant rate.

(d) Sinking plates cool the mantle.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

234. According to the passage, the floor of the Black Sea can best be compared to
a

(a) rapidly moving conveyor belt
(b) slowly settling foundation
(c) rapidly expanding balloon

(d) violently erupting volcano
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

235. Which of the following titles would best describe the content of the passage?

(a) A Description of the Oceans of the World
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(b) Several Theories of Ocean Basin Formation
(c) The Traditional View of the Oceans

(d) Convection and Ocean Currents
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Climatic conditions are delicately adjusted to the composition of the Earth’s
atmosphere. If there were a change in the atmosphere—for example, in the
relative proportions of atmospheric gases—the climate would probably change
also. A slight increase in water vapor, for instance, would increase the heat-
retaining capacity of the atmosphere and would lead to a rise in global
temperatures. In contrast, a large increase in water vapor would increase the
thickness and extent of the cloud layer, reducing the amount of solar energy
reaching the Earth’s surface.

The level of carbon dioxide, CO, in the atmosphere has an important effect on
climatic change. Most of the Earth’s incoming energy is short-wavelength
radiation, which tends to pass through atmospheric CO easily. The Earth,
however, reradiates much of the received energy as long-wavelength radiation,
which CO absorbs and then remits toward the Earth. This phenomenon, known as
the greenhouse effect, can result in an increase in the surface temperature of a
planet. An extreme example of the effect is shown by Venus, a planet covered by
heavy clouds composed mostly of CO, whose surface temperatures have been
measured at 430 degree. If the CO content of the atmosphere is reduced, the
temperature falls. According to one respectable theory, if the atmospheric CO
concentration were halved, the Earth would become completely covered with ice.
Another equally respectable theory, however, states that a halving of the CO
concentration would lead only to a reduction in global temperatures of 3 degree.

If, because of an increase in forest fires or volcanic activity, the CO content of the
atmosphere increased, a warmer climate would be produced. Plant growth, which
relies on both the warmth and the availability of CO would probably increase. As a
consequence, plants would use more and more CO. Eventually CO levels would
diminish and the climate, in turn, would become cooler. With reduced
temperatures many plants would die; CO would thereby be returned to the
atmosphere and gradually the temperature would rise again. Thus, if this process
occurred, there might be a long-term oscillation in the amount of CO present in
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the atmosphere, with regular temperature increases and decreases of a set
magnitude.

Some climatologists argue that the burning of fossil fuels has raised the level of
CO in the atmosphere and has caused a global temperature increase of at least
1?. But a supposed global temperature rise of 1 degree may in reality be only
several regional temperature increases, restricted to areas where there are many
meteorological stations and caused simply by shifts in the pattern of atmospheric
circulation. Other areas, for example the Southern Hemisphere oceanic zone, may
be experiencing an equivalent temperature decrease that is unrecognized
because of the shortage of meteorological recording stations.

236. The passage supplies information for answering which of the following
qguestions?

(a) Why are projections of the effects of changes in water vapor levels on the
climate so inaccurate?

(b) What are the steps in the process that takes place as CO absorbs long-
wavelength radiation?

(c) How might our understanding of the greenhouse effect be improved if the
burning of fossil fuels were decreased?

(d) What might cause a series of regular increases and decreases in the amount of
CO in the atmosphere?
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

237. The author is primarily concerned with
(a) explaining the effects that the burning of fossil fuels might have on climate
(b) illustrating the effects of CO on atmospheric radiation

(c) discussing effects that changes in the CO level in the atmosphere might have
on climate
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(d) challenging hypotheses about the effects of water vapor and CO on climate
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

238. The passage suggests that a large decrease in the amount of CO in the
atmosphere would result in

(a) at least a slight decrease in global temperatures
(b) at the most a slight increase in short-wavelength radiation reaching the Earth
(c) a slight long-term increase in global temperatures

(d) a large long-term increase in the amount of volcanic activity
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

239. The author refers to Venus primarily in order to
(a) show the inherent weakness of the greenhouse effect theory
(b) show that the greenhouse effect works on other planets but not on Earth

(c) ) support the argument that the CO level in the atmosphere has a significant
effect on climate

(d) support the contention that as water vapor increase, the amount of CO
increases
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

240. The passage suggests that if there were a slight global warming at the
present time, it would be

(a) easy to measure the exact increase in temperature because of the abundance
of temperature recording stations throughout the world

(b) difficult to measure the increase of CO in the atmosphere because of local
variations in amounts
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(c) easy to demonstrate the effects of the warming on the water vapor in the
atmosphere

(d) difficult to prove that the warming was caused by the burning of fossil fuels
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

241. The discussion of climate in the passage suggests which of the following
conclusion?

l. Climate is not perfectly stable, and slight regional temperature variations
can be considered a normal feature of the environment.

Il. We are unable at present to measure global temperature changes
precisely.

lll.  The most important cause of regional climatic fluctuations is the change in
CO levels in the atmosphere.

(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

242. All of the following can be found in the author’s discussion of climate EXCEPT

(a) a statement about the effects of increased volcanic activity on the Earth’s
temperatures

(b) an indication of the effect of an increase in water vapor in the atmosphere

(c) a contrast between two theories about the effects of a lowering of CO levels in
the atmosphere
(d) a generalization about the efficiency of meteorological recording stations
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Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The transfer of heat and water vapor from the ocean to the air above depends on
a disequilibrium at the interface of the water and the air. Within about a
millimeter of the water, air temperature is close to that of the surface water, and
the air is nearly saturated with water vapor. But the differences, however small,
are crucial, and the disequilibrium is maintained by air near the surface mixing
with air higher up, which is typically appreciably cooler and lower in water-vapor
content. The air is mixed by means of turbulence that depends on the wind for its
energy. As wind speed increases, so does turbulence, and thus the rate of heat
and moisture transfer. Detailed understanding of this phenomenon awaits further
study. An interacting—and complicating—phenomenon is wind-to-water transfer
of momentum that occurs when waves are formed. When the wind makes waves,
it transfers important amounts of energy—energy that is therefore not available
to provide turbulence.

243. The primary purpose of the passage is to
(a) resolve a controversy

(b) describe a phenomenon

(c) outline a theory

(d) confirm research findings
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

244, According to the passage, wind over the ocean generally does which of the
following?

l. Causes relatively cool, dry air to come into proximity with the ocean
surface.

Il. Maintains a steady rate of heat and moisture transfer between the ocean
and the air.

lll.  Causes frequent changes in the temperature of the water at the ocean’s
surface.
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(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

245. It can be inferred from the passage that the author regards current
knowledge about heat and moisture transfer from the ocean to air as

(a) revolutionary
(b) inconsequential
(c) outdated

(d) incomplete
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

246. The passage suggests that if on a certain day the wind were to decrease until
there was no wind at all which of the following would occur?

(@) The air closest to the ocean surface would become saturated with water
vapor.

(b) The air closest to the ocean surface would be warmer than the water.
(c) The amount of moisture in the air closest to the ocean surface would decrease.

(d) The rate of heat and moisture transfer would increase.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

247. With the increase in the speed of the wind which of the following also
increase
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1. Turbulence

2. Rate of heat transfer

3. Rate of moisture transfer
(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2

(c)1and3

(d)1,2and 3
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

In the eighteenth century, Japan’s feudal overlords, from the shogun to the
humblest samurai, found themselves under financial stress. In part, this stress can
be attributed to the overlords’ failure to adjust to a rapidly expanding economy,
but the stress was also due to factors beyond the overlords’ control.
Concentration of the samurai in castle-towns had acted as a stimulus to trade.
Commercial efficiency, in turn, had put temptations in the way of buyers. Since
most samurai had been reduced to idleness by years of peace, encouraged to
engage in scholarship and martial exercises or to perform administrative tasks
that took little time, it is not surprising that their tastes and habits grew
expensive. Overlords’ income, despite the increase in rice production among their
tenant farmers, failed to keep pace with their expenses. Although shortfalls in
overlords’ income resulted almost as much from laxity among their tax collectors
(the nearly inevitable outcome of hereditary office-holding) as from their higher
standards of living, a misfortune like a fire or flood, bringing an increase in
expenses or a drop in revenue, could put a domain in debt to the city rice-brokers
who handled its finances. Once in debt, neither the individual samurai nor the
shogun himself found it easy to recover.lt was difficult for individual samurai
overlords to increase their income because the amount of rice that farmers could
be made to pay in taxes was not unlimited, and since the income of Japan’s
central government consisted in part of taxes collected by the shogun from his
huge domain, the government too was constrained. Therefore, the Tokugawa
shoguns began to look to other sources for revenue. Cash profits from
government-owned mines were already on the decline because the most easily
worked deposits of silver and gold had been exhausted, although debasement of
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the coinage had compensated for the loss. Opening up new farmland was a
possibility, but most of what was suitable had already been exploited and further
reclamation was technically unfeasible. Direct taxation of the samurai themselves
would be politically dangerous. This left the shoguns only commerce as a
potential source of government income.

Most of the country’s wealth, or so it seemed, was finding its way into the hands
of city merchants. It appeared reasonable that they should contribute part of that
revenue to ease the shogun’s burden of financing the state. A means of obtaining
such revenue was soon found by levying forced loans, known as goyo-kin;
although these were not taxes in the strict sense, since they were irregular in
timing and arbitrary in amount, they were high in yield. Unfortunately, they
pushed up prices. Thus, regrettably, the Tokugawa shoguns’ search for solvency
for the government made it increasingly difficult for individual Japanese who lived
on fixed stipends to make ends meet.

248. The passage is most probably an excerpt from
(a) an economic history of Japan

(b) the memoirs of a samurai warrior

(c) a modern novel about eighteenth-century Japan

(d) an essay contrasting Japanese feudalism with its Western counterpart
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

249. Which of the following financial situations is most analogous to the financial
situation in which Japan’s Tokugawa shoguns found themselves in the eighteenth
century?

(a) A small business borrows heavily to invest in new equipment, but is able to
pay off its debt early when it is awarded a lucrative government contract.

(b) Fire destroys a small business, but insurance covers the cost of rebuilding.

(c) A small business is turned down for a loan at a local bank because the owners
have no credit history.
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(d) A small business has to struggle to meet operating expenses when its profits
decrease.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

250. Which of the following best describes the attitude of the author toward the
samurai

(a) Warmly approving
(b) Mildly sympathetic
(c) Bitterly disappointed

(d) Harshly disdainful
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

251. According to the passage, the major reason for the financial problems
experienced by Japan’s feudal overlords in the eighteenth century was that

(a) spending had outdistanced income
(b) trade had fallen off
(c) profits from mining had declined

(d) the coinage had been sharply debased
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

252. The passage implies that individual samurai did not find it easy to recover
from debt for which of the following reasons?

(a) Agricultural production had increased.
(b) Taxes were irregular in timing and arbitrary in amount.

(c) There was a limit to the amount in taxes that farmers could be made to pay.
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(d) The domains of samurai overlords were becoming smaller and poorer as
government revenues increased.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

253. The passage suggests that, in eighteenth-century Japan, the office of tax
collector

(a) was a source of personal profit to the officeholder
(b) was regarded with derision by many Japanese
(c) remained within families

(d) existed only in castle-towns
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

254. Which of the following could best be substituted for the word “This” in the
last line of the first paragraph without changing the meaning of the passage?

(a) The search of Japan’s Tokugawa shoguns for solvency
(b) The importance of commerce in feudal Japan
(c) The unfairness of the tax structure in eighteenth century Japan

(d) The difficulty of increasing government income by other means
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

255. The passage implies that which of the following was the primary reason why
the Tokugawa shoguns turned to city merchants for help in financing the state?

(a) A series of costly wars had depleted the national treasury.

(b) Most of the country’s wealth appeared to be in city merchants’ hands.
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(c) Japan had suffered a series of economic reversals due to natural disasters such
as floods.

(d) The merchants were already heavily indebted to the shoguns.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

256. According to the passage, the actions of the Tokugawa shoguns in their
search for solvency for the government were regrettable because those actions

(a) raised the cost of living by pushing up prices

(b) resulted in the exhaustion of the most easily worked deposits of silver and
gold

(c) were far lower in yield than had originally been anticipated

(d) did not succeed in reducing government spending
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Between the eighth and eleventh centuries A. D., the Byzantine Empire staged an
almost unparalleled economic and cultural revival, a recovery that is all the more
striking because it followed a long period of severe internal decline. By the early
eighth century, the empire had lost roughly two-thirds of the territory it had
possessed in the year 600, and its remaining area was being raided by Arabs and
Bulgarians, who at times threatened to take Constantinople and extinguish the
empire altogether. The wealth of the state and its subjects was greatly
diminished, and artistic and literary production had virtually ceased. By the early
eleventh century, however, the empire had regained almost half of its lost
possessions, its new frontiers were secure, and its influence extended far beyond
its borders. The economy had recovered, the treasury was full, and art and
scholarship had advanced.

To consider the Byzantine military, cultural, and economic advances as
differentiated aspects of a single phenomenon is reasonable. After all, these three
forms of progress have gone together in a number of states and civilizations.
Rome under Augustus and fifth-century Athens provide the most obvious
examples in antiquity. Moreover, an examination of the apparent sequential
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connections among military, economic, and cultural forms of progress might help
explain the dynamics of historical change.

The common explanation of these apparent connections in the case of Byzantium
would run like this: when the empire had turned back enemy raids on its own
territory and had begun to raid and conquer enemy territory, Byzantine resources
naturally expanded and more money became available to patronize art and
literature. Therefore, Byzantine military achievements led to economic advances,
which in turn led to cultural revival.No doubt this hypothetical pattern did apply
at times during the course of the recovery. Yet it is not clear that military
advances invariably came first, economic advances second, and intellectual
advances third. In the 860’s the Byzantine Empire began to recover from Arab
incursions so that by 872 the military balance with the Abbasid Caliphate had
been permanently altered in the empire’s favor. The beginning of the empire’s
economic revival, however, can be placed between 810 and 830. Finally, the
Byzantine revival of learning appears to have begun even earlier. A number of
notable scholars and writers appeared by 788 and, by the last decade of the
eighth century, a cultural revival was in full bloom, a revival that lasted until the
fall of Constantinople in 1453. Thus the commonly expected order of military
revival followed by economic and then by cultural recovery was reversed in
Byzantium. In fact, the revival of Byzantine learning may itself have influenced the
subsequent economic and military expansion.

257. Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage?

(a) The Byzantine Empire was a unique case in which the usual order of military
and economic revival preceding cultural revival was reversed.

(b) The economic, cultural, and military revival in the Byzantine Empire between
the eighth and eleventh centuries was similar in its order to the sequence of
revivals in Augustan Rome and fifth century Athens.

(c) The revival of the Byzantine Empire between the eighth and eleventh centuries
shows cultural rebirth preceding economic and military revival, the reverse of the
commonly accepted order of progress.
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(d) The eighth-century revival of Byzantine learning is an inexplicable

phenomenon, and its economic and military precursors have yet to be discovered.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

258. The primary purpose of the paragraph is which of the following?
(a) To establish the uniqueness of the Byzantine revival

(b) To show that Augustan Rome and fifth-century Athens are examples of
cultural, economic, and military expansion against which all subsequent cases
must be measured

(c) To suggest that cultural, economic, and military advances have tended to be
closely interrelated in different societies

(d) To argue that, while the revivals of Augustan Rome and fifth-century Athens
were similar, they are unrelated to other historical examples
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

259. It can be inferred from the passage that by the eleventh century the
Byzantine military forces

(a) had reached their peak and begun to decline
(b) had eliminated the Bulgarian army
(c) were comparable in size to the army of Rome under Augustus

(d) were strong enough to withstand the Abbasid Caliphate’s military forces
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

260. It can be inferred from the passage that the Byzantine Empire sustained
significant territorial losses

(a) in 600

(b) during the seventh century
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(c) a century after the cultural achievements of the Byzantine Empire had been
lost

(d) soon after the revival of Byzantine learning
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

261. In the third paragraph, the author most probably provides an explanation of
the apparent connections among economic, military, and cultural development in
order to

(a) suggest that the process of revival in Byzantium accords with this model

(b) set up an order of events that is then shown to be not generally applicable to
the case of Byzantium

(c) cast aspersions on traditional historical scholarship about Byzantium
(d) suggest that Byzantium represents a case for which no historical precedent

exists
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

262. Which of the following does the author mention as crucial evidence
concerning the manner in which the Byzantine revival began?

(a) The Byzantine military revival of the 860’s led to economic and cultural
advances.

(b) The Byzantine cultural revival lasted until 1453.
(c) The Byzantine economic recovery began in the 900’s.

(d) The revival of Byzantine learning began toward the end of the eighth century.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

263. According to the author, “The common explanation” of connections between
economic, military, and cultural development is
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(a) revolutionary and too new to have been applied to the history of the
Byzantine Empire

(b) reasonable, but an antiquated theory of the nature of progress

(c) not applicable to the Byzantine revival as a whole, but does perhaps accurately
describe limited periods during the revival

(d) equally applicable to the Byzantine case as a whole and to the history of
military, economic, and cultural advances in ancient Greece and Rome
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

A major consequence of fast-paced motorisation and expansion of roads and
highways in India is the mounting rate of fatalities and injuries from traffic
accidents. More than 110,000 people are killed on the roads each year, with the
death toll rising by eight per cent annually; the estimate for serious injuries is1.6
million. India's roads are now rated the worst in the world. Viewed against this
background, the road safety initiative launched by the central government and
the World Bank to cover 3,000 km of high-risk national and State highways in
Assam, Gujarat, and Karnataka is an incremental step to improve the situation.
Under the plan, affordable improvements based on the latest technologies will be
put in place to reduce crashesand fatalities. The project will draw upon the
experience of the International Road Assessment Programme supported by the
World Bank in several countries. The investments can improve the safety record
of some roads. What is important, however, is for the government to
demonstrate the political will to move beyond limited schemes in a few States.
The continuing carnage demands a policy of zero tolerance to crashes covering
the entire network of 65,000-plus km of national highways and the quarter million
km of urban roads. Almost three years ago, the Sundar Committee recommended
a national road safety policy but precious little has been done by way of
implementation.

264. In the beginning of the paragraph the author wants to convey that

(a) India is experiencing a fast-paced motorisation and expansion of roads and
highways
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(b) The death of 110,000 people on the roads each year
(c) The estimated serious injuries of 1.6 million

(d) Poor quality of roads
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

265. What does author means by saying that "India's roads are now rated the
worst in the world"

(a) The roads in India are actually the worst in the world
(b) India is one of the worst country in the world
(c) There is an urgent need to improve the conditions of road in India

(d) So many deaths and injury on roads justify India to be the worst country
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

266. The road safety initiative has been launched bythe central government to
(a) improve the conditions of the road

(b) please world bank

(c) improve the safety record of some roads

(d) prevent crashes and fatalities on roads
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

267. What is special about the the road safety initiative
(a) It is being assisted by the World Bank

(b) It will cover 3,000 km of high-risk national and State highways in Assam,
Gujarat, and Karnataka
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(c) It will reduce crashes and fatalities on some roads

(d) It will draw upon the experience of the International Road Assessment
Programme supported by the World Bank in several countries
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

268. Which of the following is appreciated by the author regarding the road safety
initiative

(a) It is covering the high risk national and state highways
(b) It can improve the safety record of some roads

(c) It draws upon the experience of the International Road Assessment
Programme

(d) The role of the world bank in the road safety initiative
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Sachin Tendulkar said it best when asked what his 50th Test century meant to
him. He struggled at first to articulate himself but eventually conveyed the sense
that it was just another number — a satisfying number no doubt, but just
another. As he has said time and again, records matter little to him; what has
driven him to play for 21 years is an unaffected love for the game, which hasn't
dimmed since he knew it first as a little boy. Yet it's through his numbers that we
can better value his genius. It's these records — his ODI double-hundred earlier
this year, for instance — that help nuance the understanding of greatness. So
while a 50th hundred is no more significant than a 51st or a 49th, the roundness
of the number presents the opportunity tostand back and appreciate what the
achievement involves. Longevity is the litmus test of greatness — over a long
career, even more so in the case of Tendulkar's which has spanned cricket eras,
no facet remains untested. Consider that he started against Imran Khan, Wasim
Akram, and Wagqar Younis — three of the greatest fast-bowlers of all time — and
made his 50th hundred against Dale Steyn, who will soon have a similar standing,
and the scale of the feat becomes apparent.
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269. Which of the following is the best thing Sachinsaid when asked what his 50th
Test century meant to him

(a) A significant achievment
(b) A new land mark in his cricket career
(c) Just another achievment

(d) A satisfying another achievement
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

270. Which of the following is most important for Schin
(a) 50th Test century

(b) ODI double-hundred

(c) Both

(d) Love for cricket
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

271. Why the author is emphasising on 50th Test century

(a) It is a great record

(b) Records do not matter for Sachin

(c) It is a number by which the author wants to appreciate Schin's achievment

(d) 50 is the standard number for judging any record
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

272. According to the author which of the following is special about Sachin

(a) His 21 year cricket career
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(b) Ability to face fast bowler like Imran Khan, Wasim Akram, and Wagqar Younis
(c) His 50th Test century against Dale Steyn

(d) Successfully facing all challenges in a long cricket career
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Between the eighth and eleventh centuries A. D., the Byzantine Empire staged an
almost unparalleled economic and cultural revival, a recovery that is all the more
striking because it followed a long period of severe internal decline. By the early
eighth century, the empire had lost roughly two-thirds of the territory it had
possessed in the year 600, and its remaining area was being raided by Arabs and
Bulgarians, who at times threatened to take Constantinople and extinguish the
empire altogether. The wealth of the state and its subjects was greatly
diminished, and artistic and literary production had virtually ceased. By the early
eleventh century, however, the empire had regained almost half of its lost
possessions, its new frontiers were secure, and its influence extended far beyond
its borders. The economy had recovered, the treasury was full, and art and
scholarship had advanced.

To consider the Byzantine military, cultural, and economic advances as
differentiated aspects of a single phenomenon is reasonable. After all, these three
forms of progress have gone together in a number of states and civilizations.
Rome under Augustus and fifth-century Athens provide the most obvious
examples in antiquity. Moreover, an examination of the apparent sequential
connections among military, economic, and cultural forms of progress might help
explain the dynamics of historical change.

The common explanation of these apparent connections in the case of Byzantium
would run like this: when the empire had turned back enemy raids on its own
territory and had begun to raid and conquer enemy territory, Byzantine resources
naturally expanded and more money became available to patronize art and
literature. Therefore, Byzantine military achievements led to economic advances,
which in turn led to cultural revival.

No doubt this hypothetical pattern did apply at times during the course of the
recovery. Yet it is not clear that military advances invariably came first, economic
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advances second, and intellectual advances third. In the 860’s the Byzantine
Empire began to recover from Arab incursions so that by 872 the military balance
with the Abbasid Caliphate had been permanently altered in the empire’s favor.
The beginning of the empire’s economic revival, however, can be placed between
810 and 830. Finally, the Byzantine revival of learning appears to have begun even
earlier.

A number of notable scholars and writers appeared by 788 and, by the last
decade of the eighth century, a cultural revival was in full bloom, a revival that
lasted until the fall of Constantinople in 1453. Thus the commonly expected order
of military revival followed by economic and then by cultural recovery was
reversed in Byzantium. In fact, the revival of Byzantine learning may itself have
influenced the subsequent economic and military expansion.

273. Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage?

(a) The Byzantine Empire was a unique case in which the usual order of military
and economic revival preceding cultural revival was reversed.

(b) The economic, cultural, and military revival in the Byzantine Empire between
the eighth and eleventh centuries was similar in its order to the sequence of
revivals in Augustan Rome and fifth century Athens.

(c) The revival of the Byzantine Empire between the eighth and eleventh centuries
shows cultural rebirth preceding economic and military revival, the reverse of the
commonly accepted order of progress.

(d) The eighth-century revival of Byzantine learning is an inexplicable
phenomenon, and its economic and military precursors have yet to be discovered.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

274. The primary purpose of the second paragraph is which of the following?

(a) To establish the uniqueness of the Byzantine revival
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(b) To show that Augustan Rome and fifth-century Athens are examples of
cultural, economic, and military expansion against which all subsequent cases
must be measured

(c) To suggest that cultural, economic, and military advances have tended to be
closely interrelated in different societies

(d) To argue that, while the revivals of Augustan Rome and fifth-century Athens
were similar, they are unrelated to other historical examples
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

275. It can be inferred from the passage that by the eleventh century the
Byzantine military forces

(a) had reached their peak and begun to decline
(b) had eliminated the Bulgarian army
(c) were comparable in size to the army of Rome under Augustus

(d) were strong enough to withstand the Abbasid Caliphate’s military forces
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

276. It can be inferred from the passage that the Byzantine Empire sustained
significant territorial losses

(a) in 600
(b) during the seventh century

(c) a century after the cultural achievements of the Byzantine Empire had been
lost

(d) soon after the revival of Byzantine learning
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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277. In the third paragraph, the author most probably provides an explanation of

the apparent connections among economic, military, and cultural development in
order to

(a) suggest that the process of revival in Byzantium accords with this model

(b) set up an order of events that is then shown to be not generally applicable to
the case of Byzantium

(c) cast aspersions on traditional historical scholarship about Byzantium
(d) suggest that Byzantium represents a case for which no historical precedent

exists
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

278. Which of the following does the author mention as crucial evidence
concerning the manner in which the Byzantine revival began?

(a) The Byzantine military revival of the 860’s led to economic and cultural
advances.

(b) The Byzantine cultural revival lasted until 1453.
(c) The Byzantine economic recovery began in the 900’s.

(d) The revival of Byzantine learning began toward the end of the eighth century.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

279. According to the author, “The common explanation” of connections between
economic, military, and cultural development is

(a) revolutionary and too new to have been applied to the history of the
Byzantine Empire

(b) reasonable, but an antiquated theory of the nature of progress
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(c) not applicable to the Byzantine revival as a whole, but does perhaps accurately
describe limited periods during the revival

(d) equally applicable to the Byzantine case as a whole and to the history of
military, economic, and cultural advances in ancient Greece and Rome
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Virtually everything astronomers know about objects outside the solar system is
based on the detection of photons—quanta of electromagnetic radiation. Yet
there is another form of radiation that permeates the universe: neutrinos. With
(as its name implies) no electric charge, and negligible mass, the neutrino
interacts with other particles so rarely that a neutrino can cross the entire
universe, even traversing substantial aggregations of matter, without being
absorbed or even deflected. Neutrinos can thus escape from regions of space
where light and other kinds of electromagnetic radiation are blocked by matter.
Furthermore, neutrinos carry with them information about the site and
circumstances of their production: therefore, the detection of cosmic neutrinos
could provide new information about a wide variety of cosmic phenomena and
about the history of the universe.

But how can scientists detect a particle that interacts so infrequently with other
matter? Twenty-five years passed between Pauli’s hypothesis that the neutrino
existed and its actual detection: since then virtually all research with neutrinos
has been with neutrinos created artificially in large particle accelerators and
studied under neutrino microscopes. But a neutrino telescope, capable of
detecting cosmic neutrinos, is difficult to construct. No apparatus can detect
neutrinos unless it is extremely massive, because great mass is synonymous with
huge numbers of nucleons (neutrons and protons), and the more massive the
detector, the greater the probability of one of its nucleon’s reacting with a
neutrino. In addition, the apparatus must be sufficiently shielded from the
interfering effects of other particles.

Fortunately, a group of astrophysicists has proposed a means of detecting cosmic
neutrinos by harnessing the mass of the ocean. Named DUMAND, for Deep
Underwater Muon and Neutrino Detector, the project calls for placing an array of
light sensors at a depth of five kilometers under the ocean surface. The detecting
medium is the seawater itself: when a neutrino interacts with a particle in an
atom of seawater, the result is a cascade of electrically charged particles and a
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flash of light that can be detected by the sensors. The five kilometers of seawater

above the sensors will shield them from the interfering effects of other high-
energy particles raining down through the atmosphere.

The strongest motivation for the DUMAND project is that it will exploit an
important source of information about the universe. The extension of astronomy
from visible light to radio waves to x-rays and gamma rays never failed to lead to
the discovery of unusual objects such as radio galaxies, quasars, and pulsars. Each
of these discoveries came as a surprise. Neutrino astronomy will doubtless bring
its own share of surprises.

280. Which of the following titles best summarizes the passage as a whole?

(a) At the Threshold of Neutrino Astronomy

(b) Neutrinos and the History of the Universe

(c) The Creation and Study of Neutrinos

(d) The DUMAND System and How It Works
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

281. With which of the following statements regarding neutrino astronomy would
the author be most likely to agree?

(a) Neutrino astronomy will supersede all present forms of astronomy.
(b) Neutrino astronomy will be abandoned if the DUMAND project fails.

(c) Neutrino astronomy can be expected to lead to major breakthroughs in
astronomy.

(d) Neutrino astronomy will disclose phenomena that will be more surprising than
past discoveries.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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282. In the last paragraph, the author describes the development of astronomy in
order to

(a) suggest that the potential findings of neutrino astronomy can be seen as part
of a series of astronomical successes

(b) illustrate the role of surprise in scientific discovery

(c) demonstrate the effectiveness of the DUMAND apparatus in detecting
neutrinos

(d) name some cosmic phenomena that neutrino astronomy will illuminate
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

283. According to the passage, one advantage that neutrinos have for studies in
astronomy is that they

(a) have been detected for the last twenty-five years
(b) possess a variable electric charge
(c) are usually extremely massive

(d) carry information about their history with them
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

284. According to the passage, the primary use of the apparatus mentioned
would be to

(a) increase the mass of a neutrino
(b) interpret the information neutrinos carry with them
(c) detect the presence of cosmic neutrinos

(d) see neutrinos in distant regions of space
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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285. The passage states that interactions between neutrinos and other matter are
(a) rare

(b) artificial

(c) undetectable

(d) unpredictable
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

286. The passage mentions which of the following as a reason that neutrinos are
hard to detect?

(a) Their pervasiveness in the universe
(b) Their ability to escape from different regions of space
(c) The infrequency of their interaction with other matter

(d) The similarity of their structure to that of nucleons
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

287. According to the passage, the interaction of a neutrino with other matter can
produce

(a) particles that are neutral and massive
(b) a form of radiation that permeates the universe

(c) inaccurate information about the site and circumstances of the neutrino’s
production

(d) charged particles and light
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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288. According to the passage, one of the methods used to establish the
properties of neutrinos was

(a) detection of photons
(b) observation of the interaction of neutrinos with gamma rays
(c) observation of neutrinos that were artificially created

(d) measurement of neutrinos that interacted with particles of seawater
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Most economists in the United States seem captivated by the spell of the free
market. Consequently, nothing seems good or normal that does not accord with
the requirements of the free market. A price that is determined by the seller or,
for that matter, established by anyone other than the aggregate of consumers
seems pernicious. Accordingly, it requires a major act of will to think of price-
fixing (the determination of prices by the seller) as both “normal” and having a
valuable economic function. In fact, price-fixing is normal in all industrialized
societies because the industrial system itself provides, as an effortless
consequence of its own development, the price-fixing that it requires. Modern
industrial planning requires and rewards great size. Hence, a comparatively small
number of large firms will be competing for the same group of consumers. That
each large firm will act with consideration of its own needs and thus avoid selling
its products for more than its competitors charge is commonly recognized by
advocates of free-market economic theories. But each large firm will also act with
full consideration of the needs that it has in common with the other large firms
competing for the same customers. Each large firm will thus avoid significant
price-cutting, because price-cutting would be prejudicial to the common interest
in a stable demand for products. Most economists do not see price-fixing when it
occurs because they expect it to be brought about by a number of explicit
agreements among large firms; it is not.

Moreover, those economists who argue that allowing the free market to operate
without interference is the most efficient method of establishing prices have not
considered the economies of non-socialist countries other than the United states.
These economies employ intentional price-fixing, usually in an overt fashion.
Formal price-fixing by cartel and informal price-fixing by agreements covering the
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members of an industry are commonplace. Were there something peculiarly
efficient about the free market and inefficient about price-fixing, the countries
that have avoided the first and used the second would have suffered drastically in
their economic development. There is no indication that they have.

Socialist industry also works within a framework of controlled prices. In the early
1970’s, the Soviet Union began to give firms and industries some of the flexibility
in adjusting prices that a more informal evolution has accorded the capitalist
system. Economists in the United States have hailed the change as a return to the
free market. But Soviet firms are no more subject to prices established by a free
market over which they exercise little influence than are capitalist firms; rather,
Soviet firms have been given the power to fix prices.

289. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(a) refute the theory that the free market plays a useful role in the development
of industrialized societies

(b) suggest methods by which economists and members of the government of the
United States can recognize and combat price-fixing by large firms

(c) argue that price-fixing, in one form or another, is an inevitable part of and
benefit to the economy of any industrialized society

(d) explain the various ways in which industrialized societies can fix prices in order
to stabilize the free market
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

290. The passage provides information that would answer which of the following
guestions about price-fixing?

l. What are some of the ways in which prices can be fixed?

Il. For what products is price-fixing likely to be more profitable that the
operation of the free market?

[l Is price-fixing more common in socialist industrialized societies or in non-
socialist industrialized societies?
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(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

291. The author’s attitude toward “Most economists in the United States” can
best be described as

(a) spiteful and envious
(b) scornful and denunciatory
(c) critical and condescending

(d) ambivalent but deferential
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

292. It can be inferred from the author’s argument that a price fixed by the seller
“seems pernicious” because

(a) people do not have confidence in large firms

(b) people do not expect the government to regulate prices

(c) most economists believe that consumers as a group should determine prices
(d) most economists associate fixed prices with communist and socialist

economies
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

293. The suggestion in the passage that price-fixing in industrialized societies is
normal arises from the author’s statement that price-fixing is
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(a) a profitable result of economic development
(b) an inevitable result of the industrial system
(c) the result of a number of carefully organized decisions

(d) a phenomenon common to industrialized and non-industrialized societies
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

294. According to the author, price-fixing in non-socialist countries is often
(a) accidental but productive

(b) illegal but useful

(c) legal and innovative

(d) intentional and widespread
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

295. According to the author, what is the result of the Soviet Union’s change in
economic policy in the 1970’s?

(a) Soviet firms show greater profit.
(b) Soviet firms have less control over the free market.
(c) Soviet firms are able to adjust to technological advances.

(d) Soviet firms have some authority to fix prices.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

296. With which of the following statements regarding the behavior of large firms
in industrialized societies would the author be most likely to agree?

(a) The directors of large firms will continue to anticipate the demand for
products.
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(b) The directors of large firms are less interested in achieving a predictable level
of profit than in achieving a large profit.

(c) The directors of large firms will strive to reduce the costs of their products.
(d) Many directors of large firms believe that the government should establish the

prices that will be charged for products.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

297. In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with
(a) predicting the consequences of a practice

(b) criticizing a point of view

(c) calling attention to recent discoveries

(d) proposing a topic for research
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Caffeine, the stimulant in coffee, has been called “the most widely used
psychoactive substance on Earth.” Snyder, Daly and Bruns have recently proposed
that caffeine affect behavior by countering the activity in the human brain of a
naturally occurring chemical called adenosine. Adenosine normally depresses
neuron firing in many areas of the brain. It apparently does this by inhibiting the
release of neurotransmitters, chemicals that carry nerve impulses from one
neuron to the next. Like many other agents that affect neuron firing, adenosine
must first bind to specific receptors on neuronal membranes. There are at least
two classes of these receptors, which have been designated Al and A2. Snyder et
al propose that caffeine, which is structurally similar to adenosine, is able to bind
to both types of receptors, which prevents adenosine from attaching there and
allows the neurons to fire more readily than they otherwise would.

For many years, caffeine’s effects have been attributed to its inhibition of the
production of phosphodiesterase, an enzyme that breaks down the chemical
called cyclic AMP. A number of neurotransmitters exert their effects by first
increasing cyclic AMP concentrations in target neurons. Therefore, prolonged
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periods at the elevated concentrations, as might be brought about by a
phosphodiesterase inhibitor, could lead to a greater amount of neuron firing and,
consequently, to behavioral stimulation. But Snyder et al point out that the
caffeine concentrations needed to inhibit the production of phosphodiesterase in
the brain are much higher than those that produce stimulation. Moreover, other
compounds that block phosphodiesterase’s activity are not stimulants.To buttress
their case that caffeine acts instead by preventing adenosine binding, Snyder et al
compared the stimulatory effects of a series of caffeine derivatives with their
ability to dislodge adenosine from its receptors in the brains of mice. “In general,”
they reported, “the ability of the compounds to compete at the receptors
correlates with their ability to stimulate locomotion in the mouse; i.e., the higher
their capacity to bind at the receptors, the higher their ability to stimulate
locomotion.” Theophylline, a close structural relative of caffeine and the major
stimulant in tea, was one of the most effective compounds in both regards.

There were some apparent exceptions to the general correlation observed
between adenosine-receptor binding and stimulation. One of these was a
compound called 3-isobutyl-1-methylxanthine (IBMX), which bound very well but
actually depressed mouse locomotion. Snyder et al suggests that this is not a
major stumbling block to their hypothesis. The problem is that the compound has
mixed effects in the brain, a not unusual occurrence with psychoactive drugs.
Even caffeine, which is generally known only for its stimulatory effects, displays
this property, depressing mouse locomotion at very low concentrations and
stimulating it at higher ones.

298. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(a) discuss a plan for investigation of a phenomenon that is not yet fully
understood

(b) present two explanations of a phenomenon and reconcile the differences
between them

(c) summarize two theories and suggest a third theory that overcomes the
problems encountered in the first two
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(d) describe an alternative hypothesis and provide evidence and arguments that

support it
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

299. Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the theory proposed by
Snyder et al?

(a) At very low concentrations in the human brain, both caffeine and theophylline
tend to have depressive rather than stimulatory effects on human behavior.

(b) The ability of caffeine derivatives at very low concentrations to dislodge
adenosine from its receptors in mouse brains correlates well with their ability to
stimulate mouse locomotion at these low concentrations.

(c) The concentration of cyclic AMP in target neurons in the human brain that
leads to increased neuron firing can be produced by several different
phosphodiesterase inhibitors in addition to caffeine.

(d) The concentration of caffeine required to dislodge adenosine from its
receptors in the human brain is much greater than the concentration that
produces behavioral stimulation in humans.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

300. According so Snyder et al, caffeine differs from adenosine in that caffeine

(a) stimulates behavior in the mouse and in humans, whereas adenosine
stimulates behavior in humans only

(b) has mixed effects in the brain, whereas adenosine has only a stimulatory
effect

(c) increases cyclic AMP concentrations in target neurons, whereas adenosine
decreases such concentrations

(d) permits release of neurotransmitters when it is bound to adenosine receptors,
whereas adenosine inhibits such release
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Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

301. In response to experimental results concerning IBMX, Snyder et al contended
that it is not uncommon for psychoactive drugs to have

(a) mixed effects in the brain
(b) inhibitory effects on enzymes in the brain
(c) close structural relationships with caffeine

(d) depressive effects on mouse locomotion
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

302. The passage suggests that Snyder et al believe that if the older theory
concerning caffeine’s effects were correct, which of the following would have to
be the case?

I. All neurotransmitters would increase the short-term concentration of cyclic
AMP in target neurons.

[I. Substances other than caffeine that inhibit the production of
phosphodiesterase would be stimulants.

lll. All concentration levels of caffeine that are high enough to produce
stimulation would also inhibit the production of phosphodiesterase.

(a) lonly
(b) Iand Il only
(c) 'and lll only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

303. According to Snyder et al, all of the following compounds can bind to specific
receptors in the brain EXCEPT
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(a) IBMX
(b) caffeine
(c) phosphodiesterase

(d) theophylline
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

304. Snyder et al suggest that caffeine’s ability to bind to A1 and A2 receptors can
be at least partially attributed to which of the following?

(a) The chemical relationship between caffeine and phosphodiesterase
(b) The structural relationship between caffeine and adenosine
(c) The structural similarity between caffeine and neurotransmitters

(d) The ability of caffeine to stimulate behavior
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

305. The author quotes Snyder et al in the second para most probably in order to
(a) reveal some of the assumptions underlying their theory

(b) summarize a major finding of their experiments

(c) point out that their experiments were limited to the mouse

(d) indicate that their experiments resulted only in general correlations
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

306. The last paragraph of the passage performs which of the following functions?

(a) Describes a disconfirming experimental result and reports the explanation
given by Snyder et al in an attempt to reconcile this result with their theory.
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(b) Specifies the basis for the correlation observed by Snyder et al and presents an
explanation in an attempt to make the correlation consistent with the operation
of psychoactive drugs other than caffeine.

(c) Elaborates the description of the correlation observed by Snyder et al and
suggests an additional explanation in an attempt to make the correlation
consistent with the older theory.

(d) Reports inconsistent experimental data and describes the method Snyder et al
will use to reanalyze this data.
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Even in the midst of its resurgence as a vital tradition, many sociologists have
viewed the current form of the powwow, a ceremonial gathering of native
Americans, as a sign that tribal culture is in decline. Focusing on the dances and
rituals that have recently come to be shared by most tribes, they suggest that an
intertribal movement is now in ascension and claim the inevitable outcome of this
tendency is the eventual dissolution of tribes and the complete assimilation of
native Americans into Euroamerican society. Proponents of this “Pan-Indian”
theory point to the greater frequency of travel and communication between
reservations, the greater urbanization of native Americans, and, most recently,
their increasing politicization in response to common grievances as the chief
causes of the shift toward intertribalism.

Indeed, the rapid diffusion of dance styles, outfits, and songs from one
reservation to another offers compelling evidence that intertribalism has been
increasing. However, these sociologists have failed to note the concurrent
revitalization of many traditions unique to individual tribes. Among the Lakota, for
instance, the Sun Dance was revived, after a forty-year hiatus, during the 1950s.
Similarly, the Black Legging Society of the Kiowa and the Hethuska Society of the
Ponca—both traditional groups within their respective tribes—have gained new
popularity. Obviously, a more complex societal shift is taking place than the
theory of Pan-Indianism can account for.

An examination of the theory’s underpinnings may be critical at this point,
especially given that native Americans themselves chafe most against the Pan-
Indian classification. Like other assimilationist theories with which it is associated,
the Pan-Indian view is predicted upon an a priori assumption about the nature of
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cultural contact: that upon contact minority societies immediately begin to
succumb in every respect—biologically, linguistically, and culturally—to the
majority society. However, there is no evidence that this is happening to native
American groups.Yet the fact remains that intertribal activities are a major facet
of native American cultural today. Certain dances at powwows, for instance, are
announced as intertribal, others as traditional. Likewise, speeches given at the
beginnings of powwows are often delivered in English, while the prayer that
follows is usually spoken in a native language. Cultural borrowing is, of course, old
news. What is important to note is the conscious distinction native Americans
make between tribal and intertribal tendencies.

Tribalism, although greatly altered by modern history, remains a potent force
among native Americans. It forms a basis for tribal identity, and aligns music and
dance with other social and cultural activities important to individual tribes.
Intertribal activities, on the other hand, reinforce native American identity along a
broader front, where this identity is directly threatened by outside influences.

307. Which one of the following best summarizes the main idea of the passage?

(a) Despite the fact that sociologists have only recently begun to understand its
importance, intertribalism has always been an influential factor in native
American culture

(b) Native Americans are currently struggling with an identity crisis caused
primarily by the two competing forces of tribalism and intertribalism.

(c) The recent growth of intertribalism is unlikely to eliminate tribalism because
the two forces do not oppose one another but instead reinforce distinct elements
of native American interact with the broader community around them.

(d) The tendency toward intertribalism, although prevalent within native
American culture, has had a minimal effect on the way native Americans interact
with the broader community around them.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

308. The author most likely states that “cultural borrowing is of course, old news”
primarily to
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(a) acknowledge that in itself the existence of intertribal tendencies at powwows
is unsurprising

(b) suggest that native Americans’ use of English in powwows should be accepted
as unavoidable

(c) argue that the deliberate distinction of intertribal and traditional dances is not
a recent development

(d) indicate that the powwow itself could have originated by combining practices
drawn from both native and non-native American cultures
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

309. The author of the passage would most likely agree with which one of the
following assertions?

(@) Though some believe the current form of the powwow signals the decline of
tribal culture, the powwow contains elements that indicate the continuing
strength of tribalism.

(b) The logical outcome of the recent increase in intertribal activity is the eventual
disappearance of tribal culture.

(c) Native Americans who participate in both tribal and intertribal activities
usually base their identities on intertribal rather than tribal affiliations.

(d) The conclusions of some sociologists about the health of native American
cultures show that these sociologists are in fact biased against such cultures
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

310. The primary function of the third paragraph is to

(a) search for evidence to corroborate the basic assumption of the theory of Pan-
Indianism
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(b) demonstrate the incorrectness of the theory of Pan-Indianism by pointing out
that native American groups themselves disagree with the theory

(c) explain the origin of the theory of Pan-Indianism by showing how it evolved
from other assimilationist theories

(d) examine several assimilationist theories in order to demonstrate that they rest
on a common assumption
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

311. Which one of the following most accurately describes the author’s attitude
towards the theory of Pan-Indianism?

(a) critical of its tendency to attribute political motives to cultural practices

(b) discomfort at its negative characterization of cultural borrowing by native
Americans

(c) hopeful about its chance for preserving tribal culture
(d) skeptical that it is a complete explanation of recent changes in native

American society
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

312. With which one of the following statements would the author of the passage
be most likely to agree? (Intertribal activities, on the other hand, reinforce native
American identity along a broader front, where this identity is directly threatened
by outside influences.)

(a) The resurgence of the powwow is a sign that native American customs are
beginning to have an important influence on Euroamerican society.

(b) Although native Americans draw conscious distinctions between tribal and
intertribal activities, there is no difference in how the two types of activity
actually function within the context of native American society.

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

156
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(c) Without intertribal activities, it would be more difficult for native Americans to
maintain the cultural differences between native American and Euroamerican
society.

(d) The degree of urbanization, intertribal communication, and politicization
among native Americans has been exaggerated by proponents of the theory of
Pan-Indianism.

Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

313. Which one of the following situations most clearly illustrates the
phenomenon of intertribalism, as that phenomenon is described in the passage?

(a) a native American tribe in which a number of powerful societies attempt to
prevent the revival of a traditional dance

(b) a native American tribe whose members attempt to learn the native languages
of several other tribes

(c) a native American tribe whose members attempt to form a political
organization in order to redress several grievances important to that tribe

(d) a native American tribe in which a significant percentage of the members have
forsake their tribal identity and become assimilated into Euroamerican society
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

314. In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with doing which one of
the following?

(a) identifying an assumption common to various assimilationist theories and then
criticizing these theories by showing this assumption to be false

(b) arguing that the recent revival of a number of tribal practices shows
sociologists are mistaken in believing intertribilism to be a potent force among
native American societies
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(c) questioning the belief that native American societies will eventually be
assimilated into Euroamerican society by arguing that intertribalism helps
strengthen native American identity

(d) showing how the recent resurgence of tribal activities is a deliberate attempt
to counteract the growing influence of intertribalism
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

In our approach to life, be it pragmatic or otherwise, a basic fact that confronts us
squarely and unmistakably is the desire for peace, security and happiness.
Different forms of life at different levels of existence make up the teeeming
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no matter whether they belong to the higher
groups such as human beings or to the lower groups such as animals, al beings
primarily seek peace, confort and security. Life is as dear to a mute creature as it
is to a man. Even the lowliest insect strives for protection against dangers that
threaten its life. Just as each one of us wants to live and not to die, so do all other
creatures.

315. The author's main point is that

(a) different forms of life are found on earth

(b) different levels of existence are possible in nature

(c) peace and security are the chief goals of all living beings

(d) even the weakest creature struggles to preserve its life
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

316. Which one of the following assumptions or steps is essential in developing
the author's position?

(a) All forms of life have a single overridng goal

(b) The will to survive of a creature is identified with a desire for peace
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(c) Both a and b are correct

(d) Neither a nor b is correct
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

Ah | whatever could be said was said. All held him guilty. Even his own mother
who claimed to understand him the best. All had betrayed him in his hour of
need. Yet, there he was, still with a sparkling hope and knew that the truth must
prevail. In the cold, dark and damp cell he never for a momnet lost faith in God
and goodness and was waiting anxiously for an angel to come, plead non guilty
for him and free him of his miseries.

317. Three of the following statements indicate that he had a sparkling hope.
Which statement does not?

(a) He had never lost faith in God
(b) He was sure there was goodness
(c) he could have evidence in his favour

(d) He knew that truth must prevail
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

318. Whatever other's said about him, he
(a) Betrayed no one

(b) Thought over the problem

(c) Never lost faith in goodness

(d) Raised his voice against injustice
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

319. In the dark dungeon he always waited for
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(a) His mother
(b) The jailer
(c) The verdice freeing him of his miseries

(d) The angel to come and plead for him
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

320. The truth must prevail means
(a) He was true

(b) Angel will reveal truth

(c) Truth always wins in the end

(d) We must plead for the truth
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

Once while travelling by the local bus, | got a seat beside a very strange man. He
seemed interested in every passenger aboard. He would stare at a person,
scribble some odd mathematical notations on his long notebook and then move
on to the next. Being quite interested in what he was doing | asked him what all
those notations meant and then came the startling reply. He saw a man's face not
as a single unit but as thousands of squares put together. He was in fact a
statistical expert and a budding artist learning the art of graphics.

321. The man was scribbling down
(a) The figures of co-passengers

(b) The details of thousands of squares put together
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(c) Some mathmatical formulae and calculations

(d) Some mathematical signs
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html.

322. The man caught author's attention because
(a) He was sitting next to him
(b) He was staring at every person in the bus

(c) He would stare at everry person and then scribble down some mathmetical
notation

(d) He was a budding artist learning the art of graphics
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

323. The author found that man's reply quite startling because

(a) A statistical expert cannot be a budding artist

(b) A budding artist cannot be as statistical expert

(c) Graphics is still a rare art form and he was learining it while travelling in a bus
(d) The fact that "a man's face can be analysed as thousands of squares" was a

strange concept
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

324. From the passage we gather that
(a) The author is very inquisitive
(b) The author tries to poke his nose in other people's business

(c) The author is interested in mathematical notations
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(d) The author wants to talk to fellow passengers in the bus
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

With the inevitable growth of specialization | see the universities facing two great
dangers. First, it is very easy to get so involved in the technical details of
education that the obhect of education is lost. And secondly, in an effort to
condition a university to the needs of its students and to the needs of the State it
may lose its power to make or mould those students into responsible men,
capable of thinking for themselves and caable of expressing the results of their
thoughts to others.

325. The author calls growth of specialisation "inevitable". Which one of the
following statements is likely to be th most correct reason for this inevitability?

(a) Universities give grant only to do specialised work in different disciplines

(b)The professors and researchers in universities are competent only for
specialised work

(c) Specialization helps economic growth of the nation

(d) In the age of science and technology specialization becomes necessary
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

326. Which one of the following statements most correctly suggests the central
theme of the passage?

(a) The aim of education is specialization
(b) The aim of education is to mould the youth to work for the State

(c) The aim of education is to make the youth capable of independent thought
and expression

(d) The aim of education is to enable the youth to earn a comfortable living
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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327. Which one of the following statements most correctly suggests the warning
implied in the passage?

(a) University education should not be concerned with technical details
(b) Universities should not subordinate themselves to the interests of the State
(c) Universities should be concerned only with the needs of students

(d) Universities should not go in for any specialization
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

One December night, a family had gathered around and piled it high with wood
gathered from mountain streams and ruins of great trees that had come falling
down the mountain sides. The fire roared and brightened the room with its light.
The faces of the father and mother had a quiet gladness; and the aged
grandmother who sat sewing in the warm place was the picture of happiness
grown old.

328. The fire wood had been
(a) brought

(b) stolen

(c) collected

(d) found
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

329. The parents looked
(a) serene

(b) cheerful
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(c) gloomy

(d) dull
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

330. The oldest daughter looked
(a) stupid

(b) glad

(c) intelligent

(d) mournful
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

The unpleasant feeling passed and she glanced up at him. He was walking
unmarked in moonlight, innocent of her reaction to him. She felt then - this
thought had come to her before - that there might be more to him than she had
imagined. She felt ashamed she never thanked him for the help he had given her
father.

331. She glanced at him when

(a) He walked along and unnoticed in moonlight
(b) She was sure that she was not being noticed
(c) Her reactions did not have any effect on him

(d) The unpleasant feeling passed
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

332. Her unpleasant feeling passed when
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(a) He did not take any notice of her
(b) The moonlight was beautiful
(c) She realized her sense of shame

(d) She looked carefully at him
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

333. She was ashamed because

(a) She was spying on him

(b) There was more to him than she had imagined
(c) A recurring thought came back to her

(d) She had never thanked him for this help to her father
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

As | slung my pack onto my shoulders a big mosquito thudded against my cheek.
There had been a few through the day, but it was early in the season - the ice had
gone out just two weeks before- and | had scarcely noticed them. But now as |
would down the ridge, the last breeze faded, and they were on me. Rising in
clouds from the soggy tundra, they pelted against my face. | reached in my pocket
for the repellent, and came up empty.

334. The traveller could not feel the breeze because
(a) The mosquito had bitten him

(b) he was at the foot of the ridge

(c) There was no ice on the mountain

(d) There was no breeze on the tundra mountain
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Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

335. The traveller carried with him
(a) Moaquito repelllent

(b) A pack of food

(c) Asling

(d) A back-pack
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

336. When he was in the arctic, the time of the year was
(a) Middle of winter

(b) Early autumn

(c) Early spring

(d) Middle of summer
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

Popular illusions about birds extend further than the use of the word 'egg-shape'
that would suggest that all eggs are alike. For instance, there is the popular idea
that owls hoot. Actually, only very few owls hoot and these include the common
brown or tawny wood owl. The white barn owl screeches; the little owl has a
wailing cry; the long-eared owl barks; and the short-eared owl snorts ! Another
mistaken idea is that all ducks 'quack’, because the common farmyard duck is a
domesticated form of the common wild duck or mallard that quacks. Actually
most wild ducks call with whistles.

337. The main purpose of the passage is

(a) to describe the life of popular birds
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(b) to show our incorrect ideas of bird life
(c) to show our perfect knowledge about birds

(d) to describe the calls of owls and ducks
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

338. The impression created by repeating the terms 'popular' and 'common’ are
(a) human beings are closely attached to birds

(b) our ideas about birds are derived from the most common types

(c) owls and ducks are our favourite birds

(d) domisticated birds are our source of information about the bird worlds
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

339. The common duck is not a separate species but a tamed version of wild
variety because it

(a) whistles like most wild ducks
(b) grunts like the tufted duck
(c) has the same call as other ducks

(d) quacks like the mallard
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

"What is sixteen and three multiplied?" asked the teacher. The boy blinked. The
teacher persisted, and the boy promptly answered : "twenty-four", with, as it
seemed to the teacher, a wicked smile on his lips. The boy evidently was trying to
fool him and was going contrary on purpose. He had corrected this error
repeatedly, and now the boy persisted in saying "twenty-four". How could this
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fellow be made to obtain fifty in the class test and go up by double-promotion to
the first form, as his parents fondly hoped? At the mention of "twenty-four the
teacher felt all his blood rushing to his head. He controlled himself, and asked
again : "How much?" as a last chance. When the boy said the same thing
obstinately, he felt as if his finger was releasing the trigger : he reached across the
table, and delivered a wholesome slap on the youngster's cheek.

340. The boy answered the question

(a) with fear and anxiety

(b) with the intention to fail in the class test
(c) to make some fun in the class

(d) when the teacher persisted in asking
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

341. The teacher felt blood rushing to his head because
(a) there was an arrogant smile on the boy's lips

(b) he thought the boy was hopelessly dull

(c) he thought the boy made the mistake deliberately

(d) the boy gave a wrong answer to such a simple question
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

342. The teacher controlled his anger because
(a) he remembered the fond hopes of boy's parents
(b) he wanted to give another opportunity to the boy

(c) the boy was too young to pick up mathematics fast
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(d) he believed that the boy must be taught the lesson again
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

| was at the shop early. He was standing behind the counter and as soon as | saw
him, | knew that there would be some unpleasantness. Mr. Higson is never at his
best unshaven, in slippers and braces and smoking on the empty stomach. The
atmosphere of the little shop was heavy with the bitter odour of fresh newspaper
pring and ink : stacks of crisp newspapers and magazinees lay neatly on the
counter, and Higson and the boy were making up the daily mend.

343. At the shop Mr. Higson appeared in
(a) his joy of smoking

(b) his most slip-shod condition

(c) the most unusual condition

(d) in a strange mood
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

344. The overall atmosphere in the shop was
(a) pleasant, wholesome and welcome

(b) heavy with a lot of goods placed there

(c) with the inactivity of the early morning

(d) congenial and businesslike
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

A village must have some trade; and this village has always been full of virility and
power. Obscure and happy, its splendid energies had found employment in
wrestling a livelihood out of the earth, whence had come a certain dignity, and
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kindliness, and love for other men. Civilization did not relax these energies, but it
had diverted them; and all the special qualities, which might have helped to heal
the world, had been destroyed. The family affection, the affection for the
commune, the sane pastoral virtues - all had perished. No villain had done this
thing ; it was the work of ladies and gentlement who were rich and often clever
345. Village life is praised by the author because it

(a) helps villagers to achieve material prosperity

(b) makes men complacent

(c) breeds human virtues

(d) is free from the din and hurry of city life
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

346. Civilization mainly destroys

(a) the ability to create employment

(b) family affection and pastoral virtues
(c) medical facilities for the rural people

(d) agricultural trade
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

347. The tone used by the author in the last sentence of the passage is :
(a) Lamenting

(b) Sarcastic

(c) Complimentary

(d) Ironic
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Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

The art of growing old is one which the passage of time has forced upon my
attention. Psychologically there are two dangers to be guarded against in old age.
One of these is undue absorption in the past. It does not do to live in memories, in
regrests for the good old days. One's thoughts must be directed to the future.
This is not always easy; one's past is a gradually increasing weight. The other thing
to be avoided is clinging to youth on the hope of sucking vigour from its vitality.

348. "By the art of growing old", the author means

(a) some special skill by applying which one can grow old
(b) that growing old is like creating a work of art

(c) the acceptance of old age as a fact of life

(d) the refusal on one's part to grow old
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

349. The passage deals with the process of growing old. What does it describe?
(a) The decay of the senses in old age

(b) The psychological problems of old men

(c) The desire in man to grow old

(d) An old man's ability to recollect his past
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

350. "It does not do to live in memories". This statement means that
(a) the past is not contained in memories

(b) the old men are very forgetful
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(c) old men often think of the past

(d) thinking of the past does no good to old men
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

351. It is difficult for old men to think of the future because

(a) they are unable to think

(b) they do not know what the future is like

(c) the past occupies their minds

(d) their feeling that the past was far more happier than the present grows

stronger day by day
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

It was Galileo and newton-notwithstanding that Newton himself was a deeply
religious man-who destroyed the old comfortable picture of a frinedly universe
governed by spiritual values. And this was effected, not by Newton's discovery of
the law of gravitation nor by any of Galileo's brilliant investigations, but by the
general picture of the world which these men and others of their time made the
basis of the science, not only of their own day, but of all succeeding generations
down to the present. This is why the century immediately following Newton, the
eighteenth century, was notoriously an age of religious skepticism. Skepticism did
not have to wait for the discoveries of Darwin and the geologists in the
nineteenth century. It flooded the world immediately after the age of the rise of
science.

352. 'The old comfortable picture of a friendly universe' was :
(a) a universe governed by religious beliefs

(b) a universe with men like Newton who were deeply religious
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(c) a universe investigated by Galileo and Newton

(d) the century immediately following Newton
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

353. Religious skepticism arose because :

(a) Galileo and Newton were not religious, but scientists

(b) Newton discovered the law of gravitation

(c) of the discoveries of Darwin and the geologists of the nineteenth century

(d) of the picture of the world that became the basis of science after the

seventeenth century
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

Although Louis Braille died when he was only forty-three old, he succeeded in
devising a system of reading and writing for the blind which is now taught all over
the world. Braille lost his sight accidentally as a child. Nevertheless, he was able to
complete his education at a school for the blind in Paris and became a teacher. In
the day, the few books that were available for blind people were printed in big,
raised type; the letters used those of the ordinary alphabet. The reading of such
books required immense effort. Not only that, writing was almost impossible, for
a blind person was still restricted to an alphabet which was extraordinarily
difficult to reproduce on paper. Braille's idea was to use raised dots, instead of
raised letters. He evolved a system, which made use of only six dots in all. By
various combinations of these dots, it not only proved possible to represent each
letter in the alphabet, but punctuation marks, numbers and musical notation as
well. Reading and writing for the blind have thus become enormously simplified.
The sensitive fingers of a blind person can travel rapidly over the dots; and there
is a small machine, something like a typewriter, which enables the bling to write
quickly and clearly.

354. Louis Braille
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(a) was born blind
(b) lost his sight when he was a child
(c) lost his sight accidentally when he was forty-three years old

(d) was not blind, but studied at a school for the blind
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

355. Before Braille's invention, the blind had difficulty in reading because
(a) there were only printed books

(b) there were no schools for the blind

(c) the few books available used the raised letters of the ordinary alphabet

(d) the books meant for the blind were heavy
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

356. Braille's system uses

(a) only six dots

(b) numbers and musical notations

(c) ordinary alphabets in big raised type

(d) a combination of alphabet and punctuation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

357. Braille's system allows the blind
(a) to write with ease

(b) to read easily
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(c) to read as well as write with ease

(d) to read easily but to write with great effort
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

The Indian culture of our times is in the making. Many of us are striving to
produce a blend of all cultures that seem today to be in clash with one another.
No culture can live, if it attempts to be exclusive. There is no such thing as pure
Aryan culture in existence in India today. Whether the Aryans were indigenous to
India or were unwelcome intruders, does not interest me much. What does
interest me is the fact that my remote ancestors blended with one another with
the utmost freedom and we of the present generation are a result of that blend.

| don’t not want my house to be walled in, on all sides and my windows to be
stuffed. | want the cultures of all land to be blown about my house as freely as
possible. But | refuse to be blown off my feet by any. | would have any young men
and women with literary tastes to learn as much of English and other world-
languages as they like, and then expect them to give the benefits of their learning
to India and the world alike like a Bose, A Ray or Tagore. But | would not have a
single Indian forger, neglect or be ashamed of his mother tongue, or feel that he
or she cannot think or express the best thoughts in his or her own vernacular.
Mine is not a religion of the prison house.

358. The author views Indian Culture as
(a) pure Aryan culture

(b) a clash of cultures

(c) a continual blend of cultures

(d) the culture of remote ancestors
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

359. The author thinks that
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(a) the aryans were indigenous to India
(b) the Aryans were unwelcome intruders
(c) the question whether the Aryans were indigenous or not is not of interests

(d) the culture that we have inherited is the Aryan culture
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

360. The author wants

(a) The cultures of others to be kept out

(b) The cultures of others to replace our old culture
(c) The freedom to blend other cultures with our own

(d) the preservation of the culture of our ancestors
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

361. The author wants Indians to

(a) learn only English, as much as they like

(b) learn English and other world languages

(c) learn only the mother tongue or the vernacular

(d) learn english and other world languages in addition to the mother tongue
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

One day we were becalmed among a group of small islands, most of which
appeared to be uninhabited. As soon as we were in want of fresh water, the
captain sent the boat ashore to bring off a cask or two. But we were mistaken in
thinking there were no natives, for scarcely had we drawn near to the shore when
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a band of savages rushed out of the bush and assembled on the beach,
brandishing their clubs and spears in a threatening manner.

362. The captain sent the boat to shore to
(a) look for inhabitants

(b) find help

(c) find a place to settle there

(d) fetch some water
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

363. The savages brandished their spears in order to
(a) display their skill

(b) frighten the crew

(c) welcome the crew to the island

(d) tell the crew to leave
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

364. The inhabitants of the islands were
(a) man-eaters

(b) pirates

(c) cruel people

(d) primitive tribes
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.
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Nelson Mandela was appointed volunteer-in-chief of the Defence Campaign; his
deputy was Maulvi Cachalia, whose father had been one of the bravest resistors
alongside Gandhi in 1907. Mandela toured the Cape, Natal and the Transvaal,
visiting houses in the townships, exlaining the plans, sometimes talking through
the night. His task was to inspire people with confidence in their ability to
overcome oppression through a direct non-violent challenge to the government.
As always, there were the problems of being black in small towns, no hotels or
taxis for Africans, nor were there telephone lines in township homes. This meant
walking miles to the location and knocking on a likely looking door. Sometimes
they were welcomed by an enthusiastic stranger; sometimes rebuffed by the
cautious.

365. The purpose of Mandela's talks was to help people
(a) court arrests

(b) oppose oppression

(c) join him in his campaign tours

(d) get small town facilities
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

366. It is clear from the passage taht the black Africans
(a) enjoyed small town facilities

(b) were helped by Gandhi in their freedom struggle
(c) Had an unfavourable government

(d) like visiting homes in townships
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.
One day an army group won a land battle against the enemy. The commander
feared that the enemy's powerful air force might bomb his camp that night in
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revenege. So he ordered all lights to be put out a 8:00 PM. At midnight the
commander went round inspecting the camp. Seeing a light in a tent, he entered
it. His son, an officer under him, was writing a letter. The son explained that he
was writing to his mother about his brave deeds in battle. The comander told his
son to add to his letter that by the time his mother received the letter he would
have been shot dead for the indiscipline.

367. The commander went round the camp at midnight because he
(a) was too tired from the day's battle to go to sleep

(b) wished to check if his soldiers had obeyed his order

(c) was too worried about the next day's battle

(d) wished to check if enemies had entered his camp
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

368. The commander entered his son's tent because he
(a) wished to see and talk to his son

(b) suspected that enemies had entered his tent

(c) wished to send a message to his wife

(d) had to punish any soldier who disobeyed his order
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

369. The son was writing a letter because he
(a) wanted to write to his mother about his father's brave deeds in battle
(b) loved his mother so much that he had to write to her

(c) was eager to tell his mother about his own deeds
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(d) did not care for orders since his father was the commander
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it.

The heat-waves deepened during the following few days while Jack and | lazed
about in the house and yards. wearing ragged shirts and discarded garments,
because the more presentable ones were being packed by Mother. She was
obviously not strong enough to cycle down to Hampshire, where Father and Jack
had been one week-end, to see and rent a cottage in Ropley, near Alresford. From
this prospective journey Jack had returned with half a dozen photographs taken
with a plate-camera which he had made for himself, the aperture being a pinhole.
This was only one of his many ingenious artifacts. | had studied the pictures,
which included a church that leaned backwards, in the hope of finding that
perpetually teasing certainty which we look for when about to take some
adventurous step into the unknown. But Ropley remained unreal.

370. During the hot summer days the author and Jack
(a) were taking adventurous steps into the unknown
(b) went visiting sevetal churches in Ropley

(c) were busy repairing a camera

(d) were passing their time in idleness
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

371. They were planning

(a) to move out to Ropley

(b) a trekking expedition to Alresford
(c) to do some photography

(d) to make some artefacts
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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372. The author and Jack were wearing ragged shirts and discarded garments
because

(a) they were very poor
(b) it was summer
(c) all their good clothes were already packed

(d) they were lazing about
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

373. The plate camera

(a) was the only artifact made by Father and Jack
(b) was the only artifact Jack had mad for himself
(c) was only one of Jack's many such artifacts

(d) was borrowed by jack from his friend for taking half a dozen photographs
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

374. Father and Jack had been to Ropley one week-end
(a) to take photographs

(b) because Ropley was unreal
(c) to take some adventurous step into the unknown

(d) to see and rent a cottage there
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

One day a tea contractor, Mr. Sharma was working on an estate with his wife and
daughter. he noticed a light movement on the edge of the jungle, so he stopped
to watch for a moment. To his astonishment a large tigress appeared and came

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

181
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

towards Mr. Sharma. The tea contractor was a very brave man. He told his wife
and daughter to run towards a nearby road, while he stepped to fight the tigress
with a knife.

The tigress sprang at Mr. Sharma and knocked him down, but he managed to
wound it with his knife. As a result, the tigress and Mr. Sharma knocked each
other unconscious. Luckily for Mr. Sharma, a friend heard the noise of the fight
and came to investigate. He found Mr. Sharma and carried him to the road. Then
he stopped a car and sent the injured man to a hospital, where he eventually
recovered.

The tigress disappeared for a few days but waas later hunted down and shot by a
Game Ranger. The Game Ranger discovered that the tigress had injured her paw
in a wire trap and had been unable to hunt wild animals in its normal manner.
375. When did Mr. Sharma's friend go to see what was wrong?

(a) When he saw the tigress attacking his friend

(b) Just before the tigress was knocked down

(c) When the friend was knocked down

(d) When he heard something unusual
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

376. When Mr. Sharma saw the tigress, he was
(a) surprised

(b) afraid

(c) nervous

(d) angry
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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377. Mr. Sharma stayed on to fight the tigress for
(a) he wanted to try to protect his wife and daughter

(b) he was a strong man who loved fighting
(c) he couldn't run as quickly as his wife

(d) the tigress caught him before he could run
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Literature and history are twin sister, inseparable. In the days of our own
grandfathers, and for many generatins before them, the basis of education was
the Greek and Roman classics for the educated, and the Bible for all. In the
classical authors and in the Bible, history and literature were closely intervolved,
and it is that circumstance which made the old form of education so stimulating
to the thought and imagination of our ancestors. To read the classical authors and
to read the Bible was to read at once the history and the literature of the three
greatest races of the ancient world. No doubt the classics and the Bible were read
in @ manner we now consider uncritical but they were read according to the best
tenets of the time and formed a great humanistic education. Today the study
both of the classics and of the Bible has dwindled to small proportions. What has
taken their place? To some extent the vaccum has been filled by a more correct
knowledge of history and a wider range of literature. But | fear that the greater
part of it has been filled up with rubbish.

378. Which of the following statements best reflects the underlying tone of the
passage?

(a) Literature and history are mutually exclusive
(b) Literature and history are complementary to each other
(c) The study of literature is meaning-less without any knowledge of history

(d) Literature and history are inseparably linked together in the clasics and the
Bible
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Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

379. The author of the above passage says that in the past the basis of education
for all people, irrespective of their intellectual calibre, was

(a) Greek and Roman classics
(b) The Bible
(c) A correct knowledge of history

(d) A wider range of literature
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

380. The author of the above passage says that the classics and the Bible were
read by his ancestors

(a) methodicaly and with discretion
(b) in @ manner that broadened their view of life
(c) wiht great emphasis on their literary values

(d) without critical discrimination but in the light of their humanistic culture
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

381. According to the author of the above passage, the old form of education,
based on the study of the classics and of the Bible, has

(a) succeeding in creating interest in history
(b) laid the bais of human civilization
(c) had a gradual decline in our time

(d) been rejuvenated in the context of modern education
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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382. The author of the above passage fears that the greater part of the vaccum
created by lack of interest in the classics and the Bible has been filled up by

(a) a new philosophy of life
(b) a richer sense of history
(c) a wider range of literature

(d) worthless ideas
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

During his early days as editor of the popular magazine, Saturday Evening Post,
George Lorimer did much of the reading of unsolicited stories. This meant endless
hours of sitting at the desk, pouring over big stacks of manuscripts, trying to
decide which were worthy of publication and which were not. Lorimer became an
expert at making these decisions.

One day he received a huffy letter from a would-be writer who had a complaint.
"Last week you rejected my story," she wrote. "l am positive you did not read it,
because, as a test, | pasted together pages 14, 15 and 16. The manuscript came
back with the pages still pasted. There is no question in my mind but you are a
sham and a disgrace to your profession."

Lorimer's reply was succinct : "Madam, at breakfast when | crack open an egg. |
don't have to eat the shole egg to know it is bad."

383. Lorimer did much reading of the stories
(a) if they were the solicited ones
(b) when they appeared to be bad

(c) when they were from women writers
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(d) when they came unsolicited
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

384. Lorimer was a good editor because

(a) his reply to the angry writer was polite

(b) he apologized for rejecting the story without reading it
(c) he could find the worth of a story with a little effort

(d) he was prompt in writing letters
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

385. The lady wrote a huffy letter because

(a) her story was rejected

(b) her story was rejected unread

(c) her story was rejected although it was good

(d) Lorimer was biased in his decision
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

386. Lorimer's reply was
(a) irrelevant

(b) rude

(c) witty

(d) funny
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

387. Lorimer read the stories
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(a) because he enjoyed reading them
(b) in order to publish them
(c) only to find fault with them

(d) in order to review them
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

As the tortoise tucks its feet and head inside the shell and will not come out even
though you many break the shell into pieces, even so the character of the man
who has control over his motives and organs, is unchangeably established. He
controls his own inner forces, and nothing can draw them out against his will. By
this continuous reflex of good thoughts and good impressions moving over the
surface of the mind, the tendency to do good becomes strong, and in
consequence, we are able to control the Indriyas or sense organs.

388. The author uses the phrase 'inner forces' in this passage. Which of the
following would be its most correct meaning in the context?

(a) Emotional disturbances in man
(b) Strength of the internal organs
(c) Forces produced by sense organs

(d) Reflection of the intellect
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

389. Which of the following statements would illustrate the metaphor in the
passage?

(a) Man is slow moving and slow-witted
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(b) A man of character refuses to be influenced by outside compulsions against his
will

(c) Man confines himseld to a life of isolation

(d) Man cannot have a good character or strong will
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

390. Which of the following statements may be assumed to reflect the central
theme of the passage?

(a) Good thoughts lead to the control of the sense organs
(b) Control of the sense organs leads to good thoughts
(c) Character, though established, may be disturbed by outside forces

(d) No man can achieve success in destroying the inner forces
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

391. Which of the following statements would be most correct in explaining the
metaphorical meaning of 'break the shell into pieces'?

(a) Destruction of the human body
(b) Breaking of the physical environment of man
(c) Attempt to destroy man's character

(d) Inflicting physical and mental agony on man
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

392. The passage consists of two long sentences and a shor one. The purpose of
this style could be to suggest that

(a) itis impossible for man to attain perfection of character

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

188
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(b) the attainment of perfect character is the result of a long process of mental
discipline

(c) the whole life process is clumsy

(d) there is a lot of confusion in our understanding of sense organs, character etc.
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

One of the most serious problems confronting our country is that of a fast-
growing population. In fact, it is at the root of many other problems. At the
moment, thanks to planning, we are able to produce food and cloth sufficient for
our people and even in some excess. But if the population continues to grow at
this rate, it will not be long before the surplus turns into a bare minimum and
even a deficit. The position in regard to accomodation is even now far from
satisfactory in spite of our efforts.

393. "itis at the root of many other problems" means that
(a) it is found along with many other problems

(b) it is caused by many other problems

(c) it gives rise to many other problems

(d) it is burried under many other problems
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

394. The present satisfactory position in regard to food and cloth is due to
(a) the fact that the population has been controlled

(b) our good luck

(c) good rainfall

(d) our economic planning
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395. If the population of India continues to increase at this rate, the situation in
regard to food and cloth

(a) is likely to remain the same
(b) is likely to become less satisfactory
(c) is likely to improve

(d) is likely to vary up and down
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

396. The situation in respect of accommodation
(a) is less than satisfactory
(b) is quite satisfactory

(d) is the result of total neglect
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

397. At present Indians have

(a) more provision for cloth than accommodation
(b) more provision for accommodation than cloth
(c) abundance of cloth and accommodation

(d) scarcity of cloth and accommodation
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it
The sky was already full of rusting wings. But when Jean steppd into the still
lusterless water, he seemed to be swimming in an indeterminate darkness until
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he saw the streaks of red and gold over the horizon. Then he suddenly swam back
to land and clambered up the winding path to his house. After a great deal of
panting he reached a little gate, pushed it open and climbed a stairway. The
house above the world had its huge bay-windows through which one could see
the horizon from one edge to the other. Here, no one complained of exhaustion.
Every one had his joy to conquer, every day.

398. Which of the following is/are indicated by the description in the passage?
1. Time before sunrise

2. Time after sunset

3. Clouds

4. Birds

(a) 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2,3 and 4 only

(d) 1and 4 only
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

399. What do the words "great deal of panting" imply?

1. Jean was too weak to walk

2. Jean's house was on a hill

3. Jean was too tired to walk after swimming

4. jean's house was too far away from the shore

(@)land 2
(b) 2 only
(c)2,3and 4

(d)1and 4
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Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Punctually at midday he opened his bag and spread out his professional
equipment, which consisted of a dozen cowrie shells, a square piece of cloth with
obscure mystic charts on it, a note book, and a bundle of Palmyra writing. His
forehead was resplendent with sacred ash and vermillion, and his eyes sparkled
with a sharp abnormal gleam which was really an outcome of a continual
searching look for customers, but which his simple clients took to be a prophetic
light and felt comforted. The power of his eyes was considerably enhanced by
their positon placed as they were between the painted forehead and the dark
whiskers which streamed down his cheeks : even a half-wit's eyes would sparkle
in such a setting. To crown the effect he wound a saffron-coloured turban around
his head. This colour scheme never failed. People were attracted to him as bees
are attracted to cosmos or dahlia stalks

400. From the description of this passage one can make out the person to be a
(a) Snake Charmer

(b) Footpath vendor

(c) Astrologer

(d) Priest
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

401. The eyes of the person described sparkled because
(a) He was sitting under midday sun

(b) He was always looking for possible clients

(c) His forehead was bright with ash and vermillion

(d) He was full of joy
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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402. The person opened his bag

(a) to search for something he needed
(b) to indicate the start of his work

(c) to keep his professional equipment

(d) to take out things for display
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

403. The tone of the description is
(a) sad

(b) neutral

(c) ironic

(d) sympathetic
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

'Punctuality’ said Louis XIV. 'is the politeness of kings'. It is the mark of a
gentleman, and 'the necessity of men in buisiness'. Washington once took his
Secretary to task for being late. The Secretary laid the blame upon his watch.
Washington retorted "Then, sir, either you must get a new watch or | must get a
new Secretaty". Much of our success in life depends upon our being punctual in
our undertakings and appointments. hence the necessity of steadily cultivation
this virtue in our daily life.

404. Washington wanted
(a) to get a new watch

(b) to get a new secretary
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(c) his secretary to get a new watch

(d) his secretary to be punctual
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

405. Punctuality is a virtue

(a) which is appreciated by kings

(b) which is difficult to cultivate

(c) which is necessary for success in life

(d) which can make daily life pleasant
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Fortunately it is as yet only through fantasy that we can see what the destruction
of the scholarly and scientific disciplines would mean to mankind. From history
we can learn what their existence has meant. The sheer power of disciplined
thought is revealed in practically all the great intellectual and technological
advances which the human race has made. The ability of the man of disciplined
mind to direct this power effectively upon problems for which he has not
specifically trained is proved by examples without number. The real evidence for
the value of liberal education lies in history and in the biographies of men who
have met the valid criteria of greatness. these support overwhelmingly the claim
of liberal education that it can equip a man with fundamental powers of decison
and action, applicable not only to boy-girl relationship, to tinkering hobbies, or to
choosing the family dentist, but to all the great and varied concerns of human life
---- not least, those that are unforeseen.

406. Liberal education enables a person to
(a) read with more discernment thatn others

(b) apply general principles to resolve issues
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(c) gain prestige

(d) develop a clearer understanding of history than others
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

407. In this passage, the author stresses the importance of
(a) education for living

(b) technological advances

(c) increased interest in the study of history

(d) satisfying the desire for security
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

408. In this passage, the expression 'specifically trained' refers to
(a) characteristically trained

(b) particularly trained

(c) peculiarly trained

(d) ostensibly trained
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

409. According to the author, 'the great and varied concerns of human life' are
about

(a) fundamental rights
(b) challenges facing mankind

(c) tinkering hobbies
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(d) liberal education
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Nowadays we are amused by professionals. Why listen to your friends singing
when you can hear the great singers of the world on the gramophone or the
radio? Why read even a detective story if you can see one at the cinema, and why
play football with players who are not very good when you can go, by train or car,
to see some of the best players in your country playing an important match; or, if
you have a television set, just sit comfortably at home and watch the same
without the trouble of going outside?

410. The primary criticism of the author about his contemporaries is that
(a) they are unprofessional and unskilled

(b) they want to enjoy all the good things of life

(c) they waste all their time with amusements

(d) they have a lazy and mechanical attitude towards amusements
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

411. The impression you get about the author is that he is
(a) a cynic

(b) an old timer

(c) a reformer

(d) a social critic
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it
A male jackdaw's courtship behaviour is astonishingly human. All his movements
are consciously strained and his proudly reared head and neck are permanently in
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a state of self-display. He provokes the other jackdaws continually if the female
jackdaw is looking on and he purposefully becomes embroiled in conflicts with
otherwise deeply respected superiors. Above all, he seeks to impress his loved
one with the possession of a potential nesting site, from which he drives all other
jackdaws, irrespective of their rank.

412. A courtship behaviour may best be described as

(a) the behaviour of a jackdaw who shows off his feathers

(b) the behaviour of a male bird to attract a female bird

(c) the behaviour by which a male bird displays its beauty to the female bird

(d) the behaviour of any male to win a female of the same species
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

413. Which of the phrases best helps to bring out the precise meaning of
‘consciously strained'?

(a) Proudly reared and exhibited
(b) Permanently in a state of display
(c) Purposefully put in a state of display

(d) Possession of nesting sight
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

414. The most important 'trick' of the jackdaw to win his female is
(a) displaying his head and neck
(b) to be like a human being

(c) to become embroiled withother birds
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(d) to possess a place for building a nest
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

415. The jackdaw fights with other jackdawa because
(a) he does not respect the senior birds

(b) he wants to fight with his rivals

(c) he does not like to be challenged

(d) he wants to show off
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

416. Which of ht following statements best describes the central theme of the
passage?

(a) The courtship behaviour of birds
(b) The similarities between the courtship behaviours of birds and man
(c) The astonishing facts about the jackdaw's love life

(d) The scientific study of the jackdaw's life
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Young seekers after peace know that only equal trust shown to all the peoples of
the earth and not just to a few of them, can lead to the healing of the wounds
that tear them apart and so it is essential never to humiliate the members of a
nation whose leaders have committed inhuman acts. Essential also is boundless
concern for so many men and women who today, as exiles or immigrants, live on
foreign soil. If every home was open to somebody of foreign origin, the racial
problem would be partially solved.

417. For the reconciliation and unity it is essential
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(a) to have no discrimination in the trust shown to peoples of the earth
(b) to have young seekers after peace
(c) to have confidence in at least a few of the peoples

(d) to punish the leaders who committed inhuman sins
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

418. To make the members of a nation responsible for the inhuman acts of their
leaders is

(@) unimportant
(b) understandable
(c) unjust

(d) undesirable
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

419. Boundless concern should be shown to

(a) one's own country men alone

(b) the people belonging to our friendly nations only
(c) the foreigners who just visit our country

(d) all the exiles living away from their native lands
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

420. The theme of the passage is
(a) Rigid nationalism alone can help peacefull co-existence

(b) Trusting all the peoples of the earth may lead to serious problems
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(c) Being cautious of others is a must to live in peace

(d) Concern for everyone irrespective of the race or country
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

We shall go on to the end; we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and
oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and strength in the air, we shall
defend our island whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we
shall fight in the hills. We shall never surrender, and even if this island or a large
part of it were subjugated and starving, then our empire beyond the seas would
carry on the struggle, until the New World steps forth to the rescue and the
liberation of the Old.

421. On the basis of the passage which of the following statements amy be said to
be correct?

(a) The speaker is encouraging his men for the conquest of France
(b) The speaker is aggressive and maniacal war-monger
(c) The speaker is not satisfied with the conquest of the island

(d) The speaker is a patriot urging the defence of his mother-land
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

422. The speaker in the passage wants to go on fighting because
(a) he is a raving lunatic

(b) he is in a state of utter despair

(c) he expects help from other quarters

(d) he is the leader of a suicide squad
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423. Which of the following pairs of the phrases helps best to bring out the
intention of the speaker?

(a) "go on to the end" ; "shall never surrender"
(b) "growing confidence" ; "subjugated and starving"
(c) "subjugated and starving" ; "fight on the landing ground"

(d) "fight in the streets" ; "subjugated and starving"
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

424. The passage consists of repetitive patterns in syntax and vocabulary. The
effect of this style is that it

(a) reveals the speaker's defects in giving a speech
(b) produces the impression of bad poetry
(c) conveys the speker's helpless situation

(d) reinforces the speaker's basic intention
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it?

Cozette could have been a pretty child, but she was thin and pale and her eyes
were strained with weeping. She was dressed in her thin torn cotton dress and
she shivered all the time. here and there on her body were blue marks from the
beatings that her mistress had given her. Her naked legs were red and rough.
When she spoke, her voice tembled. Everything about the child, her looks, her
behaviour, her speech, her silence, every small gesture she made, showed a
terrible fear. She was so afraid that, even though she was wet through, she dared
not go near the fire to warm herself, but sat shivering in a corner of the room.

425. Cozette could not be a pretty child because
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(a) she was pale and emaciated
(b) she was weeping
(c) she was scantily dressed

(d) she was trembling with feat
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

426. Cozette's voice trembled because
(a) she was feeling cold

(b) she was frightened

(c) there was no fire near her

(d) she was wearing a thin, cotton dress
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

427. Cozette's terrible fear is conveyed most vividly by the description of
(a) her constant shivering

(b) her tear-strained eyes

(c) her trembling voice

(d) her inability to go near the fire
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

428. The cause of Cozette's fear is explained by
(a) her pale appearance

(b) her torn dress
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(c) the blue marks on her body

(d) her speech
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the follosing passage and answer the questions based on it

1. Discussions on drug addiction should also be concerned with the vast majority
of people who are not addicts. Their homes and lives are insecure because our
narcotics laws drive such people to crime. The drug addict is almost never
dangerous when he is under the influence of drugs. What makes him dangerous is
the desperate need for money to buy the next dose. Drugs are available only in an
illegal black market. The cost are stupendous, and this is what drives the addict to
steal, rob and even kill.

429. According to the author, discussions of drug addiction are generally
concerned with

(a) addicts
(b) non-addicts
(c) criminals

(d) black marketers
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

430. Addicts take to criminal acts because

(a) drugs make them lose self-control

(b) the habit of robbing and stealing is hard to break
(c) they need large sums of money to buy drugs

(d) law is powerless against them
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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431. The author seems to criticize the narcotics laws for
(a) being too lenient

(b) being too complicated

(c) being ineffective

(d) driving addicts to crime
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

432. The word 'stupendous' in the passage means
(a) very high

(b) foolish

(c) shocking

(d) illegal
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

433. With reference to the pasage, consider the following statements

1. Addiction to drugs is a criminal act
2. Drug addicts cannot be rehabilitated

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

Even in the most primitive societies the great majority of people satisfy a large
part of their material needs by exchanging foods and services. Very few people
indeed can make for themselves everything they need-all their food, their clothes,
their housing, their tools. Ever since men started living in communities, they have
been satisfying their needs by means of specialization and exchange; increasingly
each individual has concentrated on what he can do best, and has produced more
of the special goods or services in which he has concentrated, than he can
consume himself. The surplus he has exchanged with other members of the
community, acquiring in exchange the things he needs that others have produced.

434. Very few people can satisfy their needs today by
(a) providing things for themselves

(b) exchanging goods and services

(c) concentrating on what they can do best

(d) individual specialization
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

435. Exchange of goods becomes possible only when
(a) there is no specialization

(b) the goods are produced in surplus

(c) primitive societies become modern

(d) individuals make things for themselves
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

436. Specialization and exchange began when men started
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(a) big industries
(b) concentrating on their work
(c) producing things for individual use

(d) living in communities
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

437. Exchange of goods and services becomes necessary because
(a) man is a social animal

(b) reciprocity is the law of life

(c) trade and commerce are means of progress

(d) we cannot produce everything we need ourselves
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

| came home from one vacation to find that my brother Ron had brought a dog
while | was away. A big burly, choleric dog, he always acted as if he thought |
wasn't one of the family. There was a slight advantage in being one the family. For
he didn't bite the family as often as he bit strangers. Mother used to send a box of
candy every Christmas to the people he bit. The list finally contained forty or
more names. Nobody could understand why we didn't get rid of the dog!

438. Which of the following description best fits the dog?
(a) The dog was tiny and delicate

(b) The dog was huge and cool

(c) The dog was small and sweet-tempered

(d) The dog was sturdy and short tempered
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Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

439. The dog did not consider the writer as one of the family. What do you think
was the consequence of this?

(a) The dog barked at him all the time
(b) The dog drove him out of his own house
(c) The dog behaved with him in an unfriendly way

(d) The dog bit him more than he bit others of the family
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

440. The Christmas list contained more than forty names. What does this suggest
(a) The writer's mother had a lot of friends

(b) The writer's family celebrated Christmas well

(c) The writer's dog had bitten at least forty people

(d) The writer's mother sent them candy boxes
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

A little girl was learning a history lesson with her governess.All the morning she
had been reading it over and hearing it explained by her governess, but no good
came of either the reading or teaching. The governess went over the lesson
several times, explained the meaning, and for the last time, asked her pupil to
read it over.After due time had been given, the girl was examined as to her
knowledge of the lesson; but not a single answer could she give correctly. The
governess lost patience with her, and threatened to punish her unless she could
state where a certain treaty was signed.

441. According to the passage, the little girl read the lesson and heard it explained
all the morning because
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(a) The girl did not like her governess
(b) The governess could not explain it long enough
(c) The girl could not understand it

(d) The girl read the lesson only once
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

442. With reference to the passage, consider the following statements

1. The governess taught the same lesson several times
2. The governess wanted to complete her teaching work quickly

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

443. After reading the whole passage, which of the following impressions do you
think correct about the inability of the girl to answer questions correctly?

(a) The dullness of the girl
(b) The incompetence of the governess
(c) The difficulty of the language

(d) The lack of time
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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444, Which of the following correctly expresses the meaning of 'lost patience with
her'?

(a) The inability of the governess to endure further the girl's failure to answer
(b) The governess lost her enthusiasm to teach the girl
(c) The governess felt that the girl cannot be taught the lesson

(d) The governess felt that she was not good enough to teach the girl
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

Many doctors flatly refused to believe Jenner when he announced that he had
found a preventive against smallpox. They declared vaccination to be a dangerous
practice. But the dread of smallpox was in everybody's heart, and people flcoked
to Jenner to be vaccinated. The Latin word for cow is 'vacca'; it is the root from
which the word vaccination was formed. Some of the 'vacca' used by Jenner were
not pure and some harms were done; but when supplies of pure vaccine were
available, the practice of vaccinating spread all over England and from England to
other countries. We hardly hear of outbreaks of smallpox now.

445, The passage describes

(a) how smallpox can be treated

(b) how vaccines were manufactured in England

(c) the dangers of vaccination expecially for children

(d) the gradual acceptance of vaccination as a preventive against smallpox
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

446. Vaccination sometimes proved harmful because

(a) Vaccination was a dangerous practice
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(b) some of the vaccines used were of a poor hyginic standard
(c) there are psychological differences between cows and human beings

(d) vaccinaion is given at a very early age
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

447. People hastened to get themselves vaccinated because

(a) many doctors supported Jenner's claims

(b) fear of the terrible disease drove them to take the risk of vaccination
(c) supplies of pure vaccine had now become available

(d) the practice of vaccination had spread all over the world
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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448. Vaccination was intended by Jenner to
(a) cure people suffering from smallpox

(b) delay the death of smallpox victims

(c) build up a defense against smallpox germs

(d) prevent cows from spreading the disease
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

449. With reference to the passage, consider the following statements

1. Many doctors did not believe that Jenner was a doctor
2. There are no outbreaks of small pox today

Which of the the statements given above is/are correct?
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(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

There are eccentric people who enjoy saving money for no other reason than the
pleasure of saving money. It is a passion like drinking, and a hobby like collecting
of china. Does it usually begin with a money-box? Imagine a painter drawing the
Miser's Progress in a number of scenes, with the first scene showing a benevolent
grandfather holding out a harmless looking tin money-box to an infant scarcely
able to walk. The gift should always be accompanied by a box of tools. As ayoung
man the infant has grown into a miser. By the age of forty he has a substantial
bank account. But he persuades himself that he is so poor that he never goes to
the theatre, never invites a friend to dinner. By sixty he is a rich man and is
convinced that he is all but a pauper.

450. Some people enjoy saving money because
(a) they are able t live a happy life

(b) saving is passion with them

(c) they are able to enjoy the pleasures of life

(d) they can entertain others
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

451. If a money-box is given to a chil, what should accompany it?
(a) Tips on the advantages of saving money

(b) Guidelines to preserve it
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(c) Instructions on when and how to open it

(d) A box of tools to open it
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

452. A miserly man of forty does not go to the theatre because
(a) he has no liking for plays

(b) he does not want to waste his valuable time

(c) he persuades himself that he is very poor

(d) he is frightened by the darkness of the theatre hall
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

In the fete, for a ticket costing eight annas you stood a chance of acquiring a
variety of articles - pin-cushions, sewing machines, cameras or even a road
engine. One evening they drew ticket number 1005, and | happened to own the
other half of the ticket. They declared that | became the owner of a road engine !
Don't ask me how a road engine came to be included among the prizes. It is more
than | can tell you. | looked stunned. People gathered round and gazed at me as if
| were some curious animal. 'Fancy anyone becoming the owner of a road
engine!' some persons muttered and giggled

453. The writer purchased a ticket
(a) to win a prize

(b) to enter the fete

(c) to buy some eatables in the fete

(d) to play some games
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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454, 'they' in the paragraph stands for
(a) the writer's friends

(b) the organisers of the fete

(c) the stall owners in the fete

(d) the onlookers
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

455. The writer was stunned becasue

(a) he did not win a prize

(b) he was at a loss as to what to do with the prize
(c) people giggled

(d) the fete organisers were rude to him
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

A holiday in Uttarakhand is about supporting the economy and ecology of this
fledgling state with your heart, mind and muscle. Being at the camp with your
family is a great bonding experience combined with a grand taste of wild life and
adventure.

First comes the walk from the lakeside to the camp.

It's one of the best indicators here to 'figure' out how in or out of shape are you.
Anything upwards of 15 minutes means it is time to start taking your body and
fitness levels more seriously. To cool off there is always the lake where you can

swim or learn how to kayak.

456. The word which is used with a double meaning is
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(a) figure
(b) fitness
(c) shape

(d) indicators
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

457.'It"in the second paragraph refers to
(@) camp

(b) lake

(c) holiday

(d) walk
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

458. If you take about twenty minutes to walk from the lakeside to the camp it
means that you

(a) are not healthy enough
(b) walk too slowly
(c) need practice in walking

(d) must get used to the exercise
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

An astrologer passing through the village called Koopal foretold that Velan would
live in a three-storeyed house surrounded by many acres of garden. At this
everybody gathered round Velan and made fun of him. For Koopal did not have a
more ragged and God-forsaken family than Velan's. His father had mortgaged
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every bit of property he had and worked with his whole family on other people's
lands in return for a few annas a week. A three-storeyed house for Velan
indeed!.... But those who made fun of him would have congratulated the
astrologer if they had seen Velan about thirty or forty years later. He became the
sole occupant of "Kumar Baugh" - that palatial house on the outskirts of Malgudi
town.

459. The astrologer

(a) visited the village

(b) belonged to the village

(c) happened to pass through the village

(d) was invited by the villagers
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

460. The village where Velan lived was
(a) Malgudi

(b) Koopal

(c) Kumar Baugh

(d) None of the above
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

461. Everybody made fun of the forecast because
(a) Velan was too small to be the owner of the three-storeyed building
(b) Velan was a funny character

(c) In the present situation it was unbelievable
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(d) his father had mortgaged the house
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

462. The villagers would have congratulated the astrologer because
(a) he indeed became the owner of the palatial house

(b) he could change the fete of the Velan

(c) his forecast turned out to be a reality

(d) he was a man of great knowledge
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

| had undertaken this perilous swim, not to gain fame or trophies but to prove to
the world that Indians are no longer afraid. To the youth of India this triumph
would dramatically demonstrate that nothing is impossible for them. All they
have to do is to believe and persevere, and the goal will be theirs ! For it is my
firm conviction that unless we individually become adventurous and nationally
restless and enterprising, India will not be able to break the bonds of apathy and
tradition, whether on the physical or on the intellectual fronts. My Indian Ocean
venture was a humble contribution towards this end.

463. The passage suggests that the authoris a
(a) politcian

(b) writer

(c) teacher

(d) famous swimmer
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

464. The author swam because he wanted

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(a) to become famous
(b) to win awards
(c) the young Indians to swim like him

(d) the world to know that the modern Indians are fearless
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

465. To become winners, the author says the Indian youth must become
(a) richer

(b) persevering

(c) restless

(d) emotional
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

466. The expression 'perilous swim' means
(a) painful

(b) useless swim

(c) risky swim

(d) interesting swim
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it
"Let us laugh," says, W. Mathews, "it is the cheapest luxury man enjoys. It stirs

216

up

the blood, expands the chest, clears away the cobwebs from the brain and gives
the whole system a healthy treatment." So is it nice to laugh a lot? It is said,
"Laughter is the best medicine." For those who dislike medicine, sweet or bitter, a
good joke that provokes laughter is prescribed. It is nice to have a good laugh but
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a "guffaw" may sometime lock one's jaws and so it is suggested that those who
enjoy a loud guffaw go slow and subside into a gurgle but the best thing is, as
done in Hon'ble courts before Hon'bble Judges, just titter. And finally, | feel taht |
should smile, laugh heartily (without the predicament of lockjaw) and be able to
enjoy all jokes including ones directed at myself. But never making a laughing
stock of myself in the process. Let us remember the wise saying, "He is not
laughed at that laughs at himself."

467. It is said that laughter is the best medicine because

(a) it is the cheapest luxury man enjoys

(b) it is available free of cost

(c) it is cheaper whereas medicines in the shops are costly

(d) it provides better treatment than costly medicines

Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

468. The writer says he would never make a laughing stock of himself. It means he
should not

(a) let others ridicule him
(b) show disrespect to Judges
(c) laugh but simply smile at others

(d) let others laugh
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

469. The writer feels laughter is to be prescribed to those who

(a) are seriouslyill
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(b) dislike medicines
(c) cannot buy medicines

(d) do not need medicines
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

470. By quoting a wise saying in the last line the writer

(a) reiterates the going that laughter is the best medicine for us

(b) guides us about what we should do from being laughed at

(c) cautions us as to how we should conduct ourselves in the Hon'ble Courts

(d) censures those who cannot laugh at themselves
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

Our Voyage was very prosperous, but | shall not trouble the reader with a journal
of it. The captain called in at one or two ports and sent in his long-boat for
provisions and fresh water, but | never went out of the ship till we came into the
Downs, which was on the 3rd day of June, 1706, about nine months after my
escape. | offered to leave my goods in security for payment of my freight, but the
captain protested he would not receive one farthing. We took kind leave of each
other, and | made him promise that he would come to see me at my house in
Redriff. | hired a house and a guide for five shillings which | borrowed from the
captain.

471. When the writer uses the word "prosperous" to describe the voyage, he
means that

(a) it made him rich
(b) it made him healthy

(c) it was very pleasant
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(d) it was uneventful
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

472. On the voyage, the author

(a) left the ship at intervals

(b) was not able to leave the ship because it did not stop
(c) never left the ship at all

(d) never left the ship till they came into the Downs
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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473. In the context of the passage, the word "provisions" means
(@) mainly food

(b) mainly security

(c) money

(d) mainly ammunition
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

474. For the payment of the author's freight, the captain
(a) kept his goods as security

(b) refused to accept any money

(c) protested against being paied only a farthing

(d) accepted a sum of money
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://lwww.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

220
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

475. From the passage, it is clear that the captain's attitude to the author was
(a) one of hostility

(b) one of indifference

(c) one of extreme friendliness and kindness

(d) one of disgust and irritation
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

What were the early ideas of men about the sky and the earth? They naturaly
believed that the earth was motionless, and they also supposed that it was flat.
These two ideas do not surprise us. Children now-a-days think the same until they
are taught differently. How were men to know that the earth was a ball circling
round the sun? They had no telescope for accurate observation. They had not
travelled round the world. In fact, many parts of the world in those days were
unexplored and unknown. They thought they lived on a kind of flat plate, and that
the sky with the sun and the moon and the stars, was a kind of inverted bowl
turning round above them. The sun, the moon and the stars were their lamps for
day and night.

476. Unless children are taught differently they think that
(a) the earth is round and moving

(b) the sun and the moon are motionless

(c) the sun and the moon are moving

(d) the sun and the moon are moving round the earth
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

477. The early ideas of man were wrong because

(a) man did not use the telescope
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(b) man did not like to travel
(c) man never had the scientific knowledge

(d) man was foolish and lazy
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

478. What was true for the early man?

(a) The earth was round and moving

(b) The telescope was accurate

(c) Travelling and exploring were the methods to gain knowledge

(d) The sun was motionless
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

479. What was the main cause of the early man's wrong ideas?
(a) Lack of scientific knowledge

(b) Seeing and believing

(c) Lack of desire to know

(d) Lack of desire to observe and explore
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it
The man sat up in the snow for a moment and struggled for calmness. Then

he

pulled on his gloves by means of this teeth, and got upon his feet. He glanced
down at first in order to assure himself that he was really standing up, for the
absence of sensation in his feet left him unrelated to the earth. His erect position

in itself started to drive the webs of suspicion from the dog's mind; and when

he

spoke pre emptorily, with the sound of whip-lashes in his voice, the dog rendered

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

222
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

its customary allegiance and came to him. As it came within reaching distance,
the man lost his control. His arms flashed out to the dog and he experienced
genuine surprise when he discovered that his hands could not clutch, that there
was neither bend nor feeling in the fingers. He had forgotten for the moment that
they were frozen and that they were freezing more and more. All this happened
quickly and before the animal could get away, he encircled its body with his arms.
He sat down in the snow and in this fashion held the dog, while it snarled and
whined and struggled.

480. From the passage, which group of words expresses the effect of snow upong
the man's feet

(a) With the sound of whip-lashed in his voice
(b) His arms, flashed out to the dog
(c) The absence of sensation in his feet left him unrelated to the earth

(d) The man sat up in the snow for a moment and struggled for calmness
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

481. The statement that the man experienced genuine surprise when he
discovered that his hands could not clutch means that

(a) The man did not see anything to clutch
(b) The man had nothing to clutch
(c) The man was afraid of the dog

(d) There was neither bend nor feeling in the fingers
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

482. Which word or group of words shows the extract condition of being 'frozen'?

(a) Whip-lashes in his voice
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(b) He pulled on his gloves
(c) His hands could not clutch

(d) Lost his control
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it
George was a young man who had gone to the big city from a small rural
community and, in a relatively short time, attained prominence in the business
world. His sudden rise had gone into his head, however, and he became
unbearably conceited.

Eventually, George returned home after a visit, halfway expecting everyone in
town to be at the railway station to welcome him.

Much to his surprise, George saw that no one, not even his family, was around to
meet him when he descended from the train. he looked very neat in a new suit
and carried a bulky suitcase full of fashionable clothes.

After a little while, the station master came from his office and went over to the
young fellow. "Well, hello there, George", he called out cheerily, "Are you going
away?"

483. The station master's question implied that

(a) he offered help to George in climbing the train

(b) he is known to George very initmately

(c) he is making fun of George

(d) George's absence from the town was not noticed by him
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

484. George hoped for a big welcome because
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(a) of his achievement and success
(b) he is returning home after a very long time
(c) people loved him

(d) his community wanted dynamic leaders like him
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

485. George's great expectations are an indication of his
(@) humility

(b) optimism

(c) pride

(d) love of his community
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

486. George's success was most clearly visible in
(a) the station master's words

(b) his clothes

(c) his being unbearably conceited

(d) the manner in which he was received by the village
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

The assault on the purity of the environment is the price that we pay for many of
the benefits of modern technology. For the advantages of automotive
transportation we pay a price in smog-induced diseases; for the powerful effects
of new insecticides, we pay a price in dwindling wildlife and disturbances in the
relation of living things and their surroundings; for nuclear power, we risk the
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biological hazards of radiation. By increasing agricultural production with
fertilizers, we increase water pollution.

The highly developed nations of the world are not only the immediate
beneficiaries of the good that technology can do, they are also the first victims of
the environmental diseases that technology breeds. In the past, the
environmental effects which accompanied technological progress were restricted
to a small place and relatively a short time. The new hazards are neither local nor
brief. Modern air pollution covers vast areas of continents. Radioactive fallout
from nuclear explosions is worldwide. Radioactive pollutants now on the Earth'
surface will be found there for generations, and in the case of Carbon-14, for
thousands of years.

486. The passage emphasizes that modern technology
(a) is totally avoidable

(b) has caused serious hazards to life

(c) has greater effect on developed countries

(d) is the source of the miseries of mankind
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

487. The harmful effects of modern technology are
(a) widespread but short lived

(b) widespread and long lasting

(c) local and long lasting

(d) severe but short lived
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

488. With reference to the passage, the following assumptions have been made

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

226
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

1. The widespread use of insecticides has caused ecological imbalance

2. Conservation of natural flora and fauna is impossible in this age of modern
technology

Which of the assumptions is/are valid?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

To what extent, though, are modern farming methods sustainable? There is
abundant evidence that a high price has to be paid to sustain the high rates of
food production achieved by farmed monocultures. for example, they offer ideal
conditions for the epidemic spread of diseases such as mastitis, brucellosis and
swine fever among livestock and coccidiosis among poultry. Farmed animals are
normally kept at densities far higher than their species would meet in nature with
the result that disease transmission rates are magnified. In addition, high rates of
transmission between herds occur as animals are sold from one farming
enterprise to another, and it is easy for the farmers themselves, with mud on
their boots and their vehicles, to act as vectors of pests and disease.

489. With reference to the passage, consider the following statements

1. The modern practices of farming are undesirable for developing countries

2. Monoculture practices should be given up to eliminate disease transmission in
animals

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
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(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

490. What is the essence of this passage?

(a) Farming is a very costly affair

(b) Farmed animals are kept at higher densities in monocultures

(c) There is a widespread transmission of animal diseases now-a-days

(d) Human dependence on monoculture is fragile
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

"Sit down", the Principal said, but Mr. Tagde continued to stand, gaining courage
from his own straight-backed stance, because he was beginning to feel a little
afraid now.

The Principal looked unhappy. He disliked being forced to perform this sort of an
unpleasant task.

"I wish you would consider withdrawing this report", he said.

"I am sorry. Sir, | cannot do that" Mr. Tagde said. he was pleased with his
unwavering voice and uncompromising words.

"It will be a very damaging report if put on record".

"It is a factual report on very damaging conduct".

"You are asking for the boy's expulsion from school. Don't you think the
punishment is too harsh for a few boyish prnks"?

491. Mr. Tagde did not sit down because
(a) he was angry with the Principal

(b) he was in a defiant mood
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(c) he did not like the student

(d) he was in a hurry
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

492. He would not withdraw the report because
(a) he was arrogant and bitter

(b) it was an accurate report

(c) he wanted to create problems for the principal

(d) he wanted to show his authority
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

493. The Principal was unhappy because he

(a) he did not like to deal with an arrogant person
(b) was angry with Mr. Tagde

(c) could not enforce discipline in school

(d) did not want to expel the boy
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

It was a bitterly cold night, and even at the far end of the bus the east wind that
raved along the street cut like a knife. The bus stopped, the two women and a
man got in together and filled the vacant places. The younger woman was dressed
in sealskin and carried one of those Pekinese dogs that women in sealskin like to
carry in their laps. The conductor came near and took the fares. Then his eye
rested with cold malice on the beady-eyed toy dog. | saw trouble brewing. This
was the opportunity for which he had been waiting, and he intended to make the
most of it.
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494. The wind that blew on the night was
(a) mild

(b) pleasant

(c) bitter

(d) sharp
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

495. The younger woman was carrying the dog as
(a) a necessity

(b) a fashion

(c) an expression of provocation

(d) an escort
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

496. Which of the following statements best describes the nature of the
conductor?

(a) He was dutiful
(b) He was a law-abiding person
(c) he liked dogs

(d) He was unfriendly and malicious
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

497. "It was a bitterly cold night, and even at the far end of the bus the east wind
that raved along the street cut like a knife". This sentence gives us an idea of

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://lwww.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_Ebook.html


http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage_Reading_Ebook.html

230
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(a) a lonely night bus journey
(b) an unbearable cold night
(c) the wind at the time that was still and cold

(d) the hardship of author's journey
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

Before an armed robber locked Mary Graves in the sweltering trunk of her car,
she dialed an emergency number on her portable telephone and slipped it to her
three-year old daughter. Though confused, the little girl saved the day. She told
emergency operators that her mother was locked in the trunk. Although she
didn’t know where she was, she provided some important clues : she could see
airplanes and the sky, according to the transcript of the emergency phone call.
The operator called Tampa international airport police, who searched the top
floor of the airport parking garage where the car was parked. The operator told
the girl to honk, enabling the police to locate the car and free Mrs. Graves

498. The clues provided by the little girl suggest that the car was parked
(a) outside but adjacent to the airport

(b) by the main street of the city

(c) at the airport

(d) in a parking garage in the side-lane
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

499. The passage indicates that the girl was
(a) clever and brave

(b) had the maturity of an adult
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(c) coy and shy

(d) worried and excited
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

500. The girl helped the police trace the car by
(a) shouting loudly

(b) making too much din

(c) shrieking frightfully

(d) sounding the horn
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

501. Through the passage, the writer suggests the importance and utility of
(a) education of little children

(b) parking garages

(c) portable telephones

(d) airports
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

For days | trudged from one property-dealer to another, from one "to-let" notice
to another, with the estimated advance money tucked safely in the inner lining of
my handbag, but in vain. At one place they needed a couple, at another a young
man, and at another they wished to know my employment status. And | realized
that | was a freak called the single woman and the job status being nothing more
than a freelance writer with hardly any assignments in hand, only dreams of
making it some day. So the dream-house remained far away, gradually turning
into a fantasy.
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502. The author "trudged" from one property-dealer to another" means that the
author

(a) had to walk a lot of distance
(b) had to do a brisk walk to save the time
(c) visited several property-dealers without any success

(d) acquired a good knowledge about the property-dealers of that area
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

503. According to the passage, the author was
(a) a novelist

(b) an independent writer

(c) a publisher of journals

(d) an unemployed person
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

504. Which of the following statements best reflects the underlying tone of the
passage?

(a) People always let out their houses to well employed persons only
(b) People always let out their houses only to couyples
(c) Single jobless women find it difficult to rent a house

(d) Women always dream of a house
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions bassed on it
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Martin had many little tricks entertaining to his son. On an evening, returning
from the market, he would buy a paper mask, the head of a hissing dragon. He
would put it on and knock at the door. On opening the door, the boy would be
terrified for a moment, but only for a moment, for he would soon remove it and
the two would roll with laughter. Tom would, then, go out with the mask and
knock at the door for his father to open. Martin had to act as if he was paralyzed
with fear.

505. Martin played his little tricks because
(a) he was very much interested in them
(b) he wanted to terrify his son

(c) his son got pleasure from them

(d) it was his habit to make tricks
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

506. Which of the following statements is the most appropriate description of the
mask?

(a) It is a mask looking like a dragon with long tail and covering the whole body of
Martin

(b) It is a mask looking like the head of a dragon with its tongue hanging out

(c) It is a mask looking like an animal with horns, wings and a pair of ferocious
eyes emitting fire

(d) It is a mask looking like the head of a king cobra
Answer http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

507. The father and son rolled wiht laughter after the

(a) father put on the mask
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(b) opening of the door
(c) son saw the mask

(d) father removed the mask
Answer http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

| once saw a tigress stalking a month old kid. The ground was very open and the
kid saw the tigress while she was still some distance away and started bleating,
whereon the tigress gave up her stalk and walked straight up to it. When the
tigress had approached to within a few yards, the kid went forward to meet her,
and on reaching the tigress stretched out its neck and put up its head to smell her.
For the duration of a few heart beats the month-old kid and the queen of the
forest stood nose to nose, and then the queen turned and walked off in the
direction from which she had come.

508. 'Stalking' in this context means
(a) running threateningly

(b) moving about in circles

(c) targeting a victim

(d) moving quietly without being seen or heard
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

509. The tigress walked straight up to the kid because
(a) running would frighten the kid
(b) stalking was useless now

(c) the tigress was patient
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(d) she was sure of her victim
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

510. The kid's behaviour indicates that

(a) it was familiar with the sight of the tigress
(b) it was attracted with the tigress's smell
(c) it took the tigress for a playmate

(d) it was not aware of the danger involved
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

511. The expression 'for the duration of a few heart beats' suggests
(a) the few seconds the tigress and the kid spent smelling each other
(b) the fear of the kid

(c) the excitement of the tigress

(d) the anxiety of the watcher
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The door led to the back of a steep tier of narrow wooden benches rising from the
lecturer's desk like a football stand. Behind the desk were three large blackboards
screwed to the walls, which were otherwise panelled with stained perpendicular
planks. The roof was lost in a criss-cross of thin iron girders through which half a
dozen electric globes were suspended to supplement the thin light that filtered
through the windows through the eaves.

512. The passage describes

(a) a stadium
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(b) a lecture theatre
(c) an operation theatre

(d) a cinema hall
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html.

513. The world "eaves" means

(a) heavy curtains

(b) electric globes

(c) over-hanging parts of a sloping roof

(d) the ceiling
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

514. The writer says "The roof was lost..."because

(a) it was very dark

(b) the roof was covered with soot

(c) the roof was covered with a large number of iron beams

(d) there was a canopy
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

515. What is the appropriate description of the passage?
(a) Objective
(b) Rhetorical

(c) Impressionistic
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(d) Verbose
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

No doubt, the 'green revolution' has led to self-sufficiency in food production but
it has also brought with it the formidable problem of poisoning of food grains and
other eatables. This is caused by excessive use of chemicals on crops and
pesticide residues. It has also created havoc by exterminating the species of
useful parasites and viruses which keep pests under control. Scientists are now
worried about the resurgence of such formidable pests in menacing proportions
which seem to undermine all that they have achieved in agricultural production.

516. From the reading of the passage, which one of these statements do you
think is correct?

(a) The 'green revolution' has solved all problems in agriculture
(b) Application of chemicals has resulted in everlasting preservation of grains
(c) The 'green revolution' is a mixed blessing

(d) Scientists are satisfied with achievements in agricultural production
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

517. The statement that "the green revolution has also created havoc by
exterminating the species of useful parasites and viruses" means

(a) all parasites and viruses keep pests under control
(b) pesticides and chemicals kill parasites and viruses, which control pests
(c) the pests are controlled by parasites

(d) application of chemicals to grains has created havoc
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

518. Which one of the following statements best reflects the underlying
implication of the passage?
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(a) Man's effort to control nature to his advantage has always created unseen
dangers side by side

(b) Research in one area leads to a challenge for further research in the same field

(c) At present, research in preservation of agricultural production is at the cross-
roads

(d) The excessive use of chemicals and pesticides is dangerous
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

519. Which one of these phrases best helps to bring out the precise meaning of
'menacing proportions'?

(a) To an extent which becomes threatening
(b) Assuming dimensions that cause concern
(c) Unimagined, dangerous proportion

(d) Harmful size
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Water is the basis of life. Every animal and every plant contains a substantial
proportion of free or combined water in its body, and no kind of physiological
activity is possible in which this fluid does not play an essential part. Water is, of
course, necessary for animal life, while moisture in the soil is equally imperative
for the life and and growth of plants and trees, though the quantity necessarily
varies enormously with the species. The conservation and utilization of water is
thus fundamental to human life. Apart from artesian water, the ultimate source in
all cases is rain or snowfall.

520. Water is the basis of life, because

(a) itis seen everywhere on the earth
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(b) it is obtained from the sea and rain
(c) it helps living things to exist

(d) it is necessary for the birth and growth of all living things
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

521. No kind of physiological activity is possible without water, because
(a) water is a fluid

(b) water plays very important role in it

(c) water flows easily

(d) water does not play any role at all
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

522. The passage is on

(a) the use of water in day-to-day life
(b) the use of water in agriculture

(c) the use of wastewater

(d) the importance of water in human life
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The importance of early detection of tuberculosis (TB), regular treatment and
nutritious food are just not known widely enough. Often TB victims discontinue
the treatment when the symptoms disappear, without waiting for a complete
cure; the next attack is more virulent from bacteria which have thus become
drug-resistant.

Anti-TB drugs are produced in India. The capability to meet the country's
requirements of anti-TB drugs in full already exists. yet millions of Indians suffer
from TB and thousands of them die every year.
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Voluntary organizations and government agencies are doing commendable work.
But we have so far tackled only the fringe of the problem. What is now needed is
a nation-wide determination to fight TB. India eradicated smallpox with a national
campaign. We can eradicate TB too.

523. Treatment is discontinued by TB victims, when

(a) they think that the disease is completely cured

(b) the apparent signs of TB are no longer visible to them

(c) they run out of resources like money or medicine

(d) they are attacked by drug-resistant bacteria
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

524. Millions of Indians suffer from from TB, because

(a) people discontinue the treatment too soon or do not start the treatment early
enough

(b) India does not produce anti-TB drugs of the required quality
(c) anti-TB drugs are not available at a reasonable price

(d) people do not have nutritious food
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

525. When the treatment of TB is discontinued too early
(a) the old symptoms reappear
(b) the patient gradually gets better, although slowly

(c) the disease appears in a new, more dangerous form
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(d) the patient must get good, nutritious food
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

526. 'The fringe of the problem' means
(a) the basic cause of the problem

(b) the root of the problem

(c) the side effects of the drugs

(d) the edge of the problem, not the main point
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

527. Who or what become 'drug resistant’, according to the passage?
(a) TB patients who are treated for a long time

(b) People who do not want to take medicine for their iliness

(c) TB bacteria that have not been fully eradicated

(d) Patients who have discontinued the treatment
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

People start smoking for various reasons. Sometimes they get into this habit
because they feel it makes them look sophisticated. People may get hooked to
this habit. Then smoking becomes a part of their lifestyle. They become addicted
to the nicotine in the cigarettes. However, there is a definite link between
smoking and lung cancer, heart disease and chronic bronchitis. Besides heavy
smokers wrinkle faster. Passive smoking is equally harmful. Non-smokers are
cautioned not to stay around smokers. The inhalation of smoke by non-smokers is
dangerous. Wives of smokers are more at risk of lung cancer than the wives of
non-smokers.

528. In this passage, the expression "get hooked to" means to become
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(a) dull-witted
(b) habituated and addicted
(c) emotionally unpleasant

(d) completely committed
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

529. Smoking primarily causes
(a) lung cancer

(b) infectious disease

(c) ageing

(d) nicotine addiction
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

530. "Passive smoking" refers to

(a) people who smoke occasionally

(b) wives of smokers who inhale smoke
(c) non-smokers who inhale smoke

(d) people who like to inhale smoke
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

My father wished me to become a carpenter like himself. For five generations we
have carried on the same trade, from father to son. Perhaps that is the wisdom of
life, to tread your father's steps, and look neither to the right nor to the left.
When | was a little boy | said | would marry the daughter of the harness-maker
who lived next door. she was a little girl with blue eyes and a flaxen pigtail. She
would have kept my house like a new pin, and | should have had a son to carry on
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the business after me.

531. The author's father wished the author to become a carpenter because
(a) he himself was a carpenter

(b) he had great love for handicrafts

(c) the author was unfit for any other thing

(d) carpentry was their hereditary occupation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

532. The phrase "The wisdom of life" in the passage means
(a) the right way of leading one's life

(b) following the traditional way of life faithfully

(c) not looking either to the right or to the left

(d) leading one's life in an independent manner
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

533. From the passage, we can say that the author
(a) followed his father's occupation

(b) did not follow the occupation of his family

(c) did not do anything

(d) became a harness-maker
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Could Washington, Madison, and the other framers of the Federal Constitution
revisit the earth in this year 1922, it is likely that nothing would bewilder them
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more than the recent Prohibition Amendment. Railways, steamships, the
telephone, automobiles, flying machines, submarines — all these developments,
unknown in their day, would fill them with amazement and admiration. They
would marvel at the story of the rise and downfall of the German Empire; at the
growth and present greatness of the Republic they themselves had founded.
None of these things, however, would seem to them to involve any essential
change in the beliefs and purposes of men as they had known them. The
Prohibition Amendment, on the contrary, would evidence to their minds the
breaking down of a principle of government which they had deemed axiomatic,
the abandonment of a purpose which they had supposed immutable.

534. It can be inferred that the paragraph is intended as
(a) an introduction to a discussion of a constitutional amendment

(b) a summary of social and political change since the writing of the Federal
Constitution

(c) an introduction to a history of the Constitution

(d) a clarification of the author’s view of a controversy
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

535. The author apparently believes that the “principle of government”
mentioned in the last sentence is

(a) not implicit in the original Constitution
(b) to be taken as true for all time
(c) apparently violated by the Prohibition Amendment

(d) an essential change in the beliefs of the American people
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage and answer the following 5 questions based on it
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Once upon a time there was a professor. He was very proud of his learning. One
day he had to go to a village twenty miles away from his city. He set out on foot.
After some distance he had to cross the river to go to the village.

He hired a boat and got into it. The boatman was a villager and was illiterate. The
professor wanted to show off his knowledge. When the boat started sailing, he
asked the boatman if he knew Shakespeare, the great dramatist ! the boatman
said, 'no'. The professor laughed at his ignorance and told him that he had wasted
his life. The boatman kept silent.

Now the boat was in the middle of the river. Suddently there was a storm. It
turned the boat upside down. Both the boatman and the professor struggled for
life in the water. The professor did not know swimming. He was sure to be
drowned. The boatman asked the learned man if he knew swimming. The
professor sadly replied that he did not. The boatman laughed at him scornfully.
He said, "Learned Sir, you have not only wasted your life but you are also losing
it".

536. What was the professor proud of?
(a) His learning

(b) Swimming

(c) Shakespeare

(d) Ignorance of the boatmen
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

537. Why did the professor laughed at the boatman?
(a) because he knew Shakespeare
(b) because he was a villager and he was illiterate

(c) because boatman was ignorant and hence had wasted his life
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(d) because boatman gave a negative reply
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

538. Choose one correct point of difference between the professor and the
boatman?

(a) The professor - was learned, did not know Shakespeare
(b) The professor - was learned, didn't know negative reply
(c) The boatman- was illiterate, knew Shakespeare

(d) The boatman - was illiterate, knew swimming
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

539. He was very proud (Rewrite as an exclamatory sentence)
(a) Was he very proud!
(b) How proud he was!
(c) Very proud was he!

(d) Was very proud he!
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

540. Write the opposite word of 'politely’
(a) Proudly

(b) Scornfully

(c) Laughably

(d) Negatively
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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Men and women should be treated primarily as people. and not primarily as
members of opposite sexes. Their shared humanity and common attributes
should be stressed and not their gender difference. Neither sex should be
sterotyped or arbitarily assigned to a leading or secondary role. Women and men
should be treated with the same respect, dignity and seriousness. Women should
not be described by physical attributes when men are being described by mental
attributes or professional position. Instead, both sexes should be dealt with in the
same terms. References to a man's or woman's appearance, charm or intuition
should be avoided when irrelevant.

541. Men and women should be treated first
(a) as human beings

(b) as belonging to opposite sexes

(c) in terms of their physical attributes

(d) as stereotypes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

542. Dealing with both sexes "in the same terms" means
(a) stereotyping both men and women

(b) describing them by physical attributes

(c) treating them equally

(d) describing women by mental attributes
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

543. All the suggestions in the passage are meant
(a) to make women more powerful

(b) to reduce the power of men
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(c) to minimize the possibility of conflict between men and women

(d) to remove gender discrimination
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Socrates used to move about the roads or stand in the market place all day long.
He talked to anyone who cared to greet him. He argued and asked many
questions. Sometimes he left his listners in a very confused state of mind because
he seemed to be questioning, doubting or trying to change things about which
people had never really thought, but had taken for granted. Socrates believed
that everyone should learn to think for himself. He believed that every one should
have the power to see what was right, just, true and beautiful.He wanted Athens
to be a perfect state and he believed that this could happen if every citizen
educated his own mind to see what was right and noble.

544. People were confused by Socrates' questions because
(a) he asked them in the market place

(b) the questions were addressed to anyone and everyone
(c) he was argumentative and asked too many questions

(d) the questions were on topics that people had never really thought about
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

545. Socrates believed that everyone should learn
(a) to read and write

(b) to be wise

(c) to think for himself

(d) whatever was good and noble
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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546. Socrates thought that Athens would become a perfect state if
(a) its people attained perfection

(b) everyone became educated in the arts

(c) its people did great things

(d) its people developed a sense of right and just
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

The difficulty of keeping the glasses clean is one of the minor discomforts of
glasses, but it is nevertheless a most annoying one. On damp and rainy days, the
atmosphere clouds them. On hot days the perspiration from the body may have a
similar effect. On cold days, they are often clouded by the moisture of the breath.
Everyday they are so subject to contamination by dust and moisture, the touch of
the fingers and to unavoidable handling, that they seldom afford an absolutely
unobstructed view of the objects regarded.

547. The reason why glasses seldom afford an absolutely clear view of objects is
that

(a) Glasses are always contaminated by the atmosphere
(b) People use them carelessly
(c) It is very difficult to keep them absolutely clear

(d) Of handling by dirty fingers
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

548. What is the major cause of poor view afforded by glasses on a hot day?
(a) Moisture in the atmosphere

(b) Dampness of the weather
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(c) perspiration from the body

(d) Contamination by the touch of fingers
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

549. What is the general effect produced on the reader on reading the above
passage?

(a) He knows more about weather
(b) He knows more about glasses
(c) He is warned against handling glasses carelessly

(d) He is persuaded not to use glasses, if avoidable
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

On the day of the Christmas concert the entire orchestra entered the gymnasium
where a large throng of pupils and parents were gathered. The school choir had
gathered on the balcony with candles and the orchestra began "Silent Night".
Slowly the lights dimmed, leaving us in darkness except for the hundred
glimmering candles held by the choir as they softly sang the carol. Slowly, and just
as dramaticallly, the orchestra began to falter -in direct proportion to the
dimming of the lights, when the lights faded out completely, so did the orchestra,
because no one read his music. Except for me, for my music was in my head. From
a corner of the stage, the sound of my violin filled the gymnasium. The choir and |
went through verse after verse. When it was all over, the ovation was positively
thunderous.

550. The narrator is
(a) a priest
(b) the leader of pupils

(c) an instrumentalist
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(d) a singer
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

551. Why did the orchestra begin to falter?

(a) The orchestra was not led properly

(b) The dimming of lights caused it

(c) The violin dominated the other instruments

(d) There was no coordination in the chorus
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

552. How could the choir sing when the lights dimmed?
(a) They had memorized the songs

(b) They could sing in candle light

(c) There was some natural light at the choir side

(d) The narrator helped them sing
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

553. The statements that "the ovation was positively thunderous" means that
(a) There was a joyful expression of appreciation by the people

(b) The audience joined the singers and sang aloud

(c) The audience made circles and danced in ecstasy

(d) The audience made a noise resembling thunder
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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554. How was it possible for the narrator to continue with his music?
(a) He was at the corner of the stage where he could get light

(b) His instrument did not need electric power

(c) He played in candle light

(d) He did not need to read his music
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Patriotism is easy enough during war. For one thing, people become actively
conscious of their country when it is threatened. For another, since everyone or
nearly everryone feels it, there is a strong collective emotion flowing through the
country. But when the war is over, the country recedes from the consciousness,
and it is rarely even at the back of the mind. The question, "Am | doing any good
to the country?" doesn't occur to the mind; and even the question, "Is what | am
doing good or bad for the country?" occurs only rarely. A limited patriotism is
better than none, but it is not enough.

555. The author says that one reason why patriotism is easy during war-time is
that

(a) war is the only factor responsible for arousing patriotism
(b) when the country is in danger, we become conscious of it
(c) we become patriotic when we are in a fighting mood

(d) patriotism is always in the consciousness
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

556. Another reason suggested by the author for the emergence of patriotic
feeling during war-time is that

(a) patriotism is specially required during war-time
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(b) we become deeply conscious of danger to ourselves during war-time

(c) patriotism become contagious because one finds a lot of other people feeling
patriotism

(d) every one feels that he/she should strive to protect the others
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

557. When the threat of war is over,

(a) there is no need for people to be interested in other's welfare
(b) people do not consider it necessary to serve the country

(c) people tend to become totally unmindful of national interests

(d) people are generally anxious to serve the country
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

558. When the author says that the country "recedes from the consciousness", he
means to say that

(a) people no longer feel that they belong to the country

(b) people do not have the country clearly in the forefront of their mind

(c) people are not capable of understanding what is good and desirable for them
(d) the moral values which they have so far upheld would disappear from their

minds
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

559. By a "limited patriotism", the author refers to

(a) the people's attitude of indifference to the welfare of their country
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(b) the attitude of people who love other countries as much as they love their
own country

(c) those who are self-centered and mainly concerned about their own welfare
(d) the attitude of people who are indifferent to the welfare of their country

except during war-time
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Most people lead the lives that circumstances have thrust upon them. But Wilson
had boldly taken the course of his life into his own hands. At 35, he had quit his
job to lead a pleasant life on an exotic island with just enough money to last for
twenty five years. Once, fifteen years after he had been on the island, | happened
to meet him and enquired about his financial situation. He said, "It will carry me
on till I am sixty." "But one cannot be sure of dying at sixty", | said. "Well..." he
replied, "it depends on oneself, doesn't it"?

560. According to the author, most people

(a) do not allow circumstances to affect their lives
(b) have fatalistic attitude towards life

(c) do not know how to cope with their situation

(d) do nothing to change the condition they live in
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

561. Wilson's boldest decision was that he

(a) quit his job

(b) saved a lot of money to lead a pleasant life
(c) preferred to live in isolation

(d) wanted to live without depending on others
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Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

562."...... depends on oneself" suggests that Wilson, at 60, would
(a) depend on his own resources

(b) surrender himself to destiny

(c) take away his own life

(d) carry on living in the same way
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

A soap opera is a kind of a sandwich, whose recipe is simple enough. Between
thick slices of advertising, spread twenty minutes of dialogue, and predicament,
villainy, and female suffering in equal measure, throw in a dash of nobility,
sprinkle with tears, season with organ music, cover with a rich announcer sauce,
and serve five times a week. It may also contain a teaser, a give-away, a contest
offer, or a cowcatcher or hitch-hike for another of the sponsor's products. It is the
hope of every advertiser to habituate the housewife to an engrossing narrative
whose optimum length is forever and at the same time to saturate all levels of her
consciousness with the miracle of a given product, so that she will be aware of it
all the days of her life and mutter its name in her sleep.

563. The second sentence of the passage contains the description of a/an
(@) programme announcement

(b) recipe for sandwich

(c) advertisement

(d) melodrama
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

564. Which of the following accurately describes the author's style in the
passage?
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(a) Scientific and objective style
(b) Romantic style
(c) Satirical style

(d) Sentimental and melodramatic style
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

565. According to the author, the advertisers aim is at
(a) educating and enlightening the housewives

(b) brainwashing the housewives

(c) selling their wares very cheap

(d) offering pure and wholesome entertainment
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Slavery is a system under which certain persons are totally deprived of personal
freedom and compelled to perform labor or services. Although outlawed in nearly
all countries, slavery is still practiced in some parts of the world. The evidence for
slavery predates written records. It can be found in almost all cultures and
continents. Historically, most slaves were captured in wars but some persons
were sold into slavery by their parents, or by themselves, as a means of surviving
extreme conditions. Ancient Warfare often resulted in slavery for prisoners and
their families. Captives were often considered the property of those who
captured them and were looked upon as a prize of war. Those captured
sometimes differed in ethnicity, nationality, religion, or race from their enslavers,
but often were the same as the captors. The dominant group in an area might
take captives and turn them into slaves. The possibility always existed of reversals
of fortune at the height of the Roman Empire, when powerful nations fought
among themselves, anyone could find himself enslaved.

566. According to the passage, slavery
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(a) is a system in which the enslaved person has some amount of freedom
(b) started with the establishment of the Roman Empire
(c) was banned by international agreements between countries a long time ago

(d) meant for some people surviving the conditions they had to endure
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

567. It Is stated in the passage that the practice of slavery
(a) was the most common in the Roman Empire

(b) goes back to ancient times

(c) has been abolished by all nations now

(d) still exists secretly in many communities today
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

568. It can be understood from the passage that the captives of the wars in
ancient times

(a) were killed as soon as they were caught
(b) were accepted as the property of the leader of the dominant group in an area
(c) usually shared certain features in common with the ones who captured them

(d) were mostly the civilians as the captured soldiers were quickly executed
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Read the following passage below and answer the following questions

Accounting is the language of the business. Corporations need to communicate
their results to the world. Their audience includes employees, investors, creditors,
customers, suppliers and communities. Within the company, accounting
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information provides a means to control, evaluate and plan operations. Whatever
the audience or function, accounting is numbers. Accountants "count the beans"
so that the business activity can be recorded, summarized and analysed.
Accountants have been around from the beginning of time and professors don't
let you forget it. In biblical times the accountants kept track of how much grain
was stored in the communitie's silos. How do you think King Solomon knew that
there was only a thirty-day supply of grain during a drought? It was from the
accountants. Throughout the ages accountants have kept track with their fingers,
abacusses and calculators. In modern times accounting has gone beyond the
physical count of grain in storage to complex accounting activities.

569. Accounting in different forms has been around since the times of
(a) Biblical times

(b) King Solomon

(c) Britishers

(d) Abacusses
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

570. Accounting is need to communicate ----- to the world
(a) Company news

(b) news

(c) Company results

(d) Company status
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

571. Internally, accounting is essential for planning and -----

(a) Business
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(b) News
(c) Control

(d) Summary
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

572. Accounting is a ------ method of summarising and analysing business
(a) Numerical

(b) Statistical

(c) Mathematical

(d) Rational
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

573. Accounting primarily deals with
(a) People

(b) Statistics

(c) Investors

(d) Numbers
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

Most of you probably did not see Mohan at close quarters. He had amazing
qualities. One of these qualities was that he managed to draw out the good in
another person. The other person may have had plenty of evil in him. But he
somehow spotted the good and laid emphasis on the good. The result was that
the poor man had to try to be good. He could not help it. He would feel ashamed
when he did something wrong.

574. The author assumes that most of us
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(a) have not seen Mohan
(b) have not heard of Mohan
(c) are not well-acquainted with Mohan's powers

(d) have not observed Mohan's house closely
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

575. One of Mohan's greatest qualities was that

(a) he could completely destroy the evil in another man
(b) he could discover the good in another man

(c) he always maintained a good life

(d) he always kept away from bad men
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

576. The other man is called poor because

(a) he usually came from a poor family

(b) he was always very evil

(c) he must try to become good and give up his evil ways

(d) he did not know what to do and was helpless
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

577. The other man tried to be good because

(a) Mohan forced him to do so
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(b) he wanted to imitate Mohan
(c) he was ashamed of doing a wrong thing

(d) he did not want to remain poor
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

An old man with steel-rimmed spectacles and very dusty clothes sat by the side of
the road. There was a pontoon bridge across the river and carts, trucks, and men,
women and children were crossing it. The mule-drawn carts staggered up the
steep bank from the bridge with soldiers helping to push against the spokes of the
wheels. The trucks wound up and away heading out of it all. The peasants
plodded along it in the ankle-deep dust. But the old man sat there without
moving.

578. The term "pontoon bridge" means

(a) a temporary bridge constructed with the help of ropes
(b) a bridge made by soldiers during a war

(c) a bridge supported by floating flat-bottomed boats

(d) a bridge made with wooden planks
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

579. The soldiers were "helping to push against the spokes of the wheels"
because

(a) they wanted to stop the carts
(b) the spokes of the wheels were broken
(c) the mules refused to draw the carts

(d) there was a steep elevation
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html
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580. The mule-drawn carts staggered up because
(a) there were too many mule-carts

(b) the mules were indisciplined

(c) it was a steep uphill journey

(d) the carts were blocked by the peasants
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

581. The reference to the old man in the beginning and the end of the passage
indicates that

(a) the writer wants to compare between the bridge and the motionless old man

(b) the description that takes place between the first sentence and the last
sentence is irrelevant

(c) there is an unnecessary repetition in the reference to the old man

(d) the figure of the old man is brought under a sharp focus
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

When vegetation sprouts in the desert, it is a good sign but when the ice in the
Arctic and Antarctic begins to turn green, there is something terribly wrong.
Reports say that an iceberg, approximately the size of new York city, has broken
off from the icy continent. An Argentine team discovered huge cracks in the polar
ice caps. These developments can have serious implications. If polar ice fields
melt, our coastal cities might be submerged, and sea levels across the world could
rise between 3.65 and 6.09 metre in different parts of the earth. This is probably
due to global warming.

582. What can be considered as a "good sign" in the desert?

(a) when shrubs and trees grow there
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(b) when it snows in the desert
(c) when ice caps melt and there is water

(d) when there is vegetation found in the desert
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

583. The melting of ice fields in the Arctic and Antarctic regions is dangerous
because

(a) the ice will turn green and poisonous
(b) it will cause huge floods which will destroy coastal regions
(c) it will create global warming and will badly affect our climate

(d) huge cracks will develop all over the world
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

584. Polar ice caps develop huge cracks because
(a) of the movement of the earth

(b) of the breaking off of icebergs

(c) of the crowding cities like New York

(d) of rising temperatures
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

585. What do you think the intention of the author is?
(a) to describe strange phenomena in nature

(b) to report findings of research teams working in the polar regions
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(c) to make us aware of the dangers of global warming

(d) to compare developments in deserts and Arctic regions caused by global
warming
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

It was a very cold evening and so few people were seen out on the streets. | did
not go out myself although it was my habit not to keep indoors after sunset. So |
closed all the doors and windows of my room, took the book which had been
lying opened on the table, and tried to read it. The cold was getting so severe that
| started shivering, so | wrapped myself up with a bigger blanket. But | could not
continue reading the book because | was nearly rendered incapable of turning the
pages.

586. The author's habit was to
(a) read in the evening

(b) sleep in the evening

(c) go out in the evening

(d) play in the evening
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4dme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

587. If it was not so cold the author would have
(a) liked to work

(b) liked to sit and look out to the streets

(c) liked to read

(d) liked to have a stroll
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

588. The author could not continue reading the book because
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(a) he did not like to
(b) he was feeling tired
(c) he was feeling very cold

(d) the lights had gone off
Answer: http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

589. There were not many people outside because
(a) it was rainy evening

(b) it was a cold evening

(c) it was a dark evening

(d) there was heavy snow outside
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

When we talk of education in our present age, we think largely in terms of schools
and colleges. The man who is well-to-do spends money in sending his son to
foreign lands, in the belief that some wonderful process will take place there
transforming a dull fellow into a genius. Yet the products of expensive schools and
universities often fail to make good. On the other hand, the poor man who has
struggled against adversity often earns the highest honour. The fact is that the
true background of early education is the home. The home, the influence of the
mother, the inspiring examples that are held before the child at an age while he is
impressionable, are the true groundwork of character.

590. According to the passage, who helps in our character-building?

(a) A foreign university

(b) A well-to-do man
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(c) Examples that inspire

(d) A man who has earned honour
Answer: http://www.aptitudetestsdme.com/Buy Passage Reading Ebook.html

591. The proper background of early education is

(a) a school

(b) a college

(c) a religious institution

(d) the home

592. From the passage, we get an impression that the highest honour is earned by
(a) a man who has received education in a foreign country

(b) a man who has struggled against adversity

(c) a man who has seen prosperity alone

(d) the son of a prosperous man
Answer:

593. A well-to-do man sends his son to foreign lands

(a) because it is the fashion of the day

(b) in the belief that his dull son will be transformed into a genius
(c) so that the son may learn the customs of those countries

(d) in order to make his son familiar with the persons and places of those
countries
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Answer:

594. The expression "the products of expensive schools and universities often fail
to make good" means

(a) they fail to make a mark in life
(b) they fail to become intelligent
(c) they fail to earn proper living

(d) they do not earn good reputation
Answer:

The functional declines of advancing age are depressing. The heart's ability to
pump blood drops about one percent : blood flow to arms and legs decreases by
thirty to forty percent in old age. The amount of air a person can exhale after
deep breath lessens and the chest wall stiffens with age. However, recent studies
have shown that most of these age-associated declines can be delayed by
exercise. Exercise lowers the resting heart-rate and increases the amount of blood
pumped with each beat in older people. When stress is placed on bones through
exercise, calcium content rises, with the result that resistance to fracture is
increased.

595. Old age is generally a depressing period, because
(a) old people worry more than others
(b) old people tend to regret their past
(c) various organs of the body function less efficiently

(d) old people do very little work
Answer:

596. The strength of bones can be increased by exercise, because it
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(a) increases the amount of blood pumped by the heart
(b) increases calcium content in bones
(c) increases the amount of air exhaled by a person

(d) lessens the stiffness of the chest wall
Answer:

597. The word 'exhale’ means
(a) breathe in

(b) breathe out

(c) breathe slowly

(d) breathe fast
Answer:

598. Which one of the following statements is correct?

(a) Exercise delays natural decay of old age
(b) Old-age problems increase due to exercise
(c) Exercise increases the heart-beat which is dangerous

(d) Exercise creates stress which is harmful to bones
Answer:

599. The chest wall becomes stiff in old age, because

(a) the heart's ability to pump blood to it drops about one percent
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(b) the blood flow to various organs decreases
(c) the resting heart-rate becomes high

(d) the person's ability to exhale sufficient air lessens
Answer:

Autism is a brain development disorder that impairs social interaction and
communication and causes restricted and repetitive behavior, all starting before a
child is three years old. The genetics of autism are complex and it is generally
unclear which genes are responsible for it. Autism affects many parts of the brain
but how this occurs is also poorly understood. Autism is strongly associated with
agents that cause birth defects. Other proposed causes, such as childhood
vaccines, are controversial and the vaccine hypotheses lack convincing scientific
evidence. The number of people known to have autism has increased dramatically
since the 1980s. Parents usually notice signs in the first two years of their child's
life. Early behavioral cognitive intervention can help children gain self-care, social
and communication skills but there is no cure for it. Few children with autism live
independently after reaching adulthood, but same become successful and an
autistic culture has developed, with same seeking a cure and others believing that
autism is a condition rather than a disorder.

600. According to the passage, autism is a developmental disorder of the human
brain

(a) that gives its first signs early in the childhood period
(b) which is caused by childhood vaccines
(c) which can't be diagnosed until after the child is three years old

(d) for which there has been a successful cure in recent years
Answer:

601. It can be understood from the passage that autism
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(a) is caused by a childhood vaccine that affects the development of the brain
(b) is accepted as a condition rather than a disorder by all specialists
(c) is a condition in which a child suffers from severe pains in the head

(d) is characterized by abnormalities of behavior patterns
Answer:

602. It can be understood from the passage that
(a) autistic children cannot hear the sounds and are unable to talk with others

(b) even if the treatment for autism starts early, the child doesn't have any chance
to recover completely

(c) when they become an adult all autistic people can live as actively as normal
people do

(d) people with autism should be encouraged to live on their own
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

Long ago there was a King of Britain whose name was Lear. He was over eighty
years of age. So, old and worn with cares of his kingdom, he decided that the time
had come to give up his crown and his possessions and spend his few remaining
years in peace.

But King Lear had no son to succeed him; he had only three daughters. The eldest
of these was Goneril, wife of Duke of Cornwall; and the youngest and most
beautiful, Cordelia was still unmarried. The aged king determined to divide his
kingdom among his three daughters; so he called them together to tell them of
his purpose, saying that he would give the largest share to the one that loved him
most.
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Goneril, a selfish cold-hearted woman, pretended that she loved him more than
her eye-sight, grace, health, beauty, honour - more than life itself. Regan, who
was like her elder sister in character, protested that even the extravagant
declaration of Goneril's love for her father was not strong enough for her. All her
joy, she said, was in finding favour with her father.

Carried away by the loving words of these false, selfish women, the old king gave
each a third of his kingdom; but when the kind-hearted Cordelia, who did truly
love her father, would not exaggerate the terms of her love beyond those which a
dutiful daughter should employ, Lear was enraged at her and gave her nothing,
dividing his share of his kingdom between her two sisters.

603. The passage has an expression containing a word which means 'deprived of
self-control'. Identify the correct one

(a) protested
(b) determined
(c) enraged

(d) exaggerate
Answer:

604. Why does King Lear decide to give up his Crown and Possession?
(a) He wanted to give his kingdom to his eldest daughter Goneril

(b) He wanted Cordelia as his successor

(c) He wanted to give his kingdom to his second daughter Regan

(d) He became old and worn with cares of his kingdom
Answer:

605. What is meant by 'Worn with Cares'
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(a) Very unhappy with cares
(b) Very pathetic with cares
(c) Very happy with cares

(d) Very tired with cares
Answer:

606. Why was King Lear angry with Cordelia?

(a) Because she was false and selfish
(b) Because she was frank and honest
(c) Because she was disrespectful and disobedient

(d) Because she was selfish and like her sisters
Answer:

607. Select out of the following one adjective as suit the character of the King Lear
(a) wise

(b) modest

(c) foolish

(d) kinf

Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

If we think about the men and women whose judgement on practical affairs and
on conduct we respect, we should certainly agree that academic education did

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



273
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

not seem to be very important in their being. We should say that some of them
were learned and others not, some rich, others poor. They had no special training
or accomplishment. That is why we contrast the one-sidedness of the expert with
the good sense or common sense of an ordinary man and why democrats think
that the proposals of the expert should be improved by the ordinary man.

608. The use of epithet 'academic' is

(a) honorific

(b) referential

(c) pejorative

(d) sardonic
Answer:

609. Sound judgment derives from
(a) meditation

(b) emotianility

(c) specialization

(d) experience
Answer:

610. The observation that men and women of (sound) judgment have no special
training is

(a) a sweeping generalization
(b) indifferent

(c) condensed
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(d) superimposed
Answer:

611. The inference drawn by the author in the passage is

(a) balanced
(b) self-contradictory
(c) open-ended

(d) ambiguous
Answer:

The clock struck a quarter past nine as Mary hurried into the big block of offices
where she was going to work. Her bus had crawled through the dense city traffic,
making her a few minutes late for her very first job. She resolved to leave home
earlier the next day.

Inside the building she had to wait once again, this time for the lift to take her up
to the sixth floor. When at last she reached the door marked 'J King, Manager',
she knocked rather nervously and waited. There was no answer. She tapped on
the door again, but still there was no reply. From inside the next room she could
hear the sound of voices, so she opened the door and went in.

612. Mary was late for the office because

(a) it took time for her to walk through the dense city traffic

(b) she had to cross several blocks of offices to reach her office buildings
(c) she started late from home

(d) the bus took more time for the journey than expected
Answer:
613. Mary was nervous because
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(a) she was afraid of seeing the Manager
(b) she was new to the city
(c) she was late

(d) of the strain of the journey to office
Answer:

614. Consider the following statements
Mary opened the door and entered the room because

1. she was impatient and impolite
2. she was nervous

275

3. she thought that the Manager hadn't come although other office workers have

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2and 3
(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Answer:

615. The impression Mary gave is of

(a) an unpunctual person

(b) a person who cannot manage her own affairs

(c) a person who had not worked in any office before

(d) a restless person
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Answer:

The life cycle of a butterfly is very dramatic and action packed, because so mcuh
happens in so short a time. The most interesting is the caterpillar stage. They are
very vulnerable to attacks and use camouflage to protect themselves. Generally
their colours help them blend with the surroundings. Also, their bodies have thin
lines much like the veins of a leaf. Some caterpillars use the leaf to make
themselves invisible. Some of them are vey beautiful, especially the ones that are
grass-yellow. This shade of green is fabulous but strangely the adult is not so
beautiful.

Butterflies have many enemies but most stay away form them because they are
very bitter to the taset! This saves them from many aggressors. The swallowtail
caterpillar emits a strong odour to keep its enemies at bay. Some caterpillars
simply drop to the ground and climb back up the tree only after the enemy has
gone.

616. The life cycle of butterfly is said to be dramatic because
(a) several actions take place at the same time

(b) the changes in its life cycle take place very fast

(c) they exhibit different colours and are beautiful

(d) they know the art of camouflage
Answer:

617. Which of the following methods are not used by caterpillar to save itself
from the enemies?

1. Making their appearance akin to the leaves
2. Chnaging the shape of their bodies very fast
3. Giving off smells that repulse the enemies
(@)land 2

(b) 2and 3
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(c)1and 3

(d)1,2and 3
Answer:

618. The expression 'very vulnerable to attacks' in this passage means
(a) prone to attack others

(b) prone to being overcome by enemies

(c) they provoke others to attack

(d) they are immune to attacks from others
Answer:

| went into a restaurant, which was already crowded, and ordered my meal. While
| was waiting for the soup to arrive, | looked around to see if | knew anyone in the
restaurant. It was then | noticed a man sitting at a corner table near the door kept
glancing in my direction, as he knew me. | certainly did not know him, for | never
forget a face. The man had a newspaper open in front of him, which he was
pretending to read, though all the while | could see that he was keeping an eye on
me. When the waiter brought my soup, the man was clearly puzzled by the
familiar way in which the waiter and | addressed each other. He became even
more puzzled as time went on and it grew more and more obvious that | was well-
known in the restaurant. Eventually he got up and went into the kitchen. After a
few minutes he came out again, paid his bill and left without another glance in my
direction.

619. The narrator observed somebody watching him
(a) immediately after entering the restaurant
(b) sometime after he settled down in his seat

(c) while he was eating his meal
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(d) when the waiter drew his attention to him

Answer:

620. The narrator puzzled the man who was watching him because
(a) he was sitting idle without eating

(b) he came to an overcrowded restaurant

(c) he sat without talking to anyone

(d) he appeared to be well-known in the restaurant

Answer:

621. The man watching the narrator gives us an impression that
(a) he wanted to make friends with the narrator

(b) he intended to observe without being noticed

(c) he wanted to wait until the narrator finished his meal

(d) he was an idler

Answer:

622. The narrator went into an overcrowded restaurant because
(a) he loved crowds

(b) that restaurant was nearest to his office

(c) the food there is delicious
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(d) he is in the habit of going there regularly
Answer:

From the first, two facts are obvious : the lady had been quite willing to undergo
the wedding ceremony, and she had repented of it within a few minutes of
returning home. Obviously something had occured during the morning, then, to
cause her to change her mind. What could that someting be? She could not have
spoken to anyone when she was out, for she had been in the company of
bridegrooms. Had she seen someone then? If she had, it must be somone from
America, because she had spent so short a time in this country that she could
hardly have allowed anyone to acquire so deep an influence over her that mere
sight of him would induce her to change her plans so completely. So she might
have seen an American.

623. The writer sees clearly that the bride

(a) wanted at one and the same time to marry and remain unmarried
(b) agreed to marry on certain conditions

(c) willingly married and then wanted the marriage undone

(d) was unsure what she wanted to do
Answer:

624. Soon after the marriage, the bride

(a) became angry

(b) experienced something quite unexpected
(c) grew impatient

(d) fell sick
Answer:
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625. The bride was apparently from America because

(a) her accent was American

(b) she had a casual manner

(c) most of the guests were from America

(d) it was only there she had time enough to develop a strong relationship

Answer:

Elephants spray water over their ears to stay cool. The rhythm of an elephant's
day is set largely by its watering routine. An adult needs about thirty gallons of
water a day. When water is abundant there is no problem. But during droughts,
elephants resort to an intriguing technique : digging wells. In a dried-up river bed
they scoop out holes with their forefeet until they reach water. After waiting
patiently for the sand to settle, they drink in order of seniority, calves last.

626. According to the passage, water is

(a) quite important for the elephant
(b) vital for the elephant's survival

(c) occasionally useful for the elephant

(d) often a problem for the elephant
Answer:

627. According to the passage, elephants spray water over themselves
(a) to have fun
(b) to ward off the heat

(c) to cool their heels
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(d) to quench their thirst
Answer:

628. During droughts, elephants

(a) burrow in the sand to avoid heat

(b) find water in rivers

(c) dig holes in the river bed to reach the water

(d) find new water holes
Answer:

629. When the elephants find water
(a) the baby elephants drink first

(b) the oldest adult drinks first

(c) the largest elephant drinks first

(d) the youngest adult drinks first
Answer:

One day my brother brought home a new song-bird. It was the smallest of them
all, a tiny creature of a blue and a red that sparkled when brushed by the sun. But
there was a problem : While the others sang, this new bird remained silent. My
brother tried coaxing music out of him, in vain. He tried attacking with a stick, but
the bird was unmoved. My brother first tried withholding food, but later when
the incentive was offered the bird ignored it, and twice he knocked over his dish,
scattering the seed.

630. One day the writer's brother brought home a bird
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(a) which never ate food
(b) which flew so high it seemed to touch the sun
(c) whose colours shone brightly in the sunlight

(d) which was the largest of all the birds in his collection
Answer:

631. At first his brother tried to get the bird sing by

(a) tempting with food
(b) placing it in the company of other birds while they sang
(c) singing to the bird himself

(d) withholding food
Answer:

632. What does the word "coaxing" means?
(a) to behave rudely

(b) to use violent means

(c) to gently persuade

(d) to beg repeatedly

Answer:

Gandhi was not born great. He was a blundering boy, a mediocre student, a poor
lawyer, an ordinary individual until he remade himself. He was a self-remade
man. He had faith in himself. But above all, he had a deep, touching faith in
peasants, miners, labourers, and young unformed men and women whom he
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drew into his work. He fed them all an elixir of growth which often transformed
nameless, uneducated people into leonine heroes. The elixir was fearlessness.

633. Consider the following assumptions

1. Gandhi was a great man throughout his life

2. Men are not born great, but they are made great by self effort

3. Gandhi liked the ordinary people and neglected the rich

4. Gandhi transformed the ordinary masses into great heroes

Which of the above assumptions can be drawn from the above passage?
(a)2and 4

(b) 1and 2

(c)3and 4

(d) None of the above
Answer:

634. Gandhi transformed the uneducated people by teaching them
(a) work-mindedness

(b) self confidence

(c) fearlessness

(d) heroism
Answer:

635. Gandhi's attitude to the labour class was one of

(a) generosity

(b) pity
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(c) compassion

(d) fearlessness
Answer:

636. The word 'leonine' in the passage means
(a) lean

(b) courageous

(c) timid

(d) learning
Answer:

The dog fence in Australia has been erected to keep out hostile invaders, in this
case hordes of yellow dogs called dingoes. The empire it preserves is that of wool
growers. yet the fence casts a much broader ecological shadow. For the early
explorers, a kangaroo or a wallaby sighting marked a noteworthy event. Now try
not to see one. Without a native predator there is no check on the marsupial
population. The kangaroos are now cursed more than the dingoes. They have
become rivals of sheep, competing for water and grass. The State Governments
now cull more than three million kangaroos a year to keep Australia's natural
symbol from over running the pastoral lands.

637. The fence is meant to keep

(a) kangaroo in and the dingo out
(b) kangaroo in and the sheep out
(c) sheep in and the kangaroo out

(d) sheep in and the dingo out
Answer:
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638. Australia's national symbol is
(a) Kangaroo

(b) Wallaby

(c) Sheep

(d) Dingo
Answer:

639. What has led to the unchecked growth of the marsupial population?
(a) The building of fences

(b) The absence of native predators

(c) The culling of kangaroos

(d) The availability of water and grass
Answer:

640. The marsupial population is up in Australia because

(a) both wallaby and kangaroos count as marsupial

(b) the kangaroo consumes the water and grass of the sheep
(c) the dingo cannot get at the kangaroo

(d) the kangaroos are fenced out

Answer:

Read the following passage and choose the correct answer to each of the
guestions given below
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Some years ago, | had the privilege of meeting the world's oldest man. At least, he
said he was. And he was so dogmatic about it that the promoters of a cartoon
strip that specialised in unbelievable oddities brought the old man to New York
from his native Columbia to have him examined by a team of doctors at the
Cornell Medical Centre. He was an Indian, he was four feet four inches tall ; he
had an alligator - hide complexion and a tendency to swing to his right, whenever
he passed from one medico to another. He said he was 167, born the same year
as the American Constitution. When the name of George Washington was
suggested to him to help him fix his generation, he said he remembered the man
well. But he resented coming all the way to New York. He wanted to be left alone
to go about his business, which at that time was the business of looking for a sixth
wife to comfort him in his approaching old age.

641. The old man did not like being brought to New York because

(a) at that time he was busy looking for a sixth wife
(b) he did not like travelling much
(c) he didn't like New York

(d) he preferred to be left alone in his village
Answer:

642. The old man claimed that the Americans gave themselves a Constitution
(a) before he was born

(b) in the year of George Washington's birth

(c) two centuries ago

(d) one hundred and sixty seven years ago
Answer:
643. The cartoon - strip creators got interested in him because
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(a) he was a comical nature
(b) they wanted to feature him in a cartoon - strip
(c) a person surviving at that age was odd and unbelievable

(d) he had the tendency of swinging to his right
Answer:

644. The old man was 'dogmatic' about the fact that
(a) he was four feet four inches tall

(b) he was the world's oldest living man

(c) he belonged to Columbia

(d) he had an alligator- hide complexion
Answer:

645. George Washington's name was mentioned to him

(a) to teach him a bit of history

(b) to know whether he had any personal contacts with Washington

(c) to make fun of his advanced age

(d) to determine his age

Not all nocturnal animals have good eyesight. Many of them concentrate on the
other senses for finding their way about and for finding food. The sense of touch
is very well developed in many nocturnal animals, whether they have good eyes

or not. The large hairs on whiskers on the faces of cats and mice are sense organs
and the animals react rapidly if these whiskers are touched. The sense of smell is
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also very important for nocturnal animals such as hedge dogs and field mice. The
moist night air holds scent much better than dry air does.

646. Which one of the following statements is correct?

(a) All nocturnal animals are blind

(b) Many nocturnal animals do not have good eyesight

(c) Most nocturnal animals cannot see anything in the dark
(d) No nocturnal animal has good eyesight

Answer:

647. The cat's whiskers are organs associated with the sense of
(a) taste

(b) touch

(c) hearing

(d) smell

Answer:

Have you ever heard a parrot or pet talk?, Or perhaps you have seen the roadside
astrologer who has a couple of parrots in his cage, which, at his command, picks
out your fortune card from a pile of cards. You may also have heard of pigeons
which once acted as messengers.

All these make you ask the question : are birds intelligent? Can they learn things?
Formerly the biologists thought that birds could not learn anything, because their
brains were too small and too simple, compared to the intricate nervous system
and brain of higher animals. They can act only by instinct, following certain fixed
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behavioural patterns. Recent studies have shown that bird behaviour is a
combination of instinctive or fixed behaviour and learned or flexible behaviour.

648. The given passage deals with

(a) bird behaviour
(b) the learning capacity of birds/pets
(c) the roadside astrologer

(d) the use of instinct and command by birds
Answer:

649. The writer evidently

(a) believes that birds are intelligent by birth
(b) suggests that birds can learn by practice
(c) negates the capacity of birds

(d) likes to experiment with pets
Answer:

650. Formerly the biologists thought birds could not learn anything because
(a) they blindly follow their instinct

(b) they are only interested to eat

(c) they do not have an intricate nervous system

(d) None of the above
Answer:
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651. Recent studies have shown that birds behave in a particular/peculiar way
because

(a) of training and hard-work
(b) they have such unborn qualities
(c) they listen to the command of their instinct

(d) of their instinctive or fixed behaviour and learned or flexible behavior
Answer:

652. What can be the most suitable title to the passage?
(a) Birds and other pets

(b) Birds : Their instinct and behaviour

(c) How to train birds?

(d) The brain of birds

In the early decade of the twentienth century, German was one of the most
important languages of scientific communication. A scientist did not need the
knowledge of any other language to stay abreast of current developments in
his/her field. But a recent survey shows that scientists are using German less and
less, and are switching over to English. Even in the field of medicine, where on the
whole, German till occupies a place of importance, the general trend is towards
English.

Greek was the language in which medical treatises appeared. In the Middle Ages,
Latin was the language of learning in the countries of Europe. In the eighteenth
century, the national languages displaced Latin. In Germany, doctors began to use
German. Now, in the last thirt years, there has been a further change. English has
become the best, perhaps the only medium, through which communication with
a wider audience is feasible.
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653. What is the reason for the decline in the use of German as a language for
medical writing?

(a) German's defeat in the World War Il
(b) The preference of English worldwide with a larger audience
(c) The first medical treatise did not appear in German

(d) English is easier than German
Answer:

654. What was the language in which the first medical treatises appeared?
(a) English

(b) French

(c) Greek

(d) German
Answer:

655. In the given context, the author recommends the use of English in medical
books because

(a) English has a universal appeal and it keeps abreast of current developments
(b) English has replaced most national languages

(c) most medical journals are published in English

(d) scientists are using less and less German

656. The author suggests that if a scientist wants to stay abreast of current

developments in his/her field, he/she must

(a) read medical magazines in all languages
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(b) read medical magazines only in English
(c) travel across the globe

(d) learn all national languages
Answer:

657. The most suitable title to this passage is?
(a) English versus German

(b) English as a medium of communication

(c) Medical science

(d) English as the language of medical sciences
Answer:

What interests many people is the possibility of finding an Earth-like planet, and
many science fiction stories have been woven around the possibility of there
existing a planet somewhere in the universe which is an exact replica of the Earth.
There are too many variable quantities for this to be a possibility worth
considering. What is possible, if planetary systems are common as they seem to
be, is the existence of planets where the conditions are similar to conditions on
the Earth and to which our form of life could rapidly adapt. If life had gained a
foothold on such a planet, it is possible that life closely paralleling our own planet
could have developed.

What sort of conditions is necessary for life as we know it to develop? First of all
of course a suitable planetary body is essential. Given this, then two vital
conditions must be satisfied. The temperature must neither be too hot nor too
cold, since intense heat breaks down organic molecules and severe cold prevents
activity from going on. Too much short-wave radiation also upsets living
organisms. The other prerequisite is a suitable atmosphere sufficiently dense to
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give protection from radiation and meteorites and containing oxygen and water
vapour in reasonable quantities.

658. This passage suggests that there

(a) cannot be another planet like the Earth

(b) are other planets like the Earth mentioned only in stories

(c) may be other planets like the Earth in this universe

(d) is a planet which is exactly like the Earth

659. The hypothesis about the possibility of planets parallel to the Earth gets its
strength from the fact that

(a) the scientists have discovered them

(b) books have been written about them

(c) the planetary system exists

(d) many people have shown interest in it
Answer:

660. The statement that "If life had gained a foothold on such a planet" means
that

(a) if there is life on the planet, it would be like ours
(b) if we go there, we can develop it like this Earth
(c) even if we try, we cannot go and live there

(d) it is impossible for life to develop there
Answer:
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"The doctor's coming in a minute, Inspector"”, said Miss Smith.
"Yes, thank you for phoning, Miss Smith. It is very kind of you .... the lady's name
is Mrs. West, you say ...."
"Yes, that's right."
"And what abouut Mr. West?"
"Doctor West, Inspector."
"Oh, | see .... Well, Doctor West, then. Do you know where he is?"
"Not exactly, Inspector. he never told Mrs. West where he was going. You see,
they hated each other."
"What do you mean?"
"Well, Doctor West thought that Mrs. West was in love with another man, and
everyone knows Doctor West went to see another woman."

661. The conversation appears to be taking place

(a) in a street where an accident has just occurred

(b) in a hotel where Mrs. West suddenly became ill

(c) in Mrs. West's house where the police are enquiring into lady's murder

(d) in Mrs. West's house where a theft has taken place the night before
Answer:

662. The questions the Inspector asks are

(a) inquisitive
(b) foolish
(c) disturbing

(d) searching
Answer:
663. "You see, they hated each other." "What do you mean?"
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The Inspector seems

(a) to know Doctor West's secret

(b) surprised to get the information
(c) not to have understood Miss Smith

(d) not impressed by Miss Smith's information
Answer:

| was quite happy in my new place, and if there was one thing that | missed, it
must not be thought | was discontented; all who had to do with me were good,
and | had a light airy stable and the best of food. What more could | want? Why,
liberty! For three years and a half of my life | had all the liberty | could wish for;
but now, week after week, month after month, and no doubt year after year, |
must stand up in a stable night and day except when | am wanted, and then |
must be just as steady and quiet as any old horse who has worked for twenty
years. Now, | am not complaining. | only mean to say that for a young fellow, full
of strength and spirits, who has been used to some large field or plain, where he
can fling up his head, and toss up his tail and gallop away at full speed, then round
and back again with a snort to his companions - | say it is hard never to have a bit
more liberty to do as you like.

664. Who is the speaker of this passage?

(a) A young stable boy in his new work place
(b) An old and discontented animal

(c) A young and energetic horse

(d) An old stable hand in new surroundings
Answer:

665. Referring to his new surroundings, the speaker says that
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(a) he has found peace and happiness
(b) he is quite happy there
(c) he does not care whether or not he is happy

(d) he is more or less happy
Answer:

666. In his new surroundings, the speaker is denied
(a) the freedom to roam around at will

(b) the freedom to speak at will

(c) the freedom to see who he wills

(d) nothing
Answer:

667. What is the over-all tone of the speaker?
(a) A complaining attitude

(b) Highly rebellious

(c) Wistful and longing

(d) Happy and carefree
Answer:

Jefferson believed in democracy because of his fearless belief in reason. He knew
that reason was far from perfect, but he also knew that it was the best faculty we
have. He knew that it was better than all the frightened and angry intolerances
with which we fence off our own back-yards at the cost of injustice. Thought must
be free. Discussion must be free. Reason must be free to range among the widest
possibilities. Even the opinion we hate, and have reasons for believing wrong, we

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



297
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

must leave free so that reason can operate on it, so that we advertise our belief in
reason and demonstrate a faith unafraid of the consequences - because we know
that the consequences will be right. Freedom is really not the aim and end of
Jeffersonian democracy : freedom is the means by which democracy can
rationally choose justice for all.

668. Jefferson believed in democracy because

(a) he believed in fearlessness

(b) he believed in freedom for all

(c) he believed in reason

(d) he believed that reason can act only in freedom
Answer:

669. For Jeffferson, reason was
(a) perfect and tolerant

(b) just and intolerant

(c) perfect and intolerant

(d) tolerant, though not perfect
Answer:

670. A wrong opinion must be
(a) demonstrated

(b) hated

(c) freely propagated

(d) rationally examined
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Answer:

671. The aim of democracy is
(a) freedom

(b) discussion

(c) justice

(d) fearlessness
Answer:

672. "Back-yards" refers to

(a) yards at the back of houses
(b) private prejudices

(c) fears

(d) angry intolerances
Answer:

The grey wolf also known as the timber wolf or wolf is a mammal of the order
Carnivore. Genetic studies indicate the grey wolf shares a common ancestry with
the domestic dog and might be its ancestor. Many other grey wolf subspecies
have been identified however the actual number of subspecies is still open to
discussion. Though once abundant over much of North America and areas of
Europe and Asia, the grey wolf inhabits a very small portion of its former range
because of the widespread destruction of its habitat.

Grey wolves are highly adaptable and have thrived in forests, deserts, mountains,
tundra and grasslands. They function as social predators and hunt in packs
organized according to strict social hierarchies. It was originally believed that this
comparatively high level of social organization was related to hunting success, and
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while this still may be true to a certain extent, emerging theories suggest that the
pack has less to do with hunting and more to do with reproductive success.

673. We can understand from the passage that the grey wolf

(a) is able to survive in a wide variety of habitats

(b) prefers to hunt individually rather than in groups

(c) was once found in every continent of the world in great numbers

(d) has been proved to be the ancestor of the domestic dog and all its subspecies
Answer:

674. It is understood from the passage that

(a) the number of grey wolf subspecies has been determined with certainty by
researchers

(b) there are few grey wolf subspecies which continue living today
(c) grey wolf subspecies have increased in number in the last decades
(d) there is no consensus on how many grey wolf subspecies exist

675. According to the passage, in the light of the genetic studies carried out, It has
been found out that

(a) the domestic dog could have descended from the grey wolf

(b) the grey wolf and the domestic dog are the subspecies of a kind of wolf having
lived thousands of years ago

(c) the dog is believed to be ancestor of the grey wolf

(d) grey wolves live in very large packs
Answer:
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Read the following passage and answer the following questions

Have you ever noticed strange bumps on stems, leaves, flowers or tree branches?
Well, they are part of the plant and grown by the plant, but they are homes for
tiny insects! These bumps are called galls. Insects form galls. The plant does not
decide to grow them. Typically, a female insect lay her eggs on a plant. After the
baby insects hatch, special chemicals are left on the plant. These special chemicals
cause the plant to bubble up and form a gall. Once a gall has grown, the insects
have a safe place to live and eat, or do they?

Other animals, besides insects, benefit from galls. Galls are also great places for
birds and small animals to find a meal. Woodpeckers, squirrels, mice and bat all
use galls as a source for a tasty insect snack. If a gall has a large hole poked into it,
a larger creature may have stopped for a bite.

Now that you know what a gall is, you will probably begin to notice them
everywhere. Look around. You may even decide to break open a gall and take a
peek inside. If the gall has a little hole, the owner has probably left. Can you

believe it? A little house for an insect made by a plant?

676. Based on the information given in the passage, it can be understood that an
unhatched insect egg laid on a plant would most likely cause

(a) the plant to die
(b) no gall to form
(c) a large gall

(d) a bird to eat the egg
Answer:

677. Which statement from the passage best describes how galls are formed?

(a) "Once a gall has grown, the insects have a safe place to live and eat, or do
they?"
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(b) "These bumps are called galls"
(c) "These special chemicals cause the plant to bubble up and form a gall"

(d) "Typically, a female insect lay her eggs on a plant"
Answer:

678. In the passage the author asks the question "Or do they?" The author does
this to

(a) explain why insects may not be safe inside their galls
(b) ask the reader if the insects are safe inside their galls
(c) admits that he or she does not really know the answer
(d) encourage us to keep reading to discover the answer
Answer:

679. If a gall has a large hole in it, this means that

(a) a larger creature may have stopped for a bite

(b) the owner has probable left

(c) special chemicals are left on the plant

(d) they are homes for tiny insects
Answer:

680. This passage is most likely meant to
(a) entertain

(b) inform
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(c) persuade

(d) describe
Answer:

681. The information presented in the passage most likely resulted from the work
of which of the following types of scientist

(a) a zoologist
(b) an ecologist
(c) an entomologist

(d) a chemist
Answer:

There was a farewell ceremony on her last day at school, to which my parents and
| were invited. It was a touching ceremony in a solemn kind of way. The City
Corporation sent a representative and so did the two main political parties. There
were many speeches and my grandmother was garlanded by a girl from every
class. Then the head-girl, a particular favourite of hers, unveiled the farewell
present the girls had bought for her by subscription. It was a large marble model
of the Taj Mahal; it had a bulb inside and could be lit up like a table lamp. My
grandmother made a speech too, but she couldn't finish it properly, for she began
to cry before she got to the end of it and to stop to wipe away her tears. | turned
away when she began dabbing at her eyes with a huge green handkerchief, and
discovered, to my surprise, that many of the girls sitting around me were wiping
their eyes too. | was very jealous, | remember, | had always taken it for granted
that it was my own special right to love her; | did not know how to cope with the
discovery that my right had been infringed by a whole school.

682. The farewell ceremony descried in the passage is for the

(a) author's mother used to teach at his/her school
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(b) mother of head-girl teaching at her school
(c) grandmother of head-girl no longer teaching at her school

(d) grandmother of the author who used to teach at his/her school
Answer:

683. The farewell ceremony made everyone feel
(a) sad

(b) unhappy

(c) happy

(d) bad
Answer:

684. Before the writer attended the ceremony he/she had thought
(a) he/she was the only child who loved his/her grandmother

(b) all the girls in the school loved his/her grandmother

(c) only a few girls in the school loved his/her grandmother

(d) only his/her parents loved his/her grandmother
Answer:

It is no doubt true that we cannot go through life without sorrow. There can be no
sunshine without shadow, we must not complain that roses have thorns but
rather be grateful that thorns bear flowers. Our existence here is so complex that
we must expect much sorrow and suffering. yet it is certain that no man was ever
discontented with the world who did his duty in it. The world is like a looking
glass; if you smile, it smiles; if you frown, it frowns back. Always try, then, to look
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at the bright side of things. There are some persons whose very presence seems
like a ray of sunshine and brightens the whole room. Life has been described as a
comedy to those who think and a tragedy to those who feel.

685. The author says that we cannot go through life without sorrow because

(a) it is our fate

(b) we are always discontented

(c) life is a tragedy

(d) human life is very complex
Answer:

686. According to the author no man can be discontented with the world if he
(a) is determined to be happy

(b) is sincere in discharging his duties

(c) has a healthy attitude to life

(d) likes sunshine
Answer:

687. the expression "life is a tragedy to those who feel" means that it is a tragedy
to those who

(a) think about the world
(b) believe in fate
(c) do not understand the world

(d) are sensitive and emotional
Answer:
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688. The author says, "There are some persons whose very presence seems like a
ray of sunshine and brightens the whole room". The reason for this is that they

(a) have the capacity to love
(b) talk more of roses and less of thorns
(c) are happy and spread happiness

(d) look good and behave well
Answer:

689. What is the author's message in this passage?
(a) Look at the bright side of things

(b) Our existence is so complex

(c) The world is a looking glass

(d) Expect much sorrow and suffering
Answer:

It has often been said that the scale of natural phenomena in India and her total
dependence on the monsoon, have helped to form the character of her people.
Even today, major disasters, such as flood, famine and plaque, are hard to check,
and in older times, their control was almost impossible. Many other ancient
civilizations, such as those of the Greeks, Roman and Chinese, had to contend
with hard winters which encouraged sturdiness and resourcefulness. India, on the
other hand, was blessed by a bounteous nature, who demanded little of man in
return for sustenance, but in her terrible anger could not be appeased by any
human effort. Hence it has been suggested, the Indian character has tended to
quietism, accepting fortune and misfortune alike without complaint.

690. The author's main argument is
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(a) description of natural phenomena of India
(b) unpredictability of Indian monsoon

(c) correlation between the climate and the character of the inhabitants of a
region

(d) hardships caused by natural calamities
Answer:

691. Which one of the following civilizations did not have to face hardships due to
bad winter?

(a) Indian
(b) Greek
(c) Chinese

(d) Roman
Answer:

692. The expression "India, on the other hand, was blessed by a bounteous nature
........... "'means

(a) Indian soil is fertile
(b) India is a blend of flora and fauna

(c) Indian people have been rewarded more generously by nature in proportion to
their efforts

(d) Indian soil is suited for growing a variety of crops
Answer:

693. Which trait of Indian character has been formed by the monsoon?
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(a) Fatalism
(b) Sturdiness
(c) Asceticism

(d) Epicureanism
Answer:

The shy Mr. Smith was regarded as a kind of luck-bringer among the miners, who
took care of him, did all he gently asked of them, built his house and spent hours
of their free time assisting him. When in a sentimental mood he first wrote about
miners, Smith described them as large, muscular men ; when he met them
working underground and unclothed, he was struck by the slightness of their
build. They were slim and tough, of the stuff from which swift footballers were
made. On big holidays they dressed smartly, but the comradeship among them
was such that a dressy young man did not mind being seen with one who neither
wore nor owned a collar.

694. The miners regarded Smith

(a) with awe, as someone very powerful
(b) with admiration, as an expert in mining
(c) impatiently, as a bore

(d) with superstition and affection as a source of good fortune
Answer:

695. Smith's attitude towards miners was one of
(a) detachment
(b) suspicion

(c) affection
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(d) inquisitiveness
Answer:

696. Smith had formed false impression of miners'

(a) bodily structure

(b) mental ability

(c) capacity for work

(d) generosity

Answer:

697. We learn that a miner, when well dressed

(a) was like a new man

(b) was unchanged in his friendship with poor co-workers

(c) wanted to change his employment

(d) looked uncomfortable
Answer:

308

But | did not want to shoot the elephant. | watched him beating his bunch of grass
against his knees, with that preoccupied grandmotherly air that elephants have. It
seemed to me that it would be murder to shoot him. | had never shot an elephant
and never wanted to. (Somehow it always seems worse to kill a large animal.)
Besides, there was the beast's owner to be considered. But | had got to act
quickly. I turned to some experienced-looking Burmans who had been there when
we arrived, and asked them how the elephant had been behaving. They all said
the same thing : he took no notice of you if you left him alone, but he might

charge if you went too close to him.

698. The author did not want to shoot the elephant because he
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(a) was afraid of it
(b) did not have the experience of shooting big animals
(c) did not wish to kill an animal which was not doing anybody any harm

(d) did not find the elephant to be ferocious
Answer:

699. The phrase ' preoccupied grandmotherly air' signifies
(a) being totally unconcerned

(b) pretending to be very busy

(c) a very superior attitude

(d) calm, dignified and affectionate
Answer:

700. From the passage it appears that the author was
(a) kind and considerate

(b) a cruel hunter

(c) a confused and worried man

(d) possessed with fear

Answer:

For nearly twenty years | taught boys, lovingly and was being loved in return.
When, after twenty-eight years of political work, | returned to education, | might
have confined myself to administrative side, but took part in the actual
instruction. This | did becasue | found happiness in it. Modern conditions do not
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tolerate caste and its monopolies, and the high calling of the educator is open to
all.

701. The author suggests that he left teaching after twenty years because
(a) he was dissatisfied with teaching

(b) he wanted to become administrator

(c) he wanted to take part in political activities

(d) he was busy with family and domestic affairs
Answer:

702. Which of the following types of educational activities did the author take up?
(a) Educational administration

(b) Teaching

(c) Advising educational institutions

(d) All the above
Answer:

703. Which one of the following phrases best helps to bring out the precise
meaning of the term 'high calling of the educator'?

(a) The noble profession of teaching
(b) The serious advice to the teacher
(c) The difficult work of educational administration

(d) The high-sounding phrases used to describe a teacher
Answer:

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



311
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

Archaeology as a profession faces two major problems. First, it is the poorest of
the poor. Only paltry sums are available for excavating and even less is available
for publishing the results and preserving the sites once excavated. Yet
archaeologists deal with priceless objects every day. Second, there is the problem
of illegal excavation, resulting in museum-quality pieces being sold to the highest
bidder.

| would like to make an outrageous suggestion that would at one stroke provide
funds for archaeology and reduce the amount of illegal digging. | would propose
that scientific archeological expeditions and governmental authorities sell
excavated artifacts on the open market. Such sales would provide substantial
funds for the excavation and preservation of archaeological sites and the
publication of results. At the same time, they would break the illegal excavator’s
grip on the market, thereby decreasing the inducement to engage in illegal
activities.

You might object that professionals excavate to acquire knowledge, not money.
Moreover, ancient artifacts are part of our global cultural heritage, which should
be available for all to appreciate, not sold to the highest bidder. | agree. Sell
nothing that has unique artistic merit or scientific value. But, you might reply
everything that comes out of the ground has scientific value. Here we part
company. Theoretically, you may be correct in claiming that every artifact has
potential scientific value. Practically, you are wrong.

| refer to the thousands of pottery vessels and ancient lamps that are essentially
duplicates of one another. In one small excavation in Cyprus, archaeologists
recently uncovered 2,000 virtually indistinguishable small jugs in a single
courtyard, Even precious royal seal impressions known as I’'melekh handles have
been found in abundance—more than 4,000 examples so far.

The basements of museums are simply not large enough to store the artifacts that
are likely to be discovered in the future. There is not enough money even to
catalogue the finds; as a result, they cannot be found again and become as
inaccessible as if they had never been discovered. Indeed, with the help of a
computer, sold artifacts could be more accessible than are the pieces stored in
bulging museum basements. Prior to sale, each could be photographed and the
list of the purchasers could be maintained on the computer. A purchaser could
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even be required to agree to return the piece if it should become needed for
scientific purposes.

It would be unrealistic to suggest that illegal digging would stop if artifacts were
sold on the open market. But the demand for the clandestine product would be
substantially reduced. Who would want an unmarked pot when another was
available whose provenance was known, and that was dated stratigraphically by
the professional archaeologist who excavated it?

704. The primary purpose of the passage is to propose

(a) an alternative to museum display of artifacts

(b) a way to curb illegal digging while benefiting the archaeological profession

(c) a way to distinguish artifacts with scientific value from those that have no such
value

(d) the governmental regulation of archaeological sites
Answer:

705. The author implies that all of the following statements about duplicate
artifacts are true EXCEPT:

(a) A market for such artifacts already exists
(b) Such artifacts seldom have scientific value
(c) There is likely to be a continuing supply of such artifacts

(d) Museums are well supplied with examples of such artifacts.
Answer:

706. Which of the following is mentioned in the passage as a disadvantage of
storing artifacts in museum basements?
(a) Museum officials rarely allow scholars access to such artifacts
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(b) Space that could be better used for display is taken up for storage

(c) Artifacts discovered in one excavation often become separated from each
other

(d) Such artifacts’ often remain uncatalogued and thus cannot be located once
they are put in storage

Answer:

707. The author mentions the excavation in Cyprus to emphasize which of the
following points?

(a) Ancient lamps and pottery vessels are less valuable, although more rare, than

royal seal impressions

(b) Artifacts that are very similar to each other present cataloguing difficulties to
archaeologists

(c) Artifacts that are not uniquely valuable, and therefore could be sold, are
available in large quantities

(d) Cyprus is the most important location for unearthing large quantities of
salable artifacts.

Answer:

708. The author’s argument concerning the effect of the official sale of duplicate
artifacts on illegal excavation is based on which of the following assumptions?

(a) Prospective purchasers would prefer to buy authenticated artifacts
(b) The price of illegally excavated artifacts would rise
(c) Computers could be used to trace sold artifacts

(d) lllegal excavators would be forced to sell only duplicate artifacts.
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Answer:

709. The author anticipates which of the following initial objections to the
adoption of his proposal?

(a) Museum officials will become unwilling to store artifacts
(b) An oversupply of salable artifacts will result and the demand for them will fall

(c) Artifacts that would have been displayed in public places will be sold to private
collectors

(d) lllegal excavators will have an even larger supply of artifacts for resale
Answer:

710. The author implies that which of the following would occur if duplicate
artifacts were sold on the open market?

l. lllegal excavation would eventually cease completely

Il. Cyprus would become the primary source of marketable duplicate artifacts
lll.  Archaeologists would be able to publish the results of their excavations
more frequently than they currently do

(a) lonly
(b) Il only
(c) land Il only

(d) I, 1, and I
Answer:

Opponents of compulsory national service claim that such a program is not in
keeping with the liberal principles upon which Western democracies are founded.
This reasoning is reminiscent of the argument that a tax on one’s income is
undemocratic because it violates one’s right to property. Such conceptions of the
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liberal state fail to take into account the intricate character of the social
agreement that undergirds our liberties. It is only in the context of a community
that the notion of individual rights has any application; individual rights are meant
to define the limits of people’s actions with respect to other people. Implicit in
such a context is the concept of shared sacrifice. Were no taxes paid, there could
be no law enforcement, and the enforcement of law is of benefit to everyone in
society. Thus, each of us must bear a share of the burden to ensure that the
community is protected.

The responsibility to defend one’s nation against outside aggression is surely no
less than the responsibility to help pay for law enforcement within the nation.
Therefore, the state is certainly within its rights to compel citizens to perform
national service when it is needed for the benefit of society. It might be objected
that the cases of taxation and national service are not analogous: While taxation
must be coerced, the military is quite able to find recruits without resorting to
conscription. Furthermore, proponents of national service do not limit its scope to
only those duties absolutely necessary to the defense of the nation. Therefore, it
may be contended, compulsory national service oversteps the acceptable
boundaries of governmental interference in the lives of its citizens.

By responding thus, the opponent of national service has already allowed that it is
a right of government to demand service when it is needed. But what is the true
scope of the term “need”? If it is granted, say, that present tax policies are
legitimate intrusions on the right to property, then it must also be granted that
need involves more than just what is necessary for a sound national defense.
Even the most conservative of politicians admits that tax money is rightly spent
on programs that, while not necessary for the survival of the state, are
nevertheless of great benefit to society. Can the opponent of national service
truly claim that activities of the military such as quelling civil disorders, rebuilding
dams and bridges, or assisting the victims of natural disasters—all extraneous to
the defense of society against outside aggression—do not provide a similar
benefit to the nation? Upon reflection, opponents of national service must
concede that such a broadened conception of what is necessary is in keeping with
the ideas of shared sacrifice and community benefit that are essential to the
functioning of a liberal democratic state.

711. Which one of the following most accurately describes the author’s attitude
toward the relationship between citizenship and individual rights in a democracy?
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(a) confidence that individual rights are citizens’ most important guarantees of
personal freedom

(b) satisfaction at how individual rights have protected citizens from unwarranted
government intrusion

(c) alarm that so many citizens use individual rights as an excuse to take
advantage of one another

(d) dissatisfaction at how some citizens cite individual rights as a way of avoiding
certain obligations to their government

Answer:

712. The author indicates all politicians agree about the

(a) legitimacy of funding certain programs that serve the national good

(b) use of the military to prevent domestic disorders

(c) similarity of conscription and compulsory taxation

(d) importance of broadening the definition of necessity
Answer:

713. Which one of the following most accurately characterizes what the author
means by the term “social agreement”?

(a) an agreement among members of a community that the scope of their
individual liberties is limited somewhat by their obligations to one another

(b) an agreement among members of a community that they will not act in ways
that infringe upon each other’s pursuit of individual liberty

(c) an agreement among members of a community that they will petition the
government for redress when government actions limit their rights
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(d) an agreement between citizens and their government detailing which

government actions do or do not infringe upon citizen’s personal freedoms
Answer:

714. According to the author, national service and taxation are analogous in the
sense that both

(a) do not require that citizens be compelled to help bring them about
(b) are at odds with the notion of individual rights in a democracy
(c) require different degrees of sacrifice from different citizens

(d) allow the government to overstep its boundaries and interfere in the lives of
citizens
Answer:

715. Based on the information in the passage, which one of the following would
most likely be found objectionable by those who oppose compulsory national
service?

(a) the use of tax revenues to prevent the theft of national secrets by foreign
agents

(b) the use of tax revenues to fund relief efforts for victims of natural disasters in
other nations

(c) the use of tax revenues to support the upkeep of the nation’s standing army

(d) the use of tax revenues to fund programs for the maintenance of domestic
dams and bridges (E) the use of tax revenues to aid citizens who are victims of
natural disasters

Answer:

716. In a recent study, anthropologists surveyed 250 adults who own pets and
250 adults who do not own pets on their interpersonal capacities. The questions
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asked of those who own pets and of those who do not own pets include tests for
"computational requirements," that is, tuning in to all the little signals necessary
to operate as a couple. While members of each group displayed outstanding
interpersonal capacities, in general the adults who own pets were much more
empathetic than those who do not own pets. This indicates that people who are
especially empathetic are more likely to adopt a pet in spite of the personal
sacrifice and the occasional inconvenience than people who are less empathetic.
Which one of the following best expresses the main conclusion of the argument
above?

(a) Most of the people surveyed, whether they own pets or do not own pets,
display outstanding interpersonal capacities

(b) The adoption of a pet involves personal sacrifice and occasional inconvenience
(c) The adoption of a pet involves personal sacrifice and occasional inconvenience

(d) Interpersonal capacities entail tuning in to all the little signals necessary to
operate as a couple
Answer:

717. In Eagletown High School, the average grades of the honor students have
improved steadily in the science courses ever since the science program has been
reinforced with increased hours of study and with outstanding teachers to help
the below-average students raise their grades in science. However, even with the
reinforced science program, many of the school's weakest students are still failing
in science. Thus, the reinforced science program has failed to achieve its intended
purpose.

Which one of the following identifies the flaw in the argument above?

(a) It overlooks the possibility that even many of the honor students would not
have raised their grades in science without the reinforced science program

(b) It does not take into account that at least some of the below-average students
could have raised their grades in science without the reinforced science program
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(c) It presumes incorrectly that the grades in science of the weakest students
could have been raised by the reinforced science program

(d) It rules out the possibility that the reinforced science program could have
helped many of the below-average students raise their grades in science even if
many weak students were not helped by it

Answer:

718. Agronomists are hard at work developing a drought-resistant species of
grass. They contend that this is essential even if the agricultural project will not
yield any new knowledge about the genetic engineering of grass that could not be
gotten by other means. For a future climate of increased global warming, they
say, we will need the biotechnical knowledge that such an agricultural project will
give us about the ability of grass to grow in a hot, dry environment.

Which one of the following is an underlying assumption of the above argument?

(a) People will continue to plant grass lawns in the future era of global warming
(b) Global warming will turn all regions of the world into drought-stricken areas
(c) This agricultural project will succeed in developing a new species of grass

(d) A drought-resistant species of grass will rarely need to be watered
Answer:

719. Revenues from the sales of existing homes increased 30 percent last year
over the previous year. Thus, the real estate industry overall evidently is
prospering. Yet twice as many real estate firms went bankrupt last year as in the
preceding three years combined.

Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the above argument?

(a) Real estate prices have been increasing steadily over the last five years

(b) The real estate industry is presently undergoing consolidation, with the
financially strongest firms aggressively buying up the smaller businesses
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(c) The cost of a new home is currently one and one half times on average that of
an existing home, down from about double only eighteen months

(d) Demographic surveys show that the age-group 30-45, which traditionally
comprised the bulk of existing housing consumers, is 25% smaller than it was
during the baby boom

Answer:

720. Daring Designs, a fashion house, promises its new and inexperienced
employees that they will be promoted to designer within five years. As evidence,
consider the fact that Daring Design's top designer, Ms. Pompadour, worked as a
pattern cutter, an entry-level job requiring no experience, when she first started
at Daring Design.

Which one of the following, if true, would most weaken the above argument?

(a) Ms. Pompadour worked at Daring Designs for five full years before being
promoted to top designer

(b) While employed at the less-skilled tasks, Daring Design's employees receive
the lowest salary in the industry

(c) It does not take more than five years to learn the skills required of a top
designer

(d) Daring Designs hires fashion graduate interns and employs them briefly in
each of the lower-level positions before promoting them to designer
Answer:

A well-dressed young man entered a big textile shop one evening. He was able to
draw the attention of the salesmen who thought him rich and likely to make
heavy purchases. He was shown the superior varieties of suit lengths and sarees.
But after casually examining them, he kept moving to the next section where
readymade goods were being sold and further on to the hosiery section. By then,
the salesmen had begun to doubt his intentions and drew the attention of the
manager. The manager asked him what exactly he wanted and he replied that he
wanted courteous treatment. He explained that he had come to the same shop in
casual dress that morning and drawn little attention. His pride was hurt and he
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wanted to assert himself. He had come in good dress only to get decent
treatment not for getting any textiles. He left without making any purchases.

721. The young man was well dressed because
(a) it was his habit to dress well

(b) it was his wedding day

(c) he wanted to meet the manager of the shop

(d) he wanted to impress the salesmen
Answer:

722. The salesmen in the shop are described as people who pay attention to
(a) only young men and women

(b) pretty women

(c) only rich customers

(d) regular customers
Answer:

723. The manager asked the young man what he wanted because
(a) he would give him exactly what he was looking for

(b) the salesman had drawn his attention to the indifferent attitude on the young
man

(c) he thought they could do more business with him that way

(d) he though the visitor was dissatisfied
Answer:
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724. The young man left without making any purchases because he
(a) did not have money
(b) could not find any item of his choice

(c) had come only to make a point about the indifferent attitude of the salesmen
towards casually dressed customers

(d) decided to come to make the purchases later on
Answer:

The prisoner awaited his chance. For three solid years he had schemed for this
opportunity. Now that escape seemed so near at hand, those three years lost
some of their monotony. But he would never forget the lashes, the close
confinement, low diet and worse still the mental strain of those black days.
Suddenly the warden did what he had hoped. He stopped to unlock the lower
padlock. With a dull thud he slumped forward with keys in his hands. Swiftly the
prisoner seized his keys, unlocked the cell and ran into the courtyard. It took him
four seconds to reach the rope-ladder secretly placed there by his accomplices,
five more to clamber over the wall, and three more to jump into the waiting car
to be whisked away to freedom. Even though he was guilty, the prisoner felt he
had paid for his crime, for the man he had robbed three years ago was still a
millionaire.

725. For what crime had the prisoner been punished?
(a) Murder

(b) Arson

(c) Robbery

(d) Kidnapping
Answer:
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726. When had the crime been committed?
(a) Just before the escape

(b) Three years earlier

(c) Long ago

(d) Day earlier
Answer:

727. Who slumped forward with a dull thud?
(@) The millionaire

(b) The warden

(c) The prisoner

(d) Prisoner's accomplice
Answer:

728. What did the prisoner suffer the most during the imprisonment?
(a) Poor health

(b) Mental strain

(c) Physical torture

(d) Absence from his family

Answer:

Nationalism is only a curse when it becomes narrow and fanatical. Like so many
other thing available to man, say his religion, it can lead men astray. Nationalism
can lead people into thinking only of themselves, of their own struggles. of their
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own misery. It can also cause a nation to become suspicious and fearful of its
neighbours. to look upon itself as superior, and to become aggressive. And it is
when nationalism impels a state to become expansionist and seek domination
over others that it becomes a positive curse and harmful internationally.

729. From the passage, which of the following statements most correctly reflects
the opinion of the author?

(a) Nationalism makes people self centered and self-concerted
(b) It helps a nation to become superior to other nations
(c) It regulates international relationships

(d) It helps a nation to expand its territories and become powerful
Answer:

730. Which of the following phrases most correctly suggests the central theme of
the passage?

(a) Nationalism and religion
(b) Nationalism as an inspiration for development
(c) Nationalism as a cause of war

(d) Evils of narrow and aggressive nationalism
Answer:

731. From the passage which of the following statements can be assumed to be
most likely to be true?

(a) The author believes that nationalism is always a curse
(b) He believes that religion always leads men astray

(c) He thinks that religion leads men astray
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(d) He pleads for a mix-up of religion and nationalism
Answer:

Brown and his men, huddling round a fire, ate the last of the food that Kassim had
brought them that day. Cornelius sat among them, half asleep. Then one of the
crew remembered that some tobacco had been left in the boat, and said he
would go and fetch it. He didn't think there was any danger in going to the creek
in the dark. He disappeared down the hillside, and a momnet later he was heard
climbing into the boat and then climbing out again.

732. Consider the following statements

1. Brown and Cornelius sat round the fire

2. Cornelius lay half-asleep at a little distance from the fire
3. All the people sat round the fire

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a)1and 2

(b) 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1and3
Answer:

733. One of them disappeared down the hill implies that
(a) the slope of the hill was slippery

(b) he fell from the edge of the hill

(c) there was suddenly a sea beside the hill

(d) he walked down the hill
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Answer:

734. "He didn't think ... in the dark". This sentence actually implies that he
(a) was bold and adventurous

(b) was addicted to smoking

(c) would face some trouble

(d) was the only person who knew where in the boat tobacco was
Answer:

735. What does the world "huddling" imply?
(a) Moving around

(b) Falling into a slumber

(c) Being close together

(d) Merrymaking

Answer:

As soon as | saw the elephant | knew with perfect certainty that | ought not to
shoot him. It is a serious matter to shoot a working elephant - it is comparable to
destroying a huge and costly piece of machinery - and obviously one ought not to
do it if it can possibly be avoided. And at that distacne, peacefully eating, the
elephant looked no more dangerous than a cow.

736. The writer was against shooting the elephant because
(a) he suspected it to be a wild one and was afraid of it

(b) his heart was full of compassion for animals
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(c) he was certain that the elephant was innocent

(d) it would amount to avoidable waste of useful property
Answer:

737. The author compares the elephant to a costly machine because
(a) ivory is very expensive

(b) it can do as much work as an expensive machine

(c) elephants look like big machines

(d) elephants and machines have similar prices
Answer:

738. The elephant looked no more dangerous than a cow because
(a) it was quietly doing its work

(b) unlike lions, it is a vegetarian animal

(c) its tusks resemble the cow's horns

(d) cows can be very dangerous sometimes
Answer:

| was very fond of the old soldier in our little town. He had only one leg, having
lost the other somewhere in Assam in 1942. He used to tell me about his
adventures. He told me that he had run away from home to join the army. He had
experienced his first battle in the Libyan desert. Out of his dozens of war stories,
the one | liked best was the one of his escape from a Japanese prison-of-war
camp in Burma. He told me again and again how he walked two hundred miles in
two weeks. On the way he was bitten on the toe by a poisonous snake and he had
to cut off part of the toe in order to survive. But by the time he got to an Indian
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camp the wound had turned septic and the leg had to be amputated , He is,
however, quite contented with his lot.

739. The author was very fond of the old soldier because
(a) He had lost one of his legs in war

(b) he used to tell the author about his adventures

(c) he was contented with his lots

(d) he had been to many countries
Answer:

740. Why did the old soldier repeatedly tell that he walked two hundred miles?

(a) He ran away from home to join the army
(b) He had to cross the Libyan desert
(c) He had to escape from a prison-of-war

(d) He was a strong soldier
Answer:

741. The story of the old soldier that the author liked most was that about
(a) his running away from home to join the army

(b) his first battle in the Libyan desert

(c) the loss of his leg in Assam

(d) his escape from a Japanese prison-of-war camp
Answer:
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742. The old soldier, according to the author, was

(a) unhappy about his life
(b) satisfied with his lot
(c) angry about his fate

(d) disgusted with his misfortune
Answer:

743. The soldier's leg had to be amputated because
(a) he had walked two hundred miles in two weeks
(b) he was wounded in war

(c) the wounded toe turned septic

(d) he was shot in the leg while escaping from the Japanese camp
Answer:

329

A large number of people had come to attend the meeting to be addressed by the
gifted speaker. The organizers had a difficult time keeping the assembled people
quiet as the meeting did not commence at the scheduled time. After some time
the people lost their patience and began to shout and heckle. The organizers had
great difficulty in assuaging the anger of the crowd when they were forced to

cancel the meeting as the speaker had to be hospitalized due to sudden illness.

744. What was the actual reason for the organizers to have a difficult time?

(a) a large number of people had come to the meeting
(b) the organizers could not make proper arrangements

(c) the meeting could not be started in time
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(d) the speaker wasiill
Answer:

745. What does the word "assuaging" imply?
(a) accepting

(b) tolerating

(c) reducing

(d) removing
Answer:

746. Further delay resulted in the people
(a) leaving the place

(b) fighting with the organizers

(c) making noise

(d) making the speakerill
Answer:

Wealth should not be an end in itself but only a means of satisfying one's as well
as other's needs. It should be a means of creating a happy and humane society.
Riches can profitably be spent in removing the wants of the poor and the needy,
by providing them with food and clothing, by establishing hospitals for the sick,
shelters for children who have none to look after them, and old-age homes to
provide comfort and company to the growing number of old and helpless people.
Wealth can also be put to public use by establishing trusts to open up more and
more educational institutions, to finance research work for promotion of science,
health care and agriculture. When used only as a means of creating more and
more luxuries and procuring objects of sensual gratification, it leads to corruption
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and sin. Even wealth used only to generate more wealth loses its intrinsic worth.
We should not forget that wealth came into existence to facilitate the fulfilment
of human needs and development of society.

747. By saying 'Wealth should not be and end in itself' the writr means that

(a) One should not stop creating wealth

(b) Creating more and more wealth should not be one's object

(c) Wealth should not be used for personal purpose

(d) Wealth is exhausted if not used in different tasks
Answer:

748. In 'Riches can be profitably spent' the word 'profitably' in this context means
(a) Riches can be used in manifold ways

(b) Riches can be used for financial gains

(c) Riches can be used in beneficial way

(d) Riches can be used to acquire fame
Answer:

749. The central idea of the passage is
(a) Wealth should not be used for personal comfort but for comfort of others
(b) Personal use of wealth leads to sin

(c) Wealth should be judiciously used for personal as well as social and
humanitarian purposes

(d) Wealth should be used for others only after fulfilling one's needs
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750. The intrinsic worth of wealth lies in

(a) its use for charitable purpose

(b) its use for enjoyment of life

(c) its use for fulfillment of human needs and development of society
(d) its use for self-aggrandizement

Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the following questions

When it comes to work boots, durability is paramount. The hard workers at Rival
know that ; We pride ourselves on creating boots that last a lifetime. That's why
we're making the following offer to all new customers; buy any new pair of Rival
boots and get yourself a second pair at half price. Because that's the Rival way.
751. As used in the passage, which is the best antonym for paramount?

(a) inferior

(b) boring

(c) pathetic

(d) trivial
Answer:

752. What logical weakness is present in the offer as stated in the passage?
(a) Itis irresponsible to make an offer that logically cannot be upheld

(b) It is contradictory to maintain that Rival boots last a lifetime while
simultaneously offering a second pair
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(c) It is financially unsound to offer a product a half price simply as an incentive to
buy another price

(d) It is wrong to assume that a construction worker would only be able to afford
a single pair of boots in his or her entire life.
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the following questions

A new discovery has prompted astronomers to rethink one of their most basic
assumptions regarding the types of solar systems that can support life. Previously,
astronomers believed that any solar system containing more than one sun would
produce an orbit too volatile to support an Earth-like planet. However, recent
images from the Keppler spacecraft have uncovered evidence of a two-star
system - what astronomers call a binary system - with a stable orbit containing at
least one planetary body.

753. The largest audience for this passage would most likely include a(n)
(a) scientist who wants to evaluate a peer's recent research

(b) dentist who has a general interest in science and astronomy
(c) third grade student who is learning the basics of astronomy
(d) government official assessing the success of the Keppler project

754. As used in the passage, it can be inferred that volatilebelongs to which of the
following word groups?

(a) dangerous, hazardous, troubling
(b) explosive, charged, detonative
(c) irregular, abnormal, weird

(d) unstable, unpredictable, uneven
Answer:
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755. Based on information presented in the passage, it can be concluded that
(a) solar systems must mirror our home in order to support life

(b) life likely exists outside our own solar system

(c) binary solar systems may harbour life

(d) the Kepler space program has been largely successful
Answer:

Opera refers to a dramatic art form, originating in Europe, in which the emotional
content is conveyed to the audience as much through music, both vocal and
instrumental, as it is through the lyrics. By contrast, in musical theater an actor's
dramatic performance is primary, and the music plays a lesser role. The drama in
opera is presented using the primary elements of theater such as scenery,
costumes, and acting. However, the words of the opera, or libretto, are sung
rather than spoken. The singers are accompanied by a musical ensemble ranging
from a small instrumental ensemble to a full symphonic orchestra.

756. It is pointed out in the reading that opera

(a) has developed under the influence of musical theater

(b) is a drama sung with the accompaniment of an orchestra

(c) is not a high-budget production

(d) is often performed in Europe
Answer:

757. We can understand from the reading that
(a) people are captivated more by opera than musical theater

(b) drama in opera is more important than the music
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(c) orchestras in operas can vary considerably in size

(d) musical theater relies above all on music
Answer:

758. It is stated in the reading that

(a) acting and costumes are secondary to music in musical theater
(b) many people find musical theater more captivating than opera
(c) music in musical theater is not as important as it is in opera

(d) an opera requires a huge orchestra as well as a large choir
Answer:

Dolphins are regarded as the friendliest creatures in the sea and stories of them
helping drowning sailors have been common since Roman times. The more we
learn about dolphins, the more we realize that their society is more complex than
people previously imagined. They look after other dolphins when they areill, care
for pregnant mothers and protect the weakest in the community, as we do. Some
scientists have suggested that dolphins have a language but it is much more
probable that they communicate with each other without needing words. Could
any of these mammals be more intelligent than man? Certainly the most common
argument in favor of man's superiority over them that we can kill them more
easily than they can kill us is the least satisfactory. On the contrary, the more we
discover about these remarkable creatures, the less we appear superior when we
destroy them.

759. It is clear from the passage that dolphins
(a) don't want to be with us as much as we want to be with them
(b) are proven to be less intelligent than once thought

(c) have a reputation for being friendly to humans
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(d) are the most powerful creatures that live in the oceans
Answer:

760. The fact that the writer of the passage thinks that we can kill dolphins more
easily than they can kill us

(a) means that they are better adapted to their environment than we are
(b) shows that dolphins have a very sophisticated form of communication
(c) proves that dolphins are not the most intelligent species at sea

(d) does not mean that we are superior to them
Answer:

761. One can infer from the reading that
(a) dolphins are quite abundant in some areas of the world
(b) communication is the most fascinating aspect of the dolphins

(c) dolphins have skills that no other living creatures have such as the ability to
think

(d) dolphins have some social traits that are similar to those of humans
Answer:

Naval architects never claim that a ship is unsinkable, but the sinking of the
passenger-and-car ferry Estonia in the Baltic surely should have never have
happened. It was well designed and carefully maintained. It carried the proper
number of lifeboats. It had been thoroughly inspected the day of its fatal voyage.
Yet hours later, the Estonia rolled over and sank in a cold, stormy night. It went
down so quickly that most of those on board, caught in their dark, flooding
cabins, had no chance to save themselves: Of those who managed to scramble
overboard, only 139 survived. The rest died of hypothermia before the rescuers
could pluck them from the cold sea. The final death toll amounted to 912 souls.
However, there were an unpleasant number of questions about why the Estonia

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



337
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

sank and why so many survivors were men in the prime of life, while most of the
dead were women, children and the elderly.

762. One can understand from the reading that
(a) the lifesaving equipment did not work well and lifeboats could not be lowered

(b) design faults and incompetent crew contributed to the sinking of the Estonia
ferry

(c) 139 people managed to leave the vessel but died in freezing water

(d) most victims were trapped inside the boat as they were in their cabins
Answer:

763. ltis clear from the passage that the survivors of the accident
(a) helped one another to overcome the tragedy that had affected them all

(b) were mostly young men but women, children and the elderly stood little
chance

(c) helped save hundreds of lives

(d) are still suffering from severe post-traumatic stress disorder
Answer:

764. According to the passage, when the Estonia sank

(a) there were only 139 passengers on board

(b) few of the passengers were asleep

(c) there were enough lifeboats for the number of people on board

(d) faster reaction by the crew could have increased the Estonia's chances of
survival
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Answer:

Erosion of America's farmland by wind and water has been a problem since
settlers first put the prairies and grasslands under the plow in the nineteenth
century. By the 1930s, more than 282 million acres of farmland were damaged by
erosion. After 40 years of conservation efforts, soil erosion has accelerated due to
new demands placed on the land by heavy crop production. In the years ahead,
soil erosion and the pollution problems it causes are likely to replace petroleum
scarcity as the nation's most critical natural resource problem.

765. As we understand from the reading, today, soil erosion in America

(a) causes humans to place new demands on the land

(b) is worse than it was in the nineteenth century

(c) happens so slowly that it is hardly noticed

(d) is the most critical problem that the nation faces
Answer:

766. The author points out in the passage that erosion in America

(a) has damaged 282 million acres ever since settlers first put the prairies and
grasslands under the plow

(b) has been so severe that it has forced people to abandon their settlements
(c) occurs only in areas with no vegetation

(d) can become a more serious problem in the future
Answer:

767. It is pointed out in the reading that in America

(a) petroleum is causing heavy soil erosion and pollution problems
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(b) heavy crop production is necessary to meet the demands and to prevent a
disaster

(c) soil erosion has been hastened due to the overuse of farming lands

(d) water is undoubtedly the largest cause of erosion
Answer:

Data from the Pioneer spacecraft of NASA apparently prove the theory that the
high surface temperature of Venus is due to an atmospheric greenhouse effect
caused mainly by a blanket of carbon dioxide. Such a greenhouse effect is created
when energy in the form of sunlight easily passes through a planet's atmosphere,
warms its surface, and is converted to heat radiation that is then held in by the
atmosphere from top to bottom. Venus has a relatively thin atmosphere like the
Earth's, but Venus' atmosphere consists of more than ninety percent carbon
dioxide, compared to less than four percent in that of the Earth. Because of its
higher percentage of carbon dioxide, Venus' atmosphere traps much more heat
radiation than does the Earth's. Thus, the Venus studies are believed to be
important to the understanding of possible adverse effects on the Earth's
agriculture that could result from the long-term use of fossil fuels, which add
carbon dioxide to the atmosphere.

768. According to the passage, data from the Venus study can be used to
(a) measure the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere accurately
(b) increase the emission of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere

(c) test the efficiency of the spacecraft sent to Venus by NASA

(d) predict future agricultural problems on Earth
Answer:

769. We understand from the passage that the atmosphere of Venus

(a) is thinner than the atmosphere of the Earth
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(b) contains much more carbon dioxide than that of the Earth
(c) traps less heat radiation compared to the atmosphere of the Earth

(d) blocks out dangerous rays from the sun
Answer:

770. One can infer from the passage that
(a) there is no difference between the atmospheres of Venus and the Earth
(b) the atmosphere of the Earth consists of mainly carbon dioxide

(c) the more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, the warmer the world will tend to
get

(d) lack of atmosphere causes a very high surface temperature on Venus
Answer:

Theories about how brain works remain a topic of debate. It is agreed, though,
that the hippocampus, a part of the brain, is undeniably important for memory.
When we experience something, the information is sent via our senses to the
hippocampus, where it is processed. Scientists believe that brain cells called
neurons first transform the sensory stimuli we experience into images in our
immediate memory. Then, these images are sent to the hippocampus and stored
temporarily in short term memory. In the hippocampus information is organized,
and it is during this process that parts of the image of our experience fade away.
Finally, certain information is then transferred to long term memory in a section
in the frontal lobe of the brain known as the cerebral cortex. Scientists think this
process may happen while we are sleeping, but exactly how the information is
transferred from one area of the brain to another is a mystery.

771. This reading is mainly concerned with

(a) how to improve our memory
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(b) why some of the information in short term memory fades away
(c) iliness that results in severe memory loss

(d) how human brain processes and stores information
Answer:

772. According to the passage scientists
(a) know that information is sent from the long term memory to the hippocampus
(b) have found out why some of the information is lost in the hippocampus

(c) don't know exactly how the information is transferred from one area of the
brain to another

(d) agree on how the brain works
Answer:

773. ltis pointed out in the reading that
(a) the brain was not considered as a highly complex organ in the past
(b) damage to hippocampus doesn't cause memory loss

(c) all of the information stored in the short term is transferred to long time
memory

(d) scientists agree that the hippocampus is important in processing information
Answer:

The majority of successful senior managers do not closely follow the classical
rational model of first clarifying goals, assessing the problem, formulating options,
estimating likelihoods of success, making a decision, and only then taking action
to implement the decision. Rather, in their day-by-day tactical maneuvers, these
senior executives rely on what is vaguely termed “intuition” to manage a network
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of interrelated problems that require them to deal with ambiguity, inconsistency,
novelty, and surprise; and to integrate action into the process of thinking.
Generations of writers on management have recognized that some practicing
managers rely heavily on intuition. In general, however, such writers display a
poor grasp of what intuition is. Some see it as the opposite of rationality; others
view it as an excuse for capriciousness.

Isenberg’s recent research on the cognitive processes of senior managers reveals
that managers’ intuition is neither of these. Rather, senior managers use intuition
in at least five distinct ways. First, they intuitively sense when a problem exists.
Second, managers rely on intuition to perform well-learned behavior patterns
rapidly. This intuition is not arbitrary or irrational, but is based on years of
painstaking practice and hands-on experience that build skills. A third function of
intuition is to synthesize isolated bits of data and practice into an integrated
picture, often in an “Aha!” experience. Fourth, some managers use intuition as a
check on the results of more rational analysis.

Most senior executives are familiar with the formal decision analysis models and
tools, and those who use such systematic methods for reaching decisions are
occasionally leery of solutions suggested by these methods which run counter to
their sense of the correct course of action. Finally, managers can use intuition to
bypass in-depth analysis and move rapidly to engender a plausible solution. Used
in this way, intuition is an almost instantaneous cognitive process in which a
manager recognizes familiar patterns. One of the implications of the intuitive
style of executive management is that “thinking” is inseparable from acting. Since
managers often “know” what is right before they can analyze and explain it, they
frequently act first and explain later. Analysis is inextricably tied to action in
thinking/acting cycles, in which managers develop thoughts about their
companies and organizations not by analyzing a problematic situation and then
acting, but by acting and analyzing in close concert.

Given the great uncertainty of many of the management issues that they face,
senior managers often instigate a course of action simply to learn more about an
issue. They then use the results of the action to develop a more complete
understanding of the issue. One implication of thinking/acting cycles is that action
is often part of defining the problem, not just of implementing the solution.
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774. According to the passage, senior managers use intuition in all of the
following ways EXCEPT to

(a) speed up of the creation of a solution to a problem
(b) identify a problem
(c) bring together disparate facts

(d) stipulate clear goals
Answer:

775. The passage suggests which of the following about the “writers on
management”

(a) They have criticized managers for not following the classical rational model of
decision analysis

(b) They have not based their analyses on a sufficiently large sample of actual
managers

(c) They have relied in drawing their conclusions on what managers say rather
than on what managers do

(d) They have misunderstood how managers use intuition in making business
decisions
Answer:

776. Which of the following best exemplifies “an ‘Ahal” experience” as it is
presented in the passage?

(a) A manager risks taking an action whose outcome is unpredictable to discover
whether the action changes the problem at hand

(b) A manager performs well-learned and familiar behavior patterns in creative
and uncharacteristic ways to solve a problem
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(c) A manager suddenly connects seemingly unrelated facts and experiences to
create a pattern relevant to the problem at hand

(d) A manager rapidly identifies the methodology used to compile data yielded by
systematic analysis.

Answer:

777. According to the passage, the classical model of decision analysis includes all
of the following EXCEPT

(a) evaluation of a problem
(b) creation of possible solutions to a problem
(c) establishment of clear goals to be reached by the decision

(d) action undertaken in order to discover more information about a problem
Answer:

778. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following would most
probably be one major difference in behavior between Manager X, who uses
intuition to reach decisions, and Manager Y, who uses only formal decision
analysis?

(a) Manager X analyzes first and then acts; Manager Y does not

(b) Manager X checks possible solutions to a problem by systematic analysis;
Manager Y does not

(c) Manager X takes action in order to arrive at the solution to a problem;
Manager Y does not

(d) Manager Y draws on years of hands-on experience in creating a solution to a
problem; Manager X does not
Answer:
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779. It can be inferred from the passage that “thinking/acting cycles” in
managerial practice would be likely to result in which of the following?

l. A manager analyzes a network of problems and then acts on the basis of
that analysis

Il. A manager gathers data by acting and observing the effects of action

lll. A manager takes action without being able to articulate reasons for that
particular action

(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) and Il only

(d) Iland lll only
Answer:

780. The passage provides support for which of the following statements?

(a) Managers who rely on intuition are more successful than those who rely on
formal decision analysis

(b) Managers cannot justify their intuitive decisions

(c) Managers’ intuition works contrary to their rational and analytical skills

(d) Intuition enables managers to employ their practical experience more
efficiently

Answer:

781. Which of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph
of the passage?

(a) An assertion is made and a specific supporting example is given
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(b) A conventional model is dismissed and an alternative introduced
(c) The results of recent research are introduced and summarized

(d) Two opposing points of view are presented and evaluated.
Answer:

Nearly a century ago, biologists found that if they separated an invertebrate
animal embryo into two parts at an early stage of its life, it would survive and
develop as two normal embryos. This led them to believe that the cells in the
early embryo are undetermined in the sense that each cell has the potential to
develop in a variety of different ways. Later biologists found that the situation
was not so simple. It matters in which plane the embryo is cut. If it is cut in a
plane different from the one used by the early investigators, it will not form two
whole embryos.

A debate arose over what exactly was happening. Which embryo cells are
determined, just when do they become irreversibly committed to their fates, and
what are the “morphogenetic determinants” that tell a cell what to become? But
the debate could not be resolved because no one was able to ask the crucial
guestions in a form in which they could be pursued productively. Recent
discoveries in molecular biology, however, have opened up prospects for a
resolution of the debate. Now investigators think they know at least some of the
molecules that act as morphogenetic determinants in early development. They
have been able to show that, in a sense, cell determination begins even before an
egg is fertilized.

Studying sea urchins, biologist Paul Gross found that an unfertilized egg contains
substances that function as morphogenetic determinants. They are located in the
cytoplasm of the egg cell; i.e., in that part of the cell’s protoplasm that lies outside
of the nucleus. In the unfertilized egg, the substances are inactive and are not
distributed homogeneously. When the egg is fertilized, the substances become
active and, presumably, govern the behavior of the genes they interact with.
Since the substances are unevenly distributed in the egg, when the fertilized egg
divides, the resulting cells are different from the start and so can be qualitatively
different in their own gene activity.
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The substances that Gross studied are maternal messenger RNA’s—products of
certain of the maternal genes. He and other biologists studying a wide variety of
organisms have found that these particular RNA’s direct, in large part, the
synthesis of histones, a class of proteins that bind to DNA. Once synthesized, the
histones move into the cell nucleus, where section of DNA wrap around them to
form a structure that resembles beads, or knots, on a string. The beads are DNA
segments wrapped around the histones; the string is the intervening DNA. And it
is the structure of these beaded DNA strings that guide the fate of the cells in
which they are located.

782. The passage is most probably directed at which kind of audience?

(a) State legislators deciding about funding levels for a state-funded biological
laboratory

(b) Scientists specializing in molecular genetics

(c) Readers of an alumni newsletter published by the college that Paul Gross
attended

(d) Marine biologists studying the processes that give rise to new species
Answer:

783. It can be inferred from the passage that the morphogenetic determinants
present in the early embryo are

(a) located in the nucleus of the embryo cells
(b) evenly distributed unless the embryo is not developing normally

(c) inactive until the embryo cells become irreversibly committed to their final
function

(d) identical to those that were already present in the unfertilized egg
Answer:
784. The main topic of the passage is
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(a) the early development of embryos of lower marine organisms
(b) the main contribution of modern embryology to molecular biology

(c) the role of molecular biology in disproving older theories of embryonic
development

(d) cell determination as an issue in the study of embryonic development
Answer:

785. According to the passage, when biologists believed that the cells in the early
embryo were undetermined, they made which of the following mistakes?

(a) They did not attempt to replicate the original experiment of separating an
embryo into two parts

(b) They did not realize that there was a connection between the issue of cell
determination and the outcome of the separation experiment

(c) They assumed that the results of experiments on embryos did not depend on
the particular animal species used for such experiments

(d) They assumed that different ways of separating an embryo into two parts
would be equivalent as far as the fate of the two parts was concerned

Answer:

786. It can be inferred from the passage that the initial production of histones
after an egg is fertilized takes place

(a) in the cytoplasm
(b) in the maternal genes
(c) throughout the protoplasm

(d) in the beaded portions of the DNA strings
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Answer:

787. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is dependent
on the fertilization of an egg?

(a) Copying of maternal genes to produce maternal messenger RNA’s
(b) Synthesis of proteins called histones
(c) Division of a cell into its nucleus and the cytoplasm

(d) Determination of the egg cell’s potential for division
Answer:

788. According to the passage, the morphogenetic determinants present in the
unfertilized egg cell are which of the following?

(a) Proteins bound to the nucleus
(b) Histones
(c) Maternal messenger RNA’s

(d) Cytoplasm
Answer:

789. The passage suggests that which of the following plays a role in determining
whether an embryo separated into two parts will develop as two normal
embryos?

l. The stage in the embryo’s life at which the separation occurs
Il. The instrument with which the separations is accomplished
lll.  The plane in which the cut is made that separates the embryo

(a) lonly

(b) Il only
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(c) land Il only

(d) I'and Il only
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the following questions based on it

When she came to my window for some time neither of us said anything. But
when she moved on, | found myself leaving my seat and going to the carriage
door. she noticed me at the door, and stood waiting on the platform, looking the
other way. | walked across to the tea stall. A kettle was boiling over on a small
fire, but the owner of the stall was busy serving tea somewhere on the train. The
girl followed me behind the stall.

‘Do you want to buy a basket?' she asked.

'They are very strong, made of the finest cane.'

'No,' I said, 'l don't want a basket.'

We stood looking at each other for what seemed a very long time and then she
said, 'Are you sure you don't want a basket?'

'All right, give me one,' | said, and | took the one on top and gave her a rupee,
hardly daring to touch her fingers.

As she was about to speak, the guard blew his whistle; she said something, but it
was lost in the clanging of the bell and the hissing of the engine. | had to run back
to my compartment. The carriage shuddered and jolted forward.

| watched her as the platform slipped away. She was alone on the platform and
she did not move, but was looking at me and smiling. | watched her till the signal
box came in the way, and then the jungle hid the station but | could still see her
standing alone...

790. Where did the strangers meet?
(a) In the city
(b) On the platform

(c) In avillage
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(d) In the railway compartment
Answer:

791. What was she doing there?
(a) She was selling tea

(b) She was selling baskets

(c) She was collecting rags

(d) She was waiting for somebody
Answer:

792. The person in the story purchased the basket because
(a) he needed one

(b) it was cheap

(c) it was a beautiful basket

(d) the girl was very persuasive
Answer:

793. What did she do when the train was leaving the station?
(a) She followed him to the compartment

(b) She began to collect her baskets

(c) She kept looking at him and smiling

(d) She neglected him and went away
Answer:
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794. This passage is about

(a) selling of baskets on the platform
(b) strange things on the platform

(c) deep hatred between the strangers

(d) first-sight-love between the strangers
Answer:

Fictional stories about people who have extraordinary abilities have always
attracted people's attention. One of them is the story of Vera Petrova, who is able
to perceive things with different parts of her skin, and through solid walls. One
day she comes into his father's office and puts her hands on the door of a locked
safe. Suddenly she asks her father why he keeps so many old newspapers locked
away there. Vera's curious talent is brought to the notice of a scientific research
institute and she is given a series of tests by a special commission. During these
tests she manages to read a newspaper through an opaque screen and then she
describes the figures and colors of a picture hidden under a carpet. During all
these tests Vera is blindfold; and, indeed, except when blindfold she lacks the
ability to perceive things with her skin. It was also found that although she could
perceive things with her fingers this ability ceased the moment her hands were
wet.

795. As we understand from the reading, Vera Petrova

(a) can only perceive things with her fingers

(b) is a curious child

(c) is not the only fictional character who has extraordinary abilities

(d) fails most of the tests administered by a special commission
Answer:
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796. It is pointed out in the reading that Vera Petrova loses the ability to perceive
objects with her fingers

(a) when her father first notices this ability
(b) when she is asked to read a newspaper through an opaque screen
(c) after she is given a series of tests

(d) as soon as her hands get wet
Answer:

797. According to the reading

(a) Vera Petrova's father asks her why she keeps the old newspapers in the locked
safe

(b) the scientific research institute is not interested in Vera Petrova's talent
(c) Vera can't perceive objects with her skin unless she is blindfold

(d) there are several scientific research institutes which examine people like Vera
Answer:

The Bermuda Triangle occupies a disturbing and almost unbelievable place in the
world's catalog of unexplained mysteries. More than a hundred planes and ships
have vanished in this area into the air since 1945, and more than a thousand lives
have been lost, without a single body or even a piece wreckage from the
vanishing planes or ships having been found. Many of the planes concerned have
vanished while in normal radio contact with their base until the very moment of
their disappearance, while others have radioed the most extraordinary messages,
implying that they could not get their instruments to function, that their
compasses were spinning, that the sky had turned yellow and hazy on a clear day,
and the ocean, which was calm nearby, didn't look right without further
clarification of what was wrong.
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798. One can infer from the reading that

(a) the wreckages of some ships and planes have been found in the Bermuda
Triangle

(b) the number of incidents involving lost ships is no larger than that of any other
heavily traveled region of the world

(c) the ships. and the planes couldn't contact with their base due to the lack of
equipments

(d) the first mention of disappearances in the area was made in 1945
Answer:

799. It is pointed out in the passage that

(a) thousands of people lost their lives in the Bermuda Triangle in 1945

(b) all of the disappearances happened during the day time

(c) the Bermuda Triangle mystery was solved in 1945

(d) the ocean floor near Bermuda, highly unexplored, is host to many strange
phenomena

Answer:

800. The reading mainly deals with

(a) why so many ships and planes disappear in the Bermuda Triangle

(b) the mysterious disappearances of ships and planes in the Bermuda Triangle

(c) the location of the Bermuda Triangle

(d) the frequency of the disappearances in the Bermuda Triangle
Answer:
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When the air is clear, the sunset will appear yellow, because the light from the
sun has passed a long distance through air and the blue light has been scattered
away. If the air is polluted with small particles, natural or otherwise, the sunset
will be more red. Sunsets over the sea may also be orange, due to salt particles in
the air. The sky around the sun is seen reddened, as well as the light coming
directly from the sun. This is because all light is scattered relatively well through
small angles, but blue light is then more likely to be scattered twice over the
greater distances, leaving the yellow, red and orange colors.

801. As it is pointed out in the passage, the color of the sunset

(a) may be lighter than expected due to salt particles in the air

(b) is red if the sky is clear

(c) owes its blueness to the distance between the sun and the earth

(d) depends on the weather conditions and the location where it takes place
Answer:

802. One can infer from the passage that the sunset looks yellow because

(a) scattering does not play an appreciable role in determining the color of the
transmitted light

(b) the blue light is scattered on the long way through the air at that time
(c) the light coming directly from the sun is blue

(d) the air is polluted to such a degree that the Earth's climate is actually changing
Answer:

803. As it is pointed out in the passage
(a) our eyes are more sensitive to light with blue frequencies

(b) the red light passes easily through the air without scattering at all
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(c) when the sun sets, only the blue light is left
(d) the sunset is likely to look orange when small particles, such as salt from sea

spray, are in the air
Answer:

An ultralight airplane is very different from a conventional airplane. It looks like a
lawn chair with wings, weighs no more than 254 pounds, flies up to 60 miles an
hour, and carries about 5 gallons of fuel. Most ultralights are sold as kits and take
about 40 hours to assemble. Flying an ultralight is so easy that a pilot with no
experience can fly one. Accidents are rarely fatal or even serious because the
ultralight lands so slowly and gently and carries so little fuel. Some models now
have parachutes attached, while others have parachute packs which pilots can
wear.

804. According to the passage, pilots

(a) prefer to fly with ultralights rather than with regular aircraft

(b) can weigh up to 250 pounds, depending on the model of the ultralight airplane

(c) don't think that their ultralight airplanes are simple to use

(d) don't need a special training to fly an ultralight airplane
Answer:

805. We learn from the passage that an ultralight airplane
(a) provides the only opportunity to fly affordably

(b) doesn't fly very well if it weighs less than 254 pounds
(c) is inexpensive but difficult to fly

(d) can be put together in a short time
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Answer:
806. It is pointed out in the reading that

(a) there is more risk involved in flying ultralight aeroplanes than in flying general
aviation aircraft

(b) ultralight airplanes can remain airborne for more than an hour
(c) the risk of injury to a passenger in an ultralight airplane is very low

(d) the gear an ultralight airplane carries can be more fragile than traditional
equipment

Modern scientific and technological developments in the practice of medicine and
public health have drawn nursing into new and wider fields of activity, and its
functions have been expanded accordingly. Therefore, nursing is no longer limited
mainly to activities within the hospital, or to what is called curative nursing. It has
become also a community service in which preventive and rehabilitative functions
are a vital part of its program. The modern concept of nursing considers the
hospital, however central, as only one of many health agencies in the community.

807. As we understand from the reading, today

(a) the only reason people go to hospitals is for nursing care

(b) most of the nursing practice now takes place in people's homes

(c) hospitals are not the only setting where people receive care or support

(d) scientific and technological developments can't improve the quality of care
that is delivered in hospitals

Answer:

808. One can infer from the passage that
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(a) nurses were treating more people in the patient's own home in the past
(b) hospitals are the only places where nursing care is crucial

(c) nurses don't see the hospital and clinic as important units in the community
health program

(d) hospitals are still the most important component of the healthcare sector

809. According to the passage, the nurse's function has been expanded because
of

(a) the nurse's activities in the hospital
(b) hospitals, which are the most common work environments for nurses
(c) the reluctance of nurses to work in the hospital

(d) the progress in science and technology in related fields
Answer:

Much of the blood on the street flows essentially from uncivil behavior of drivers
who refuse to respect the legal and moral rights of others. So the massacre on the
road may be regarded as a social problem. Safety standards for vehicle have been
raised both at the point of manufacture and through periodic road-worthiness
inspections. In addition, speed limits have been lowered. Due to these measures,
the accident rate has decreased. But the accident experts still worry because
there has been little or no improvement in the way drivers behave.

810. According to the passage, traffic accidents may be regarded as a social
problem since

(a) the motor vehicle is a very dangerous invention

(b) the accidents have more to do with hazardous conditions than hazardous
drivers
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(c) most of the accidents are caused by drivers who don't pay attention to the
traffic rules

(d) the irresponsibility that accounts for much of the problem is not confined to
drivers

Answer:

811. According to the passage, the number of accidents has fallen because

(a) significant advances have been made towards safer driving

(b) many people now know that driving is a skilled task requiring constant care
and concentration

(c) drivers are warned to take extra care on the roads

(d) drivers have finally learned how to behave
Answer:

812. It is pointed out in the passage that those who violate traffic regulations
(a) are the most inexperienced drivers that we have on the roads

(b) always blame the road conditions

(c) don't have prior traffic violations or crashes on their records

(d) are the biggest threat to those with whom they share the road
Answer:

813. In an attempt to find a solution to global climate change, scientists are
researching the effects of releasing large quantities of iron into the upper ocean.
This process is known as iron seeding and it can enhance the reproduction of
phytoplankton, which in turn may lower global carbon dioxide levels, lowering
global temperature. This process is also known as iron fertilisation or ocean
nourishment and is the topic of an on-going debate by climate scientists. One
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criticism of the approach is that iron seeding may lead to a harmful algal bloom,

which leads to the phenomena known as the red tide, releasing numerous toxic
chemicals into the ocean.

What is a name for the potential solution to climate change?
(a) Iron nourishment

(b) Algal boom

(c) Iron seeding

(d) Ocean seeding
Answer:

814. The alternative energy market has been growing year upon year, and bio
fuels are seen as a major alternative energy source of the future. Renewable
biofuels made from corn and other plants are as sustainable alternative to fossil
fuels. However a major criticism of biofules is the amount of arable land required
to grown the plants required for bio fuels, and with growing populations and food
shortages around the world, it may not seem feasible. The bio fuel industry
however states that numerous part of crops that are not eaten, and would
normally be thrown away could be converted into bio fuel, creating greater
opportunity for agriculture not creating problems.

What are Bio-fuels not referred to as?
(a) Sustainable
(b) Alternative
(c) Renewable

(d) Ecological
Answer:
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815. Pay day loans are becoming an increasing common phenomenon in the
United Kingdom, with pay-day loans a now 3 billion pounds industry. These loans
are often extremely high interest rates, missing payments can lead to a debt
spiralling effect, in which debtors are trapped under an ever increasing mountain
of debt, often using new loans to pay off exixting loans, worsening the problem.
However for may people that are able topay back the loan quickly and without
incident, pay day loans may be seen as a more convenient alternative to credit
cards and bank overdrafts.

Which statement is not definitely true?

(a) Pay day loans are a $2 billion dollar industry

(b) Pay day loans often reach or exceed 4000% APR
(c) Pay day loans can lead to a debt spiralling effect

(d) Pay day loans can lead to bankruptcy
Answer:

816. The people's republic of china has enloyed a rapidly growing economy for
decades, with china's export market the key factor in its economic success.
However recently economic growth, import and export growth have been
declining and are at their lowest rates since the late 2000 crisis. These may be
indications of a slowing economy, which could spell disaster for People's Repubilic,
which have set their sights at competing with America for economic superpower
status. It is possible that the increase in living standards and wages throughout
china has increased the prices of its exports, making them less financially
desirable. Only time will tell if the world's second largest economy still has the
steam to maintain high rates of growth.

What is the suggested reason for China's slow growth?
(a) The Eurozone debt crisis

(b) Increase in wages
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(c) The late 2000 economic crisis

(d) Competition with America
Answer:

817. Egalitarianism is a trend of thought that favourts equality among all people.
The premise is that all people are or should be equal in their worth and social
status, and oppose all types of social inequality such as class stratification, caste
systems and elitism. This school of thought has been applied to mumerous
practical applications such as politics, economics and law. However the extent of
proposed equality may vary, for example equality of opportunity seeks to give
everyone equally, unless distinctions can be explicitly justified, and wauality of
outcome involves ensuring total equality between individuals in all measures i.e,
wealth, status, income etc.

What does egalitarianism not definitely oppose?
(a) Class straification

(b) Capitalism

(c) Caste systems

(d) Elitism
Answer:

818. In the United Kingdom, the mumber of home repossession has reached an
18 month low of recent. Despite economic problems lingering from the 2008
economic crisis and the impending Eurozone debt crisis, repossessions have
dropped from 9,600 in the first quarter to 8,500 in the second quarter. The reason
for this drop is believed to be collaboration between lenders, borrowers and debt
advisors to avoid repossession, as well as lower interest rates and help for
unemployed borrowers.

Which of the following may not be a cause of the drop in number of home
repossessions?
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(a) Lower interest rates

(b) Help for unemployed borrowers

(c) Financial regulation

(d) Collaboration between relevant parties

819. The Pareto principle, also known as the 80-20 rule states that for many
events, roughly 80% of the effects come form 20% of the causes. For example in a
business setting, it is suggested that 80% of a company's sales will likely come
from 20% of their client base. This phenomenon was first identified when it was
found that 80% of Italy's land was owned by 20% of its population. Similar results
have been found in the USA, France and the UK. The theory was further
supported by its founder when he discovered that 20% of the peapods in his
garden contained 80% of the peas.

What country did the identifier of the Pareto principle first identified this
phenomenon?

(a) ltaly
(b) USA
(c) UK

(d) France
Answer:

820. The democracy index, devised by the Economist intelligence unit measures
the state of democracy in 167 countries around the world, 166 of which are
sovereign states and 165 are members of the United Nations. In this index there
are 4 different groupings which denote a countries' level of democracy, at the top
is a full democracy, of which many North American and Western European
countries belong. Next is a flawed democracy, of which many South American and
Latin American countries belong. Next are hybrid regimes, of which may Asian
and Eastern European countries belong. Last, and therefore the least democratic
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countries are authoritarain regimes, which many North African and Middle
Eastern countries belong.

Which countries tend to contain hybrid regimes?
(a) South America and Latin America countries
(b) Asian and eastern European countries

(c) North African and middle eastern

(d) West African and sub-Sahara
Answer:

821. The emperor penguin is the tallest and heaviest specific of penguin, and is
native to Antarctica. Both males and females of the species are of similar height
(122 cm) and weight (22-45 kg). Its diet is primarily of fish but also includes
crustaceans such as krill and cephalopods such as squid. When hunting, the
species can remain submerged for up to 18 minutes, diving to a depth of 535 m
(1755 ft). To allow it to function at low oxygen levels, it has evolved solid bones to
reduce barotrauma and the ability to reduce its metabolism.

How deep can the emperor penguin submerge while hunting?
(a) 1775ft

(b) 1775m

(c) 535ft

(d) 535m

Answer:

Milankovitch proposed in the early twentieth century that the ice ages were
caused by variations in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun. For sometime this theory
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was considered untestable, largely because there was no sufficiently precise
chronology of the ice ages with which the orbital variations could be matched.

To establish such a chronology it is necessary to determine the relative amounts
of land ice that existed at various times in the Earth’s past. A recent discovery
makes such a determination possible: relative land-ice volume for a given period
can be deduced from the ratio of two oxygen isotopes, 16 and 18, found in ocean
sediments. Almost all the oxygen in water is oxygen 16, but a few molecules out
of every thousand incorporate the heavier isotope 18. When an ice age begins,
the continental ice sheets grow, steadily reducing the amount of water
evaporated from the ocean that will eventually return to it.

Because heavier isotopes tend to be left behind when water evaporates from the
ocean surfaces, the remaining ocean water becomes progressively enriched in
oxygen 18. The degree of enrichment can be determined by analyzing ocean
sediments of the period, because these sediments are composed of calcium
carbonate shells of marine organisms, shells that were constructed with oxygen
atoms drawn from the surrounding ocean. The higher the ratio of oxygen 18 to
oxygen 16 in a sedimentary specimen, the more land ice there was when the
sediment was laid down.

As an indicator of shifts in the Earth’s climate, the isotope record has two
advantages. First, it is a global record: there is remarkably little variation in
isotope ratios in sedimentary specimens taken from different continental
locations. Second, it is a more continuous record than that taken from rocks on
land. Because of these advantages, sedimentary evidence can be dated with
sufficient accuracy by radiometric methods to establish a precise chronology of
the ice ages. The dated isotope record shows that the fluctuations in global ice
volume over the past several hundred thousand years have a pattern: an ice age
occurs roughly once every 100,000 years. These data have established a strong
connection between variations in the Earth’s orbit and the periodicity of the ice
ages.

However, it is important to note that other factors, such as volcanic particulates
or variations in the amount of sunlight received by the Earth, could potentially
have affected the climate. The advantage of the Milankovitch theory is that it is
testable: changes in the Earth’s orbit can be calculated and dated by applying
Newton’s laws of gravity to progressively earlier configurations of the bodies in
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the solar system. Yet the lack of information about other possible factors affecting
global climate does not make them unimportant.

822. In the passage, the author is primarily interested in
(a) suggesting an alternative to an outdated research method

(b) introducing a new research method that calls an accepted theory into
qguestion

(c) emphasizing the instability of data gathered from the application of a new
scientific method

(d) presenting a theory and describing a new method to test that theory
Answer:

823. The author of the passage would be most likely to agree with which of the
following statements about the Milankovitch theory?

(a) It is the only possible explanation for the ice ages

(b) It is too limited to provide a plausible explanation for the ice ages, despite
recent research findings

(c) It cannot be tested and confirmed until further research on volcanic activity is
done

(d) It is one plausible explanation, though not the only one, for the ice ages
Answer:

824. It can be inferred from the passage that the isotope record taken from ocean
sediments would be less useful to researchers if which of the following were true?

(a) It indicated that lighter isotopes of oxygen predominated at certain times

(b) It had far more gaps in its sequence than the record taken from rocks on land
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(c) It indicated that climate shifts did not occur every 100,000 years
(d) It indicated that the ratios of oxygen 16 and oxygen 18 in ocean water were
not consistent with those found in fresh water

Answer:

825. According to the passage, which of the following is true of the ratios of
oxygen isotopes in ocean sediments?

(a) They indicate that sediments found during an ice age contain more calcium
carbonate than sediments formed at other times

(b) They are less reliable than the evidence from rocks on land in determining the
volume of land ice

(c) They can be used to deduce the relative volume of land ice that was present
when the sediment was laid down

(d) They are more unpredictable during an ice age than in other climatic
conditions.

Answer:

826. It can be inferred from the passage that precipitation formed from
evaporated ocean water has

(a) the same isotopic ratio as ocean water

(b) less oxygen 18 than does ocean water

(c) less oxygen 18 than has the ice contained in continental ice sheets

(d) a different isotopic composition than has precipitation formed from water on
land

Answer:

827. According to the passage, which of the following is (are) true of the ice ages?
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l. The last ice age occurred about 25,000 years ago

Il. Ice ages have lasted about 10,000 years for at least the last several hundred
thousand years

lll.  Ice ages have occurred about every 100,000 years for at least the last
several hundred thousand years

(a) lonly

(b) Il only

(c) lll only

(d) 'and only

Answer:

828. It can be inferred from the passage that calcium carbonate shells

(a) are not as susceptible to deterioration as rocks

(b) are less common in sediments formed during an ice age

(c) are found only in areas that were once covered by land ice

(d) reflect the isotopic composition of the water at the time the shells were
formed

Answer:

829. The purpose of the last paragraph of the passage is to

(a) offer a note of caution

(b) introduce new evidence

(c) present two recent discoveries
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(d) summarize material in the preceding paragraphs
Answer:

830. According to the passage, one advantage of studying the isotope record of
ocean sediments is that it

(a) corresponds with the record of ice volume taken from rocks on land

(b) shows little variation in isotope ratios when samples are taken from different
continental locations

(c) corresponds with predictions already made by climatologists and experts in
other fields

(d) provides data that can be used to substantiate records concerning variations
in the amount of sunlight received by the Earth
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Most of us need blood but very few wish to donate. The reason is 'fear paychosis'.
Most people believe that donation means loss of strength, workdays and
prolonged listlessness. Whether it is an accident case, a heart bypasss surgery, a
hysterectomy or congenital anaemia like Thalassaemia, the family of the patient
has to run from pillar to post for arranging blood. If the patient has
compassionate and healthy family members and friends, it may not be difficult.
But, in the event of 'unfit' or 'unwilling' donors, the patient's treatment invariably
suffers.

However large our requirement, it is estimated that if only one or two percent of
the population starts donating blood voluntarily, the crisis can be overcome.
Unfortunately, India has not been able to achieve this target. The fact is that our
country doesn't have the culture of voluntary blood donation. Hence the
perennial shortage.

831. The 'fear psychosis' behind donation is due to
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(a) belief in loss of strength, workdays, listlessness
(b) psychology of fear

(c) not having wish to donate

(d) not having good health

Answer:

832. To run from pillar to post means

(a) to go to the post office

(b) to go to several places

(c) to post

(d) to run fast
Answer:

833. According to the passage, how does a patient's treatment suffer?
(a) There are no good doctors

(b) Patients don't go to doctors

(c) There are no good hospitals

(d) There are 'unfit' or 'unwilling' donors of blood
Answer:

834. The percentage of blood donors in India is

(a) more than 2%
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(b) 2%
(c) only one to two percent

(d) None of the above
Answer:

835. There is shortage of blood because

(a) we don't have the culture of voluntary blood donation
(b) there are health problems

(c) there are poor people

(d) None of the above
Answer:

When early humans hunted and gathered food, they were not in control of their
environment. They could only interact with their surroundings as lower organisms
did. When humans learned to make fire, however, they became capable of
altering their environment. To provide themselves with fuel they stripped bark
from trees, causing the trees to die. Clearings were burned in forests to increase
the growth of grass and to provide a greater grazing area for the wild animals that
humans fed upon. This development led to farming and the domestication of
animals. Fire also provided the means for cooking plants which had previously
been inedible. Only when the process of meeting the basic need for food reached
a certain level of sophistication was it possible for humans to follow other
pursuits such as the founding of cities.

836. This passage is mainly concerned with
(a) the evolution of farming techniques

(b) the role of hunting as a source of food
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(c) how the discovery of fire changed the development of mankind

(d) basic food-gathering techniques of early humans
Answer:

837. One can infer from the passage that the discovery of how to make fire
(a) improved the hunting skills of early humans

(b) caused early humans to interact with their surroundings as lower organisms
did

(c) taught early humans how to live with lower organisms

(d) increased alimentary options for early humans
Answer:

838. As we understand from the passage, early humans
(a) didn't eat plants before they learned how to control fire
(b) used fire as a tool to alter their surroundings

(c) gained better control of their environment when they learned to live with
lower organisms

(d) started to maintain their food supply by hunting and gathering food when they
started cooking with fire
Answer:

The Great Hanshin earthquake, or the Kobe earthquake as it is more commonly
known overseas, was an earthquake in Japan that measured 7.2 on the Japanese
Scale. It occurred on January 17, 1995 at 5:46 am 52 seconds in the southern part
of Hyogo Prefecture and lasted for approximately 20 seconds. The epicenter of
the earthquake was on the northern end of Awaji Island, near the cosmopolitan
city of Kobe with a population of 1.5 million. A total of 6,433 people, mainly in the
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city of Kobe, lost their lives. Additionally, it caused approximately ten trillion yen
in damage. It is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the costliest natural
disaster. It was the worst earthquake in Japan since the Great Kanto earthquake
in 1923, which claimed 140,000 lives.

839. It is stated in the passage that the number of deaths in the city of Kobe

(a) was greater than that of Hurricane Katrina

(b) was not as high as in the Great Kanto earthquake

(c) exceeded that of any known earthquake

(d) was extremely high for an earthquake of this magnitude
Answer:

840. According to the passage, the Kobe earthquake is listed in the Guinness Book
of Records because

(a) it has been the highest magnitude earthquake recorded so far

(b) it has been the highest magnitude earthquake recorded so far it lasted less
than 20 seconds

(c) it caused more financial damage than any other natural disaster in the world
(d) the city of Kobe suffered the highest number of deaths among affected
regions

Answer:

841. We understand from the passage that the Kobe earthquake

(a) is internationally known as the Great Hanshin earthquake

(b) didn't cause any damage in the neighborhood of Kobe

(c) was the first to cause widespread and serious damage to modern buildings
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(d) is not the deadliest earthquake in the history of Japan
Answer:

First language, also known as mother tongue, is generally the language a person
learns first. However, one can have two or more native languages thus being a
native bilingual or indeed multilingual. The order in which these languages are
learned is not necessarily the order of proficiency. Incomplete first language skills
often make learning other languages difficult. Often a child learns the basics of his
or her first language or languages from his or her family. The term mother tongue,
however, should not be interpreted to mean that it is the language of one's
mother. For instance, in some paternal societies, the wife moves in with the
husband and thus may have a different first language or dialect than the local
language of the husband. Yet their children usually only speak their local
language.

842. According to the passage, first language skills
(a) take a very long time to develop

(b) play an important role in learning a new language
(c) are not transferable to the second language

(d) can also have negative effects in foreign language acquisition
Answer:

843. We understand from the passage that

(a) most bilinguals don't have a dominant language

(b) the acquisition of a first language is the most complex skill anyone ever learns
(c) most children have learning difficulties in acquiring their first language

(d) one's mother tongue might not be the language of the parents
Answer:
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844. One can infer from the reading that

(a) one cannot be a native speaker of more than two languages

(b) very few children throughout the world learn to speak two languages

(c) it is possible for a bilingual to become more competent in his second language
(d) bilinguals use their two languages for different purposes and functions

Answer:

Many consider World War | to have been the first modern war, a total war where
the civilian populations were deliberately endangered as a direct tactic of war,
which has continued in all subsequent wars. While civilians have always died in
wars, World War | made civilian casualties accepted and commonplace, from, for
example, aerial bombardment. All aspects of the societies fighting were affected
by the conflict, often causing profound social change, even if the countries were
not in the war zone.

845. It is stated in the reading that World War |

(a) caused a major depression in countries that were against killing civilians
(b) introduced the killing of civilians as a method of warfare

(c) is the bloodiest war in history

(d) marked the end of the most peaceful period in modern history
Answer:

846. It is pointed out in the passage that

(a) the war's economic impact was felt sharply in countries that were close to the
war zone
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(b) the aftermath of World War | brought more attempts to protect civilians in
war

(c) unlike all subsequent wars, World War | was worldwide

(d) the impact of the World War | was felt even by the countries which were not
close to the war fronts
Answer:

847. We can understand from the passage that

(a) very few countries had designed or built aircraft specifically for war functions
before World War |

(b) World War | was not the first war in which civilians died
(c) many consider World War | the defining moment of modern life

(d) the aerial bombardment of civilians was , widely criticized
Answer:

Stonehenge is an ancient monument situated about ten miles north of Salisbury
in England. It was built about 4500 years ago, but by whom and for what purpose
remains a mystery. The builders must have known of geometry. They may have
been influenced by the Mycenaeans, whose architecture was similar. Some of the
stones must have been brought from West Wales, over 135 miles away. These
stones weigh more than fifty tons. They may have been brought on rafts and
rollers. Experts say that it must have taken 1500 men more than five years to
transport them. Stonehenge was probably built in three stages. First, settlers from
continental Europe built a temple for sun worship. Later the "Beaker" people
added the stone circles. Finally, people of the Wesse Culture transformed
Stonehenge into an observatory. They could calculate the exact time of
Midsummer and Midwinter and of equinoxes.

848. We understand from the passage that the construction of the Stonehenge
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(a) began 135 miles away from Salisbury
(b) is thought to have taken place in more than one stage
(c) was first documented by the Mycenaeans

(d) is not a mystery that needs to be solved
Answer:

849. It is pointed out in the reading that the Stonehenge

(a) was built by the Mycenaeans, who were very advanced in geometry
(b) probably has religious origins, possibly for worship of the sun

(c) had no astrological purposes

(d) was erected thousands of years ago in West Wales
Answer:

850. According to the passage, there is no certainty about
(a) where the Stonehenge was built
(b) what kind of stones were used in the construction of the Stonehenge

(c) how to calculate the exact time of Midsummer and Midwinter and of
equinoxes

(d) how the stones used in the construction of the Stonehenge were transported
Answer:

A tic is a repeated, impulsive action, reflexive in nature, which the actor feels
powerless to control or avoid. Only when the individual performs the tic, is
tension and anxiety released within the individual with a tic disorder. Tics can be
triggered by an emotional state or sensation, or can happen for no obvious
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reason. General types of tics include verbal tics, facial tics, and other muscular
tics. Physical and psychological therapy and medication can cause tics to go away,
often permanently. Muscular tics look something like twitches or quick grimaces,
and often affect the eyes and hands. Muscular tics can affect multiple muscles at
once. Some forms of stuttering are caused by muscular tics in the throat, tongue,
or vocal cords when speaking or preparing to speak.

851. According to the reading, tics

(a) are nothing to be fearful of

(b) are not voluntary movements and they can't be consciously controlled

(c) can be stopped voluntarily for brief periods

(d) do not need particular treatment
Answer:

852. As it is pointed out in the passage

(a) there is usually no need to see the health care provider for a tic
(b) a tic can involve only one muscle at a time

(c) people with tics often feel relief after the tic is over

(d) drugs used to treat tics have a low rate of success
Answer:

853. One can infer from the passage that
(a) anxiety can be a side effect of medication to treat tics
(b) the cause may be harder to detect in the case of a facial tic

(c) most tics are mild and hardly noticeable
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(d) psychological support may be helpful for those with tics
Answer:

Species interdependence in nature confers many benefits on the species involved,
but it can also become a point of weakness when one species involved in the
relationship is affected by a catastrophe. Thus, flowering plant species dependent
on insect pollination, as opposed to self-pollination or wind pollination, could be
endangered when the population of insect-pollinators is depleted by the use of
pesticides.

In the forests of New Brunswick, for example, various pesticides have been
sprayed in the past 25 years in efforts to control the spruce budworm, an
economically significant pest. Scientists have now investigated the effects of the
spraying of Matacil, one of the anti-budworm agents that is least toxic to insect-
pollinators. They studied Matacil’s effects on insect mortality in a wide variety of
wild insect species and on plant fecundity, expressed as the percentage of the
total flowers on an individual plant that actually developed fruit and bore seeds.
They found that the most pronounced mortality after the spraying of Matacil
occurred among the smaller bees and one family of flies, insects that were all
important pollinators of numerous species of plants growing beneath the tree
canopy of forests.

The fecundity of plants in one common indigenous species, the red-osier
dogwood, was significantly reduced in the sprayed areas as compared to that of
plants in control plots where Matacil was not sprayed. This species is highly
dependent on the insect-pollinators most vulnerable to Matacil. The creeping
dogwood, a species similar to the red-osier dogwood, but which is pollinated by
large bees, such as bumblebees, showed no significant decline in fecundity. Since
large bees are not affected by the spraying of Matacil, these results add weight to
the argument that spraying where the pollinators are sensitive to the pesticide
used decreases plant fecundity.

The question of whether the decrease in plant fecundity caused by the spraying of
pesticides actually causes a decline in the overall population of flowering plant
species still remains unanswered. Plant species dependent solely on seeds for
survival or dispersal are obviously more vulnerable to any decrease in plant
fecundity that occurs, whatever its cause. If, on the other hand, vegetative growth
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and dispersal (by means of shoots or runners) are available as alternative
reproductive strategies for a species, then decreases in plant fecundity may be of
little consequence. The fecundity effects described here are likely to have the
most profound impact on plant species with all four of the following
characteristics: a short life span, a narrow geographic range, an incapacity for
vegetative propagation, and a dependence on a small number of insect-pollinator
species. Perhaps we should give special attention to the conservation of such
plant species since they lack key factors in their defenses against the
environmental disruption caused by pesticide use.

854. Which of the following best summarizes the main point of the passage?

(a) Species interdependence is a point of weakness for some plants, but is
generally beneficial to insects involved in pollination

(b) Efforts to control the spruce budworm have had deleterious effects on the
red-osier dogwood

(c) The use of pesticides may be endangering certain plant species dependent on
insects for pollination

(d) Plant species lacking key factors in their defenses against human
environmental disruption will probably become extinct
Answer:

855. According to the author, a flowering plant species whose fecundity has
declined due to pesticide spraying may not experience an overall population
decline if the plant species can do which of the following?

(a) Reproduce itself by means of shoots and runners

(b) Survive to the end of the growing season

(c) Survive in harsh climates

(d) Respond to the fecundity decline by producing more flowers.
Answer:
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856. The passage suggests that the lack of an observed decline in the fecundity of
the creeping dogwood strengthens the researchers conclusions regarding
pesticide use because the

(a) creeping dogwood is a species that does not resemble other forest plants

(b) creeping dogwood is a species pollinated by a broader range of insect species
than are most dogwood species

(c) creeping dogwood grows primarily in regions that were not sprayed with
pesticide, and so served as a control for the experiment

(d) creeping dogwood is similar to the red-osier dogwood, but its insect
pollinators are known to be insensitive to the pesticide used in the study
Answer:

857. The passage suggests that which of the following is true of the forest regions
in New Brunswick sprayed with most anti-budworm pesticides other than
Matacil?

(a) The fecundity of some flowering plants in those regions may have decreased
to an even greater degree than in the regions where Matacil is used

(b) Insect mortality in those regions occurs mostly among the larger species of
insects, such as bumblebees

(c) The number of seeds produced by common plant species in those regions is
probably comparable to the number produced where Matacil is sprayed

(d) Many more plant species have become extinct in those regions than in the
regions where Matacil is used.
Answer:

858. It can be inferred that which of the following is true of plant fecundity as it is
defined in the passage?
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(a) A plant’s fecundity decreases as the percentage of unpollinated flowers on the
plant increases

(b) A plant’s fecundity decreases as the number of flowers produced by the plant
decreases

(c) A plant’s fecundity increases as the number of flowers produced by the plant
increases

(d) A plant’s fecundity is usually low if the plant relies on a small number of insect
species for pollination.

Answer:

859. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following plant species
would be LEAST likely to experience a decrease in fecundity as a result of the
spraying of a pesticide not directly toxic to plants?

(a) A flowering tree pollinated by only a few insect species

(b) A kind of insect-pollinated vine producing few flowers

(c) A wind-pollinated flowering tree that is short-lived

(d) A flowering shrub pollinated by a large number of insect species
Answer:

860. Which of the following assumptions most probably underlies the author’s
tentative recommendation

(a) Human activities that result in environmental disruption should be abandoned
(b) The use of pesticides is likely to continue into the future

(c) It is economically beneficial to preserve endangered plant species
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(d) Conservation efforts aimed at preserving a few well-chosen species are more
cost-effective than are broader-based efforts to improve the environment
Answer:

Studies of the Weddell seal in the laboratory have described the physiological
mechanisms that allow the seal to cope with the extreme oxygen deprivation that
occurs during its longest dives, which can extend 500 meters below the ocean’s
surface and last for over 70 minutes. Recent field studies, however, suggest that
during more typical dives in the wild, this seal’s physiological behavior is different.
In the laboratory, when the seal dives below the surface of the water and stops
breathing, its heart beats more slowly, requiring less oxygen, and its arteries
become constricted, ensuring that the seal’s blood remains concentrated near
those organs most crucial to its ability to navigate underwater. The seal
essentially shuts off the flow of blood to other organs, which either stop
functioning until the seal surfaces or switch to an anaerobic (oxygen-
independent) metabolism. The latter results in the production of large amounts of
lactic acid which can adversely affect the pH of the seal’s blood, but since the
anaerobic metabolism occurs only in those tissues which have been isolated from
the seal’s blood supply, the lactic acid is released into the seal’s blood only after
the seal surfaces, when the lungs, liver, and other organs quickly clear the acid
from the seal’s bloodstream.

Recent field studies, however, reveal that on dives in the wild, the seal usually
heads directly for its prey and returns to the surface in less than twenty minutes.
The absence of high levels of lactic acid in the seal’s blood after such dives
suggests that during dive, the seal’s organs do not resort to the anaerobic
metabolism observed in the laboratory, but are supplied with oxygen from the
blood. The seal’s longer excursions underwater, during which it appears to be
either exploring distant routes or evading a predator, do evoke the diving
response seen in the laboratory. But why do the seal’s laboratory dives always
evoke this response, regardless of their length or depth? Some biologists
speculate that because in laboratory dives the seal is forcibly submerged, it does
not know how long it will remain underwater and so prepares for the worst.

861. The passage provides information to support which of the following
generalizations?
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(a) Observations of animals’ physiological behavior in the wild are not reliable
unless verified by laboratory studies

(b) It is generally less difficult to observe the physiological behavior of an animal
in the wild than in the laboratory

(c) The level of lactic acid in an animal’s blood is likely to be higher when it is
searching for prey than when it is evading predators

(d) The physiological behavior of animals in a laboratory setting is not always
consistent with their physiological behavior in the wild

Answer:

862. It can be inferred from the passage that by describing the Weddell seal as
preparing “for the worst”, biologists mean that it

(a) prepares to remain underwater for no longer than twenty minutes

(b) exhibits physiological behavior similar to that which characterizes dives in
which it heads directly for its prey

(c) exhibits physiological behavior similar to that which characterizes its longest
dives in the wild

(d) begins to exhibit predatory behavior
Answer:

863. The passage suggests that during laboratory dives, the pH of the Weddell
seal’s blood is not adversely affected by the production of lactic acid because

(a) only those organs that are essential to the seal’s ability to navigate underwater
revert to an anaerobic mechanism

(b) the seal typically reverts to an anaerobic metabolism only at the very end of
the dive
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(c) organs that revert to an anaerobic metabolism are temporarily isolated from
the seal’s bloodstream

(d) oxygen continues to be supplied to organs that clear lactic acid from the seal’s
bloodstream
Answer:

864. Which of the following best summarizes the main point of the passage?

(a) Recent field studies have indicated that descriptions of the physiological
behavior of the Weddell seal during laboratory dives are not applicable to its most
typical dives in the wild

(b) The Weddell seal has developed a number of unique mechanisms that enable
it to remain submerged at depths of up to 500 meters for up to 70 minutes

(c) The results of recent field studies have made it necessary for biologists to
revise previous perceptions of how the Weddell seal behaves physiologically
during its longest dives in the wild

(d) Biologists speculate that laboratory studies of the physiological behavior of
seals during dives lasting more than twenty minutes would be more accurate if
the seals were not forcibly submerged.

Answer:

865. According to the author, which of the following is true of the laboratory
studies?

(a) They fail to explain how the seal is able to tolerate the increased production of
lactic acid by organs that revert to an anaerobic metabolism during its longest
dives in the wild

(b) They present an oversimplified account of mechanisms that the Weddell seal
relies on during its longest dives in the wild

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



386
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

(c) They provide evidence that undermines the view that the Weddell seal relies
on an anaerobic metabolism during its most typical dives in the wild

(d) They are based on the assumption that Weddell seals rarely spend more than
twenty minutes underwater on a typical dive in the wild.
Answer:

866. The author cites which of the following as characteristic of the Weddell seal’s
physiological behavior during dives observed in the laboratory?

l. A decrease in the rate at which the seal’s heart beats
I. A constriction of the seal’s arteries

. A decrease in the levels of lactic acid in the seal’s blood
IV.  Atemporary halt in the functioning of certain organs
(a) l'and Il only

(b) Iland IV only

(c) Iland 11l only

(d) I, I, and IV only
Answer:

867. The passage suggests that because Weddell seals are forcibly submerged
during laboratory dives, they do which of the following?
(a) Exhibit the physiological responses that are characteristic of dives in the wild

that last less than twenty minutes

(b) Exhibit the physiological responses that are characteristic of the longer dives
they undertake in the wild

(c) Cope with oxygen deprivation less effectively than they do on typical dives in
the wild
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(d) Produce smaller amounts of lactic acid than they do on typical dives in the
wild.
Answer:

Traditionally, many linguists stressed the importance of mastering grammar
structures first while teaching English. In recent years, the majority of educators
have become more aware of the fallacy of this approach and other approaches
promoting vocabulary development have gained popularity. It has been found out
without vocabulary to put on top of the grammar system, the learners can
actually say very little despite being able to manipulate complex grammatical
structures in exercise drills.

It is obvious that to learn English, one needs to learn many words. Native
speakers have a vocabulary of about 20,000 words but foreign learners of English
need far fewer. They need only about 5,000 words to be quite competent in
speaking and listening. The reason for this seemingly small number is the nature
of words and the frequency with which they appear in a language. It seems clear
that frequent words should be among the first words to learn because they will
be met most of time and will be needed in speech or writing.

868. According to the passage, it is true that while learning English, one

(a) cannot achieve competency in language skills just through mastering grammar
structures

(b) needs to be taught at least 20,000 words to communicate with foreigners
easily

(c) must learn grammar structures right away
(d) must focus on practicing as many grammar structures as possible according to
contemporary language teaching approaches

Answer:

869. According to the passage, when the approaches to English language teaching
are taken into consideration
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(a) the best method is the one which focuses on developing the learners' speaking
and listening skills first

(b) each method has its own strong and weak points

(c) the ones emphasizing the importance of developing learners' vocabulary first
have already become outdated

(d) most educators are not in favor of the traditional approach having dominated
the language teaching field once anymore
Answer:

870. It is stated in the passage that

(a) a great number of educators today believe that mastering grammar points is
more important than learning words while studying a foreign language

(b) grammar drills are effective in teaching the most frequently encountered
English words

(c) an approach based on mastering grammar structures first to teach English is at
most unlikely to find supporters today

(d) the learners of English are required to learn all grammar structures perfectly in
order to make themselves understood by foreigners
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

It was in surgery that the most spectacular results of that discovery were
obtained, and it was there that the battle between the new idea and the old
prejudices was fought out most dramatically. It's coming into that field changed
the whole conditions under which operations were performed, and so
enormously extended its possibilities that we reckon the art act in two eras : one
covering the history of mankind from the earliest times to this time of Lister ; the
other, the period since. For in ancient India, in Egypt, Greece and Rome, surgery
was practised, and the instruments and knowledge were already remarkable. If it
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stagnated under medieval influences, it revived again under such men as
Paracelsus in the sixteenth century, and moved steadily forward through the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as human anatomy and physiology yielded
their secrets to the scientists. In the nineteenth century one great discovery came
to the aid of the surgeon James Young Simpson experimented with anesthetics,
and so gave him time to perform his delicate work on patients unconscious of
pain.

871. The name of the sixteenth century doctor who revived surgery was

(a) Pasteur

(b) Simpson

(c) Paracelsus

(d) Semmelweis
Answer:

872. The theme of the passage seems to be
(a) The battle of discovery

(b) Human anatomy and physiology

(c) Making surgery safer

(d) The history of surgeon
Answer:

873. The word 'anesthetics' means
(a) that prevents the existence of harmful germs
(b) something that prevents passing through

(c) that causes much suffering
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(d) drug which prevents a person from feeling pain
Answer:

874. According to this passage the discovery of anesthetics belongs to
(a) the middle ages

(b) the nineteenth century

(c) seventeenth and eighteenth century

(d) the sixteenth century
Answer:

875. The reason that the most spectacular results of that discovery were obtained
is

(a) battle
(b) new idea
(c) old prejudice

(d) surgery
Answer:

In the 1920s, new technology allowed filmmakers to attach to each film a
soundtrack of speech, music and sound effects synchronized with the action on
the screen. These sound films were initially distinguished by calling them talking
pictures, or talkies. The next major step in the development of cinema was the
introduction of color. While the addition of sound to film revolutionized the
medium, quickly driving out silent movies, color was adopted more gradually. The
public was relatively indifferent to color photography as opposed to black-and-
white. But as color processes improved and became as affordable as black-and-
white film, more and more movies were filmed in color after the end of World
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War 1l, as the industry in America came to view color an essential to attracting
audiences in its competition with television, which remained a black-and-white
medium until the mid-60s. By the end of the 1960s, color had become the norm
for filmmakers.

876. We can understand from the passage that the introduction of sound films

(a) occurred at the time of the introduction of color films

(b) was not easy because it was not affordable

(c) made color movies a possibility on a commercial basis

(d) was an important milestone in the film industry
Answer:

877. It is stated in the reading that

(a) 1920s marked the end to the era of sound films

(b) the transition to color films was not as rapid as the transition to sound films
(c) color movies did not appear until the mid- 60s

(d) television didn't become popular until the mid-60s
Answer:

878. One can understand from the passage that

(a) black-and-white films are still a wonderful source of entertainment
(b) the film industry fell into a serious crisis after the end of World War |l
(c) the' arrival of sound films ended the popularity of silent movies

(d) the introduction of color to movies didn't help movie industry in its
competition with television
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Answer:

People seldom feel neutral about poetry. Those who love it sometimes give the
impression that it is an adequate substitute for food, shelter, and love. But it isn't.
Those who dislike poetry on principle sometimes claim, on the other hand, that
poetry is only words and good for nothing. That's not true either. When words
represent and recreate genuine human feelings, as they often do in poetry, they
can be very important. Poems provide, in fact, a language for feeling, and one of
poetry's most insistent merits involves its attempt to express the inexpressible.
One of the joys of experiencing poetry occurs when we read a poem and want to
say, "yes, that is just what it is like; | know exactly what that line means but | have
never been able to express it so well." Poetry can be the voice of our feelings
even when our minds are speechless with grief or joy.

879. One can understand from the passage that people

(a) seldom feel that poetry is an equivalent for life itself

(b) rarely take a biased opinion about poetry

(c) generally think that poetry expresses what might otherwise seem unutterable

(d) generally think of poetry as extremely important or totally useless
Answer:

880. One point made by the author in the passage is that poetry
(a) tends to make the reader disappointed

(b) is an adequate substitute for food, shelter, and love

(c) is only words and good for nothing

(d) often captures real human feelings

881. The author points out in the reading that
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(a) poetry is not closely concerned with feelings
(b) poems are primarily about how people think rather than how people feel
(c) poetry can't be the expression of one's deepest feelings

(d) few people think that poetry is neutral
Answer:

People have wondered for a long time how their personalities and behaviors are
formed. Two distinct schools of thought on the matter have developed. The two
approaches are very different from one another, The controversy is often referred
to as nature and nurture, Those who support the nature side of the conflict
believe that our personalities and behavior patterns are largely determined by
biological and genetic factors. That our environment has little to do with our
abilities, characteristics, and behavior is central to this theory. Proponents of the
nurture theory claim that our environment is more important than our
biologically based instinct in determining how we will act. They see humans as
beings whose behavior is almost completely shaped by their surroundings.
Neither of these theories can yet fully explain human behavior. In fact, it is quite
likely that the key to our behavior lies somewhere between these two extremes.
That the controversy will continue for a long time is certain.

882. One can understand from the passage that supporters of the nature theory
believe that

(a) environment is important in determining a person's behavior and personality
(b) a person's instincts have little effect on his actions

(c) it is impossible to explain why we possess certain characteristics and exhibit
certain behaviors

(d) biological reasons have a strong influence on how we act
Answer:
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883. One point made by the writer in the passage is that

(a) heredity is more important than the environment in the development of
human beings

(b) the correct explanation of human behavior will probably take ideas from both
theories

(c) environment is the most important factor in determining personality

(d) the behaviorists' view correctly explains how we act
Answer:

884. It is stated in the passage that, according to the nurture theory,

(a) a trait is always shaped by both genetic dispositions and the environments in
which people develop

(b) it is possible to measure the heritability of a trait within a population
(c) we are almost completely governed by our instincts

(d) a person's character is greatly influenced by his environment
Answer:

Scratchy throats, stuffy noses and body aches all spell misery, but being able to
tell if the cause is a cold or flu may make a difference in how long the flu lasts.
That's because the prescription drugs available for the flu need to be taken soon
after the illness sets in although the symptoms can be eased with over the
counter medications. As for colds, the sooner a person starts taking over-the-
counter remedy, the sooner relief will come. Cold symptoms such as stuffy nose,
runny nose and scratchy throat typically develop gradually, and adults and teens
often do not get a fever. On the other hand, fever is one of the characteristic
features of the flu for all ages. And in general, flu symptoms including fever and
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chills, sore throat and body aches come on suddenly and are more severe than
cold symptoms.

885. According to the passage, knowing the cause of scratchy throats, stuffy noses
and body aches

(a) reduces the likelihood of catching cold
(b) sometimes doesn't help patients lessen the severity of symptoms
(c) encourages patients to buy over-the-counter medications

(d) will shorten the duration of the flu
Answer:

886. According to the passage, to combat the flu effectively,

(a) the virus which causes the disease has to be identified

(b) patients should only use over-the-counter medications

(c) one should take the necessary medications upon catching the disease

(d) there is no reason to see a doctor

887. It is pointed out in the reading that

(a) fever is the most important feature of a cold

(b) flu symptoms are not as severe as cold symptoms

(c) the flu can be prevented by the flu vaccine

(d) over-the-counter drugs can be taken to ease the misery caused by a cold or

the flu
Answer:
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In bringing up children, every parent, regardless of ethnicity, income, education,
or geographic location, watches eagerly the child's acquisition of each new skill.
However, it is often tempting to hurry the child beyond his natural learning rate,
which can set up dangerous feelings of failure and states of worry in the child.
This might happen at any stage. A baby might be forced to use a toilet too early, a
young child might be encouraged to learn to read before he knows the meaning
of the words he reads. On the other hand, though, if a child is left alone too much,
or without any learning opportunities, he loses his natural enthusiasm for life and
his desire to find out new things for himself. Parents vary greatly in their degree
of strictness towards their children. Some may be especially strict in money
matters. Others are severe over times of coming home at night or punctuality for
meals. In general, the controls imposed represent the needs of the parents and
the values of the community as much as the child's own benefit.

888. According to the passage, in the process of children's learning new skills,
parents

(a) must encourage them to read before they know the meaning of the words
they read

(b) should achieve a balance between pushing them too hard and leaving them on
their own

(c) never expect too much of their children

(d) should create as many learning opportunities as possible for themselves
Answer:

889. It is pointed out in the reading that
(a) parents should be strict with their children

(b) parental controls reflect only the needs of the parents and the values of the
community
(c) parents must maintain strict control over their children's pocket money
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(d) parental restrictions vary, and are not always enforced for the benefit of the
children alone
Answer:

890. As we understand from the passage, watching the child's acquisition of new
skills

(a) sets up dangerous states of worry in the parents
(b) is universal among parents
(c) ensures the security of their children

(d) will make him lose interest in learning new things
Answer:

Psychologist George Spilich at Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland,
decided to find out whether, as many smokers say, smoking helps them to think
and concentrate. He put non-smokers, active smokers and smokers deprived of
cigarettes through a series of tests. In the first test, each subject sat before a
computer screen and pressed a key as soon as he or she recognized a target
letter. In this simple test, smokers, deprived smokers and non-smokers performed
equally well. The next test was more complex. Non-smokers were faster, but
under the stimulation of nicotine, active smokers were faster than deprived
smokers. In the third test of short-term memory, non-smokers made the fewest
errors, but deprived smokers committed fewer errors than active smokers. In the
fourth test, non-smokers were the best and deprived smokers bested those who
had smoked a cigarette just before testing. As the tests became more complex,
non-smokers performed better than smokers by wider and wider margins.

891. It is pointed out in the passage that the purpose of George Spilich's
experiments is

(a) to test whether smoking has a positive effect on the mental capacity of
smokers
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(b) to show how smoking damages people's mental capacity
(c) to prove that smoking affects people's regular performance

(d) to show that non~smokers are less productive at work than smokers
Answer:

892. We understand from the passage that

(a) active smokers in general performed better than deprived smokers

(b) active smokers responded more quickly than the other subjects in all tests
(c) the other subjects were not better than nonsmokers in the simplest test

(d) deprived smokers gave the slowest responses to the various tasks
Answer:

893. George Spilich's experiment was conducted in such a way as to
(a) check the effectiveness of nicotine on nonsmokers

(b) put the subjects through increasingly complex tests

(c) finish the tests as quickly as possible

(d) force the subjects to recall the words they learned
Answer:

As the economic role of multinational, global corporations expands, the
international economic environment will be shaped increasingly not by
governments or international institutions, but by the interaction between
governments and global corporations, especially in the United States, Europe, and
Japan. A significant factor in this shifting world economy is the trend toward
regional trading blocs of nations, which has a potentially large effect on the
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evolution of the world trading system. Two examples of this trend are the United
States-Canada Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Europe 1992, the move by the
European Community (EC) to dismantle impediments to the free flow of goods,
services, capital, and labor among member states by the end of 1992. However,
although numerous political and economic factors were operative in launching
the move to integrate the EC’s markets, concern about protectionism within the
EC does not appear to have been a major consideration. This is in sharp contrast
to the FTA; the overwhelming reason for that bilateral initiative was fear of
increasing United States protectionism. Nonetheless, although markedly different
in origin and nature, both regional developments are highly significant in that
they will foster integration in the two largest and richest markets of the world, as
well as provoke questions about the future direction of the world trading system.

894. The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to

(a) describe an initiative and propose its continuance

(b) chronicle a development and illustrate its inconsistencies
(c) identify a trend and suggest its importance

(d) report a phenomenon and outline its probable future
Answer:

895. According to the passage, all of the following are elements of the shifting
world economy EXCEPT
(a) an alteration in the role played by governments

(b) an increase in interaction between national governments and international
regulatory institutions

(c) anincrease in the formation of multinational trading alliances

(d) anincrease in integration in the two richest markets of the world
Answer:
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896. The passage suggests which of the following about global corporations?

(a) Their continued growth depends on the existence of a fully integrated
international market

(b) Their potential effect on the world market is a matter of ongoing concern to
international institutions

(c) They will have to assume quasi-governmental functions if current economic
trends continue

(d) Their influence on world economics will continue to increase
Answer:

897. According to the passage, one similarity between the FTA and Europe 1992 is
that they both

(a) overcame concerns about the role of politics in the shifting world economy
(b) originated out of concern over unfair trade practices by other nations
(c) exemplify a trend toward regionalization of commercial markets

(d) help to ensure the continued economic viability of the world community
Answer:

898. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the European
Community prior to the adoption of the Europe 1992 program?

(a) There were restrictions on commerce between the member nations
(b) The economic policies of the member nations focused on global trading issues

(c) There were few impediments to trade between the member nations and the
United States
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(d) The flow of goods between the member nations and Canada was insignificant.
Answer:

899. The author discusses the FTA and Europe 1992 most likely in order to
(a) point out the similarities between two seemingly disparate trading alliances

(b) illustrate how different economic motivations produce different types of
trading blocs

(c) provide contrasting examples of a trend that is influencing the world economy

(d) identify the most important characteristics of successful economic integration
Answer:

900. Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage?
(a) An argument is put forth and evidence for and against it given

(b) An assertion is made and opposing evidence presented

(c) Two hypotheses are described and shown to inconsistent with one another

(d) A phenomenon is identified and illustrations of this phenomenon offered.
Answer:

The sensation of pain cannot accurately be described as “located” at the point of
an injury, or, for that matter, in any one place in the nerves or brain. Rather, pain
signals—and pain relief—are delivered through a highly complex interacting
circuitry.

When a cell is injured, a rush of prostaglandins sensitizes nerve endings at the
injury. Prostaglandins are chemicals produced in and released from virtually all
mammalian cells when they are injured: these are the only pain signals that do
not originate in the nervous system. Aspirin and other similar drugs (such as
indomethacin and ibuprofen) keep prostaglandins from being made by interfering
with an enzyme known as prostaglandin synthetase, or cyclooxygenase. The
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drugs’ effectiveness against pain is proportional to their success in blocking this
enzyme at the site of injury.

From nerve endings at the injury, pain signals move to nerves feeding into the
spinal cord. The long, tubular membranes of nerve cells carry electrical impulses.
When electrical impulses get to the spinal cord, a pain-signaling chemical known
as substance P is released there. Substance P then excites nearby neurons to send
impulses to the brain. Local anesthetics such as novocaine and xylocaine work by
blocking the electrical transmission along nerves in a particular area. They inhibit
the flow of sodium ions through the membranes, making the nerves electrically
guiescent; thus no pain signals are sent to the spinal cord or to the brain.

Recent discoveries in the study of pain have involved the brain itself—the
supervising organ that notices pain signals and that sends messages down to the
spinal cord to regulate incoming pain traffic. Endorphins—the brain’s own
morphine—are a class of small peptides that help to block pain signals within the
brain itself. The presence of endorphins may also help to explain differences in
response to pain signals, since individuals seem to differ in their ability to produce
endorphins. It now appears that a number of techniques for blocking chronic
pain—such as acupuncture and electrical stimulation of the central brain stem—
involve the release of endorphins in the brain and spinal cord.

901. The passage is primarily concerned with

(a) analyzing ways that enzymes and other chemicals influence how the body
feels pain

(b) describing the presence of endorphins in the brain and discussing ways the
body blocks pain within the brain itself

(c) describing how pain signals are conveyed in the body and discussing ways in
which the pain signals can be blocked

(d) demonstrating that pain can be influenced by acupuncture and electrical
stimulation of the central brain stem
Answer:
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902. According to the passage, which of the following is one of the first things to
occur when cells are injured?

(a) The flow of electrical impulses through nerve cells at the site of the injury is
broken

(b) The production of substance P traveling through nerve cells to the brain
increases

(c) Endorphins begin to speed up the response of nerve cells at the site of the
injury

(d) A flood of prostaglandins sensitizes nerve endings at the site of the injury
Answer:

903. Of the following, which is most likely attributable to the effect of endorphins
as described in the passage?

(a) After an injection of novocaine, a patient has no feeling in the area where the
injection was given

(b) After taking ibuprofen, a person with a headache gets quick relief

(c) After receiving a local anesthetic, an injured person reports relief in the
anesthetized area

(d) After being given aspirin, a child with a badly scraped elbow feels better.
Answer:

904. It can be inferred from the passage that if the prostaglandin synthetase is
only partially blocked, which of the following is likely to be true?

(a) Some endorphins will be produced, and some pain signals will be intensified

(b) Some substance P is likely to be produced, so some pain signals will reach the
brain
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(c) Some sodium ions will be blocked, so some pain signals will not reach the brain

(d) Some prostaglandins will be produced, but production of substance P will be
prevented. (E) Some peptides in the brain will receive pain signals and begin to
regulate incoming pain traffic

Answer:

Historians sometimes forget that history is continually being made and
experienced before it is studied, interpreted, and read. These latter activities have
their own history, of course, which may impinge in unexpected ways on public
events. It is difficult to predict when “new pasts” will overturn established
historical interpretations and change the course of history.

In the fall of 1954, for example, C. Vann Woodward delivered a lecture series at
the University of Virginia which challenged the prevailing dogma concerning the
history, continuity, and uniformity of racial segregation in the South. He argued
that the Jim Crow laws of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries not
only codified traditional practice but also were a determined effort to erase the
considerable progress made by Black people during and after Reconstruction in
the 1870’s. This revisionist view of Jim Crow legislation grew in part from the
research that Woodward had done for the NAACP legal campaign during its
preparation for Brown v. Board of Education. The Supreme Court had issued its
ruling in this epochal desegregation case a few months before Woodward’s
lectures.

The lectures were soon published as a book, The Strange Career of Jim Crow. Ten
years later, in a preface to the second revised edition, Woodward confessed with
ironic modesty that the first edition “had begun to suffer under some of the
handicaps that might be expected in a history of the American Revolution
published in 1776.” That was a bit like hearing Thomas Paine apologize for the
timing of his pamphlet Common Sense, which had a comparable impact. Although
Common Sense also had a mass readership, Paine had intended to reach and
inspire: he was not a historian, and thus not concerned with accuracy or the
dangers of historical anachronism. Yet, like Paine, Woodward had an unerring
sense of the revolutionary moment, and of how historical evidence could
undermine the mythological tradition that was crushing the dreams of new social
possibilities. Martin Luther King, Jr., testified to the profound effect of The
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Strange Career of Jim Crow on the civil rights movement by praising the book and
qguoting it frequently.

905. The “new pasts” mentioned can best be described as the
(a) occurrence of events extremely similar to past events

(b) history of the activities of studying, interpreting, and reading new historical
writing

(c) change in people’s understanding of the past due to more recent historical
writing

(d) overturning of established historical interpretations by politically motivated
politicians
Answer:

906. It can be inferred from the passage that the “prevailing dogma” held that

(@) Jim Crow laws were passed to give legal status to well-established
discriminatory practices in the South

(b) Jim Crow laws were passed to establish order and uniformity in the
discriminatory practices of different southern states

(c) Jim Crow laws were passed to erase the social gains that Black people had
achieved since Reconstruction

(d) the continuity of racial segregation in the South was disrupted by passage of
Jim Crow laws
Answer:

907. Which of the following is the best example of writing that is likely to be
subject to the kinds of “handicaps”?

(a) A history of an auto manufacturing plant written by an employee during an
auto-buying boom
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(b) A critique of a statewide school-desegregation plan written by an elementary
school teacher in that state

(c) A newspaper article assessing the historical importance of a United States
President written shortly after the President has taken office

(d) A scientific paper describing the benefits of a certain surgical technique
written by the surgeon who developed the technique

Answer:

908. The passage suggests that C. Vann Woodward and Thomas Paine were
similar in all of the following ways EXCEPT:

(a) Both had works published in the midst of important historical events
(b) Both wrote works that enjoyed widespread popularity

(c) Both exhibited an understanding of the relevance of historical evidence to
contemporary issues

(d) Both were able to set aside worries about historical anachronism in order to
reach and inspire

Answer:

909. The attitude of the author of the passage toward the work of C. Vann
Woodward is best described as one of

(a) respectful regard
(b) qualified approbation
(c) implied skepticism

(d) pointed criticism
Answer:
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910. Which of the following best describes the new idea expressed by C. Vann
Woodward in his University of Virginia lectures in 19547

(a) Southern racial segregation was continuous and uniform
(b) Black people made considerable progress only after Reconstruction
(c) Jim Crow legislation was conventional in nature

(d) Jim Crow laws did much more than merely reinforce a tradition of segregation
Answer:

Read the following passage and answer the questions based on it

Long ago there was a ruler called the Duke of Ferrara, who for many years had
been suffering from an illness which seemed to be incurable. The whole court was
sad, but no one grieved more than Gonella, the Duke's faithful jester. Finally, the
doctors said that if anyone were bold enough to give the Duke a sudden fright, it
might cure him.

Out of love for his master, Gonella agreed to risk the Duke's anger and administer
the fright. So one day, while they were walking in the grounds, he suddenly
pushed his master into the lake. The Duke was of course promptly rescued, and to
everyone's joy it was found that the shock had completely cured him.

Unfortunately, he was angry with Gonella for playing this trick on him, and
planned to give jester a fright in return. He ordered Gonella to be put in prison
and then sentenced him to death. On the day of execution the poor frightened
jester was blindfolded and made to lay his head on the block. Then the
executioner, at the Duke's order, instead of the axe let a single drop of water fall
on his neck. All the onlookers laughed merrily at the Duke's joke. But the jester
did not rise. When the executioner lifted him up it was found that he was dead,
from shock.

911. It was the jester who

(a) frightened the Duke
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(b) gave the Duke the required shock
(c) rescued the Duke

(d) made the Duke angry
Answer:

912. The Duke was suffering from
(a) an incurable illness

(b) an unknown fright

(c) sleeplessness

(d) a severe disease
Answer:

913. The passage is about
(a) the Duke's jester

(b) the Duke's revenge

(c) the Duke's anger

(d) jester's death
Answer:

914. The Duke decided
(a) to imprison the jester
(b) to kill the jester

(c) to take revenge on the jester
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(d) to feel grateful to the jester
Answer:

915. The Duke's joke proved to be a cruel practical joke because
(a) the jester was frightened

(b) the jester was accidently executed

(c) the executioner took revenge on the jester

(d) the jester died from shock
Answer:

Although there is a great deal of variation within each gender, on the average
men and women discuss a surprisingly different range of topics. According to
some studies, women and men ranging in age from seventeen to eighty described
the range of topics each discussed with friends of the same sex. Certain topics
were common to both men and women: work, movies, and television proved to
be frequent topics for both groups. The differences between men and women
were more striking than the similarities. Female friends spent much more time
discussing personal and domestic subjects, relationship problems, family, health
and reproductive matters, weight, food and clothing. Men, on the other hand,
were more likely to discuss music, current events, sports and business. Women
were more likely to gossip about close friends and family. By contrast, men spent
more time gossiping about sports figures and media personalities. These
differences can lead to frustration when men and women try to converse with
one another.

916. It is stated in the passage that women
(a) are unwilling to discuss personal subjects
(b) are more interested in discussing relationship problems than are men

(c) never talk about other men and women
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(d) don't like gossiping about anything
Answer:

917. According to the passage, men

(a) need to learn to communicate better

(b) like talking about movies and television as much as women do
(c) are not likely to gossip on anything

(d) have no common topics with women
Answer:

918. The passage mainly discusses

(a) what women's conversational topics are

(b) why men don't like conversing with women
(c) the topics men like discussing

(d) the conversational topics of men and women
Answer:

One of the major processes that takes place in schools, of course, is that students
learn. When they graduate from high school, many can use a computer, write
essays with three-part theses, and differentiate equations. In addition to learning
specific skills, they learn to think critically, to weigh evidence and to develop
independent judgment. The extent to which this development takes place is
related to both school and home environments. Teachers who are more open to
new ideas and less authoritarian produce students who have greater intellectual
flexibility and higher achievement test scores. Studies show that teachers are
most demanding when they are of the same social class as their students. The
greater the difference between their own social class and that of their pupils, the
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more rigidly they structure their classrooms and the fewer demands they place on
their students.

919. It is stated in the passage that teachers who are more open to new ideas

(a) produce more successful students in terms of test scores and intellectual
flexibility

(b) often come from a lower social class than their students
(c) are more authoritarian towards students

(d) discourage intellectual flexibility in schools
Answer:

920. We learn from the reading that when students graduate from high school

(a) none of them are able to think critically

(b) they can take the overall responsibility of anything

(c) all of them have a good knowledge of computer usage

(d) many of them have gained specific skills like writing essays and differentiating
equations

Answer:

921. According to the reading, it is true that

(a) teachers who are from a higher social class than their students should be hired
(b) it is not so difficult to constitute ideal learning conditions

(c) with close supervision every student can get high test scores

(d) both the school and home environments greatly influence a student's
achievement in school

For Complete EBook with Answers with Detailed Solution Please Visit
http://www.aptitudetests4me.com/Buy_Passage Reading_ Ebook.html



412
Passage Reading/English Comprehension EBook

Answer:

Parents teach their children to be fearful and cautious of specific dangers, such as
fire or crossing the road. Anxiety can be useful, because it helps protect the child
from harm. However, children can be fearful of situations or objects that adults
don't consider threatening. The sources of fear may change as the child matures;
for example, a fear of the dark or monsters under the bed may give way to fears
of burglary or violence. Tactics that don't work include teasing the child for being
afraid, or compelling them to confront fearful situations. Helping the child to deal
with fear includes taking their feelings seriously, encouraging them to talk about
their anxieties, telling them the facts, and giving them the opportunity to confront
their fears at their own pace and with your support.

922. It is stated in the article that

(a) parents should not teach their children to be cautious of specific dangers
(b) the best way to avoid fears during childhood is to ignore them

(c) every single child has a fear of burglary and violence

(d) the fears of the childhood can lead to some other fears in the adulthood
Answer:

923. It is clear from the passage that forcing the child to face his fears directly
(a) works when the child isn't eager to talk about his fears

(b) helps the child to learn the facts and realities

(c) may protect him from same certain dangers

(d) is not a good way to follow
Answer:
924. It can be understood from the article that adults
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(a) prefer to cope with difficult situations at their own pace
(b) should talk to the child about his fears in an open and honest way
(c) may have same fears but may not be aware of them

(d) do not want to talk about their own fears unlike children
Answer:

Panda is the name for two nocturnal Asian mammals: the red panda and the giant
panda. The red panda, also known as lesser panda and cat bear, is found at high
elevations in the Himalayas. It resembles a raccoon but has a longer body and tail
and a more rounded head. Its thick fur is rust color to deep chestnut, with black
on the under parts, limbs, and ears. The red panda spends much of its time in
trees but feeds on the ground, eating primarily bamboo leaves but also fruit and
roots. The giant panda superficially resembles a bear. The body is chiefly white,
and the limbs are brownish black, with the dark color extending up over the
shoulder. The ears and eye patches are black. Giant pandas live in restricted areas
of the high mountain bamboo forests of central China; their diet consists entirely
of bamboo shoots. Rare in the wild, they produce young poorly when they are not
in their natural environment. Giant pandas are protected by law in China.

925. It can be understood from the passage that

(a) all the nocturnal mammals in China are called panda

(b) the diets of the red panda and the giant panda are not totally the same
(c) there are no pandas in China for the time being

(d) the under parts, limbs, and ears of the giant panda are all white
Answer:

926. It is clear from the passage that
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(a) giant pandas do have breeding problems in captivity
(b) the red panda is also called raccoon in the Himalayas
(c) the giant panda never spends its time in trees

(d) cat bear is a more dangerous animal than the red panda
Answer:

927. It can be inferred from the passage that

(a) though they share a name, red and giant pandas are not alike in many ways
(b) the number of the bamboo forests of China is decreasing

(c) red pandas usually live on chestnuts just like giant pandas

(d) it is surprising that the giant pandas are not in danger of becoming extinct
Answer:

Many women in Western society, aware of the power of names to influence
identity, are aware that choosing how to identify themselves after marriage can
be a significant decision. They may follow the tradition of taking their husband's
last name, hyphenate their own name and their husband's, or keep their birth
name. One fascinating survey reveals that a woman's choice is likely to reveal a
great deal 